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What is FGM? 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is a destructive 
operation, during which the female genitals are 
partly or entirely removed or injured with the 
aim of inhibiting a woman’s sexual feelings 
(FORWARD, 2019). 

 

FGM is kept in existence by families in the name 
of culture, tradition and religion (Dorenko, et al., 
2007).  



Forward work with partners in the UK, Europe and 
Africa to tackle these practices that affect the 
dignity and well-being of females. 
 
Its aim is to safeguard girls at risk, and support 
women who are affected. 
 
They also focus on other issues that affect females, 
such as child marriage and obstetric fistula 
(FORWARD, 2019). 

  



Who are affected? 

200 million females are affected worldwide. 

3 million are at risk in Africa and; 

24,000 girls in the UK are at high risk of FGM 
(under the age of 15) (FORWARD, 2019). 

 

Using community engagement and government 
lobbying, the aim of FORWARD is to enable 
African women to gain the skills and confidence 
to become advocates for change! 



Impact 

In the UK, the practice of FGM is referenced in the UK 
Children Act, in addition to other legislation 
(Dorenko, et al., 2007).  
 
In 2014 alone, FORWARD reached 3,500 young 
people and school staff in the UK through a ground 
breaking Schools FGM awareness Programme.  
 
The programme delivers a range of holistic services to 
schools including staff training, student awareness 
sessions, parental engagement, outreach and support 
(Khalifa & Brown , 2016). 
 



To date… 

On 28th February 2019, the Department of 
Education announced its guidelines on new sex 
education classes to ensure secondary schools 
address the emotional and physical effects of 
FGM.  

 

However, FORWARD have raised concerns that 
these guidelines restrict providing awareness to 
secondary level only (Reid, 2019). 



Limitations 

• Authorities rarely intervene. 

• Governments ignore FGM. 

• Not an excuse for asylum. 

• Figures may not be accurate  as some groups 
may be reluctant to participate in studies 
because of concerns about residence status or 
who may not be living in a conventional or 
legal dwelling (Desert Flower, Unknown). 

 

 



The Law 

The practice is an international problem. The UK government 
has attempted to discourage FGM by passing a law in 2003 to 
prevent FGM in the UK (Dorenko, et al., 2007). 

 
Data  used to support policies has at its best been estimated. 
 
The lack of data makes it extremely difficult for policy makers 
to respond effectively (Dorenko, et al., 2007). 
 
However, in February 2019, the UK saw its first conviction for 
FGM - the mother of a 3 year old girl (Reid, 2019). 

 



France 

In France, there have been more than 100 
prosecutions of families, mainly because there 
are routine physical examinations of girls. 

 

As this opens up ethical questions around 
protecting and maintaining the dignity of girls, it 
is said to be a controversial way to end FGM 
(FORWARD, 2017). 



Study Findings 

In 2007, a study was carried out to estimate the prevalence 
of FGM in England and Wales. 

 

Findings suggest that FGM violates human rights and 
females and it IS an international problem  (Dorenko, et al., 

2007).  

 

FORWARD support the planning and implementation of a 
comprehensive national strategy in the UK that will help to 
speed up the efforts to end FGM within a generation. 



(Forward UK, 
2014) 

 



What are FORWARD doing? 

• Awareness raising and prevention work. 

• Supporting engagement and relationships. 

• Providing advice and consultation. 

• Training professionals – midwives, 
gynaecologists, school staff. 

• School support problems. 



Conclusion 

• Forward are proud to be an African women-
led organisation with their hearts firmly within 
the community. 

• They are known as the ‘go-to’ organisation for 
African women’s issues, mainly FGM. 

• They are unashamed & focussed in their fight 
to bring issue facing African women to the 
forefront and take a lead in tackling them 
(FORWARD, 2019) 

 



The Goal… 

• To educate individuals and communities to bring 
about their change and share it with others. 

• Train statutory agencies and other organisations 
to respond effectively to the need of women and 
young girls. 

• Support networking, sharing of resources and 
collaborative working at European level to 
accelerate action to end FGM in Europe (EndFGM, 

2019). 
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