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Introduction 
During this assignment the author will view from a global perspective whilst referring to local and global policies and critically discuss the barriers to participation in education for children of a country of choice and the author will then compare their findings to children in the United Kingdom. Whilst critically gaining an understanding of the situation of the chosen country, the author will look at how governments and international organisation such as The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund Nations (UNICEF) are searching for solutions in reducing the barriers to learning children have in the selected country to receiving education, and demonstrate a critical appreciation of the effort to provide a sustainable global education community. Initially the author begins by defining the term globalisation and the importance of education globally. Following this will be an accurate overview of the selected country and how their government is actively or non-actively  meeting the criteria of the UN rights of the child convention (UNCRC) drawing from the relevant articles. Once that is complete, the author will compare how the Welsh government are meeting the criteria of the relevant articles and compare the two nations to see the contrast between a developing country and developed country. The author will also include a critical evaluation of the impact of Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s). 
Globalisation is defined as a format in which incorporation of economies and international communities collaborate with various different topics such as cultural, finance, biological, data political, services and political issues. Essentially the education that is delivered in our classroom is controlled by the whole international community. It relies upon the amalgamation of both; curriculum provision, methods of teaching and knowledge sharing to ensure the system to remain as similar as possible to be able to create an effective system which the passing of knowledge to maintain a positive outlook on life and for humans to achieve any targets that they wish to achieve. The education system which is controlled by the international community is mainly derived from western countries or developed countries as they possess higher attainment levels therefore developing their country. However, as resources are limited for some, they cannot deliver what is expected of them. (Martell, 2007)
The importance of education must never be underestimated. It is a vital tool for enabling children to have a prosperous and fulfilling future, without it there is no hope. With an education the opportunity to achieve personal goals that are created are endless. Not only will having an education provide us with the necessary skills set to thrive in school, higher education or the work place, it also provides us with the other skills such as how to interact in a social environment, be that at home, in the community and even in the international community. Education provides a positive outlook at life and can extinguish any negative thoughts and provide clear mental health. Home life plays an integral part in a child’s education. If a child is fortunate enough to have supportive parents that child is likely to have a good education. In turn, if parents are not supportive then that can have a detrimental effect on a child’s ability to achieve their goals professionally and socially with friendship groups. Similarly, this is the case for children who live in developing countries. Many developing countries have several barriers to learning. In poor countries, funding from governments is the biggest hurdle children face, also if the parents do not work or have low income this may potentially be a barrier for them. In more severe cases such as many of the countries in Africa face, they have a whole host of barriers as to why children do not go to school. African countries have the most difficult task at getting children into school. They have to contend with the most basic of issues such as health. Many children suffer with illness such as Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), Cholera, Typhoid, and ringworms. They have little access to basic dental hygiene. The knock on effect of this is that children then have a low self-esteem. Children may be forced into rebel fighting group and therefore not attending school. Also, some children’s parents may have passed away from illness and find themselves becoming the sole guardian for their younger siblings. If parents are too unwell, children may be forced to go out and work to earn money for their family. Children go without the most basic of needs such as no running water, no shelter, clothes and a safe place to live. According to Maslow these are our basic needs which need to be met in order for a child to have a positive start. How are African children going to succeed in life if they do not have access to the most basic of necessities which developed countries take for granted? Is there any hope of a successful future for these children? As a result of the ongoing struggles that African countries have in getting their children into education, the author has selected Somalia to discuss in depth their background and struggles they face on a daily basis. In addition to this the author will discuss how their government is actively delivering on article 28 of the UNCRC in ensuring education is free for primary school pupils and also have access to secondary school and how this compares to how Wales is doing the same. (Maslow, 1943)
Somalia is a country located in the North East of Africa which boarders Ethiopia and Kenya and has the Indian Ocean located at the south and east of the country. Somalia has a population of approximately nine million people who mainly follow the Islamic faith. However, the country has many forms of Islam which has been the cause of civil war amongst the Somalian people which lasted between 1990 and the beginning of 1998. As a result of the civil war, the education system was abolished as many of the children were used as child soldiers. In the turn of the millennium, Organisations around the world had begun the processes of re-establishing an educational system.   
Whilst under control of England and Italy, education was not seen as going to school and being educated about literacy and numeracy. Their opinions of education where that the Somalian people be trained in the farming industry, unskilled labourers and people selected to police the area and maintain law and order. Although some primary schools were created for children to attend, but attendance levels were low. Only 2,000 pupils were enrolled into these schools which only at the time meant that 2% of the population were in attendance.  
Several years before Somalia gained independence, the nation was given support from the United Nations (UN) and a solid effort was made by both parties to provide an education for all children in Somalia. Clear progress was made as during the years 1955 to 1960 a new figure of nearly 15,000 children had gained a place at primary school. By 1965 Somalia had established nearly 40 primary schools, 5 Secondary schools and one university as well as a facility to educate locals to become teachers.
Somalia continued to have children attending school, but the curriculum was varied between the various owned parts of the country. Some pupils were taught English in land occupied by England, the same process was occurring at Italian occupied land whilst land that was occupied by Somalia the education was taught through the local language. The Somalian government along with the United Nations tried for decades to establish a whole country approach to education but this proved fruitless. Sadly, during the 1990’s education in Somalia came to a shuddering halt as civil war ravaged the country. Many of the schools that were built were destroyed leaving pupils with no hope of an education. As a result the country was split into various segments with leaders from various non-official governments. As a result of the civil war children were deprived of the opportunity of an education and the basic needs that a child should have. The fallout from the civil war has resulted in Somalia having some of the lowest figures of children attending education in the world. Somalia’s percentage of children attending school in between 35-40% and only 40% of this figure are girls. Children located in rural areas of Somalia account for only 20% of school attendance. Other factors which contribute to low attendance rates are poverty. Parents and guardians are unable to afford to send their children to school as there are no jobs, which in turn means no income. In 2011 the Somalian government announced that there would be free primary education in an attended to raise the number of children in schools. However this was not as straight forward as it seemed. The Somalian government were unable to keep teachers they could not afford the salaries other African nations could offer. Somalian teachers would move to more financed countries where the salaries are greater. In addition with parents, guardians and local commutes not paying for education there was almost no money available to cover the day to day running of schools.
In Somalia the number of girls attending school is lower than boy’s year in year out. The main reason for this is that under Islamic law girls are not allowed to attended school, also it is not safe for them to travel as they are targeted by older men, they are vulnerable to sexual abuse as they travel to and from school. Also like many African countries Somalia is riddled with disease. Thousands of people die on a weekly basis from diseases such as HIV, Cholera, and Typhoid with the latter two being preventable. This often leaves children as orphans meaning they have to go out and find work or look after younger siblings. Another barrier to learning is that children begin primary school at the age of 6. Many pupils who are at the age where they should be attending secondary school are still attending primary as they are not literate enough to attend secondary school. 
UNICEF is working tirelessly across the country to provide basic services to all those in need. There are a wide range of service such as primary education, secondary education, young adult’s education centres, and multi skills improvement facilities. These have been established to try and get people of any age into education, however with continued low rates of attendance at primary schools it is very difficult to send people to the right education facility as they are simply not educated enough at lower levels. Also, the location and gender of children is still providing obstacles in getting children into education. But, UNICEF is aiming to provide an education to every corner of the country even in the most remote of locations. (www.unicef.org) (www.tandfonline.com) 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a human rights treaty which sets out to follow numerous aspect of life including the rights of the child. There are in total 54 articles participating countries must adhere too. Countries that associate themselves with the treaty are legally bound to the treaty by international law. The United Nations rights of the child committee will then monitor progress and report their findings to see if they are compliant. Governments that are in receipt of the treaty must also meet with the United Nations to show their evidence of compliance.
In October 2015, Somalia became the 196th country to enrol on to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). This means that the children of Somalia will have the same children’s rights as many other nations across the world. Article 28 of the UNCRC states that children and young adults have the right to education regardless of their age, race, disability, if they are detection or a refugee. They have the right to both primary and secondary education, but are the Somalian Government adhering to the laws knowing that children in Somalia are being exploited as child soldiers or members of the terrorist group Al-Shabaab? Children are being kidnapped and forcefully recruited to this organisation. The number of children associated with Al-Shabaab stands at nearly 2000. As a consequence of this the Somalian government has nearly 500 children imprisoned for their participation in terrorist activity. However if they have been forced against their will to join this group, surely the government need to have a programme in place to rehabilitate these children. Over a 1000 children died as a result of conflict without association to Al-shabaab; the likelihood is that they were caught in conflict through no fault of their own. Sexual violence remains a serious issue with over 300 girls and one boy known to be victims of this crime. How are girls expected to walk to school with danger of a sexual attack likely to happen against them? Schools were affected as the recorded number attacks were a figure near 50. These attacks were linked to the terrorist group Al-Shabaab. Even attending school these children face the risk of death or abduction. The likelihood is they feel it’s a risk not worth taking especially when the number of abductions was close to a 1000 children. Finally, there were nearly 20 recorded occasions where the denial of humanitarian aid to children were lodged against various organisation; shockingly some were made against the Somalian Army which of course is an official government organisation. From the issues raised above the Somalian government are failing to meet the UNCRC by not complying with articles 6, 9, 11, 19, 27, 28, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39 and in the authors opinion 42. One does not believe that the government is actively giving the children the correct information regarding UNCRC rights of the child. (https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org)
Irrespective of the serious nature of the issues listed above poverty remains Somalia’s and Africa’s biggest issue. Due to two decades of civil war the Somalian government collapsed and despite the creation of a new government, the same issues are still clear to see and with the country still at war, poverty and famine are as present today as they have ever been. According to the Borgen Project, Somalia without doubt is one of the most deprived and poorest countries in the world with its figures of people in poverty at nearly 75%. A staggering 70% of people in Somalia are under the age of 30 with life expectancy at a mere 50 years of age. Around 70 of the people of Somalia are without work which in turn causes poverty as there is no income coming into the family home. Somalia has over 1 million refugees who live in squalor. The effects of living in such poverty is that diseases such as HIV/Aids are spread easily throughout these camps. It is believed that Somalia has nearly 26,000 people infected with HIV/Aids with over 50% of the women carrying the infection. Other diseases that are rife in Somalia and a cause for poverty are Tuberculosis, typhoid fever, Hepatitis A, Cholera and Diarrhoea. Apart from HIV many of the diseases are treatable but as the economy and health care facilities are some of the worst in the world, Somalia’s are sadly left to perish. 
Other contributing factors to poverty are the weather and the cost of food. Relief web states that Somalia has not had rain for nearly 3 years. The consequence of this is that all live stock have died, farming communities have suffered with their opportunities to grow crops taking away one of the local peoples only opportunity to grow, eat and sell food. As a result of food being so rare and difficult to source the price of food is continually rising leaving the poorest of people with the near impossible task of buying food. This effects over 2 million Somalian citizen’s every day, with that number likely to rise. As a result of this one in every ten children in Somalia are living with malnutrition. Approximately 1 million people in Somalia are in need of support with the most basic of needs, with that number likely to rise as civil war still stifles any progress the Somalian Government are trying to make. Somalia is ranked bottom of the global health league in all categories such as political standing, health services, child death rates, and education. Without a sole active government Somalia is likely to remain a developing country for the foreseeable future, although through organisations such as UNICEF working tirelessly to get children into education by providing mobile schooling to the most rural areas of the country; stopping the country from entering a famine crisis is the main priority as nearly 6 million Somalian people will be effected. (https://borgenproject.org) (https://reliefweb.int)  
In comparison to Somalia, Wales however is a developed country that is not associated with poverty but has also got to comply with Article 28 of the UNCRC. The Welsh Government are fully supportive of the interests of children and aim to provide every child in Wales with an opportunity to have the best start in life. Welsh Government devised the 7 key aims which are. Safe home and community, parenting and childcare support in early years, health and safeguarding children, play and leisure Ensuring Children voices are heard and Education and learning using these 7 targets the Welsh Government is aiming to keep to these promises and provide the children of Wales with hope of a successful future. However, statistics prove damming as nearly a quarter of people living in Wales are classed as living in poverty as areas where deprivation is common are only going to get worse  as the cost of living rises and with no increases of wage and less jobs becoming available. According to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, with the increase in the cost of living particularly in the housing sector, along with decrease in working age benefit and the reduction in poor quality jobs are all leading contributors to placing families into families, this includes people in work as well as the unemployed. Studies show that over half a million citizens in Wales are now living close to the boarder of poverty. The reason for this is that income coming in to a household, which after housing costs comes in under 60% means they are near the poverty line. In Wales that means that nearly 200,000 children live near the border of poverty with close to half a million working adults also in this category. As a result Wales out of the 4 countries in the United Kingdom are bottom or the poverty table. Without it being mainstream news, poverty in Wales is having an alarming effect on the progression of children at the early year’s stage. With as many as 200,000 living in poverty, many are trailing behind their peers in terms of education progress by the time they reach six and as a consequence may never reach the same level as they should. Worryingly this these statistics have remained similar for many years which could prove that Wales is not complying with article 28 of the UNCRC. Further evidence of this, is that government schemes established to aid under privileged children may not be reaching the intended targets. Research shows that nearly 50% of children located in income depravation areas in Wales are not meeting the criteria to access the Flying start programme which was created by the welsh Government to aid families who have children under the age of 4 in the poorest areas of Wales. The number of food banks in Wales has risen over the past 10 years showing a clear indicator that poverty is having a devastating effect on communities. More recently sanitary banks have been established to allow girl’s access to free sanitary towel as some families cannot afford such basic items. One     
Unlike Somalia, Wales does give their children more hope of an education. The Welsh Government provides free transport to all pupils in Wales, also, deprived pupils have access to free school meals and the pupil deprivation grant allows pupils to access extra curriculum activities which normally they could not afford. As a developed country Wales is doing more to me the criteria of the UNCRC but there are still many aspects of this they could improve. However, it is difficult for Somalia a developing country which is a term the author believes is an attempt to deflect attention away from the fact that in reality Somalia is a third world country at the bottom of the scale, too even get close to achieve article 28 as there is so much poverty and civil war with the country still.
The 1st of January 2016 the united nations along with the 193 countries from all over the world established the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable Development which involves 17 goals. The outcome of this is that by the year 2030 there will be no poverty in the world, equality for all and combat climate change, whilst making sure that everyone from around the world is taking part and involved in this process. Goal 4 out of the 17 is ensuring that all children have education of the highest standard thus making progress with sustainable development. Encouragingly, there have been many positive strides taken to getting all children into school with the number of pupils enrolling rising from previous years with the number of female students both adults and children rising. As a result, literacy scores from across the world and in particular developing countries are improving but not quite reaching the required levels as of yet. The author is an avid supporter of this and personally feels this should have been established many years ago. However, with the poor financial climate of many countries across the world one does not see how this is achievable. With developed countries such as Wales living in poverty, one struggles to see how even more poverty stricken countries such as Somalia will ever be free of their plight. The concept of the SDGs is an encouraging one, but one feels that this target is unachievable. (www.un.org)
Conclusion
This assignment has viewed from a global perspective whilst referring to local and global policies and critically discuss the barriers to participation in education for children of a country of choice and the author has compared their findings to children in the United Kingdom. The author has critically gained an understanding of the situation of the chosen country, the author has looked at how governments and international organisation such as The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund Nations (UNICEF) are searching for solutions in reducing the barriers to learning children have in the selected country to receiving education, and then has demonstrated a critical appreciation of the effort to provide a sustainable global education community. The author began by defining the term globalisation and the importance of education globally. Then came accurate overview of the selected country and how their government is actively or non-actively meeting the criteria of the UN rights of the child convention (UNCRC) drawing from the relevant articles in particular article 28. The author then compared how the Welsh government are meeting the criteria of the relevant articles and compare the two nations to see the contrast between a developing country and developed country. The author also included a critical evaluation of the impact of Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s). 
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