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Evidence-based policing is highly significant as it allows it to determine the impact of different interventions with different crimes while also understanding how they work (Braga et al. 2019). Under this consideration, this essay will focus upon classical criminology theories. An overview of criminality will also be provided. The models of evidence-based policing will be reflected in terms of drug crime. Further, different ways in which drug crime can be reduced by classical criminology will also be discussed. Lastly, the strengths and weaknesses linked to classical criminology and evidence-based policing will be provided in this essay. 
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Classical criminology explains any kind of crime to be a free decision for making a criminal choice activity. Moreover, this choice can be made by inducing the different principles of pain pleasure whereby individuals act in a number of ways that might maximize the pleasure but minimize the pain. It has also been suggested by Mitchell (2019) that there are three elements of classical criminology such as rationality, deterrence, and hedonism. Therefore, with respect to drug-related crime, this crime is related to possessing, manufacturing, and distributing drugs that are observed to be harmful to individuals. Further, drugs are a criminal activity as there is a huge link between expensive drugs and their chronic use in the United Kingdom and this problem has been worsening throughout the past years. 

The different theories associated with a drug crime in classical criminology are: 
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Figure 1: Different Theories of Criminology 
Source: Zhao et al. 2021

Deterrence Theory: The deterrence theory of criminology reflects how the criminal is induced to commit any crime while abiding by the law of policing and punishment. However, Zhao et al. (2021) also opined that every criminal gets some benefits out of the crime, they would commit which is not worth punishment. Then they might drop the plan of abiding by the law and move forward to commit the crime.

Rational Choice Theory: This is linked to the neoclassical theory and suggests that the criminal commits the crime after all the benefits and opportunities of that particular crime. It is also believed that the criminal is fully in their senses while committing the crime (Khan et al. 2022).

Classical Theory: This is a logical theory of criminology linked to rationality of the people who are involved in the crime. This further reflects that the person can distinguish between what is correct and what is wrong yet does the crime even after the outcome and pleasure that would be derived from committing the crime. A number of crimes under this theory are punishable by death (Severson, Kodatt and Burruss, 2019).
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Criminality is the propensity for being involved in criminal activities such as drug crime. In simpler words, criminality is nothing, but the participation of an individual in a specific event which is criminal in nature. On the other hand, crime is an act of omission or commission, contrary to the law (Abramovaite et al. 2022). Considering this fact, possession of drugs in the UK is an illegal crime and individuals might be charged if they were caught with drugs whether or not they are theirs. Additionally, if an individual is under 18, then the evidence-based policing theory suggests that a police officer will inform the guardian of the parent about the individual having the drug and the penalty of this crime will depend upon the quantity in a class of the drug. In this regard, the primary factors related to criminality and crime under criminology are, crime is the result of conflict wear as criminal is the subject or an individual who is caught doing the crime (Tharshini et al. 2021). Moreover, a criminal act can not be stated as a crime without the legal and social identities that places the individual within the conflict where the crime has taken place.   

Drug or cannabis cultivation and possession is referred to as a criminal activity as it is a source of risk and nuisance for the community and public members. There is a huge risk with drug crime of antisocial behaviour reflected by the criminals. Drug offenses are a crime in the UK and are associated with the possession, importation, supply, and production of illegal drugs (Khan et al. 2022). In case of drug possession of class A drugs, they can go to prison for up to 7 years or an unlimited fine or both. Therefore, it can be evidently suggested that drug possession is a huge crime with respect to classical criminology. 
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Evidence-based policing is referred to as the availability of the best evidence which can be a list for challenging and informing the policing practices, policies, and decisions. The evidence-based policing practice can be used by everyone who is involved in police activities and can be supported by the collaboration of different partners and academics (Staller and Koerner, 2021). Further, evidence-based policing in drug crime, the best possible evidence and interventions are provided for reducing drug offenses and the police forces also utilize this evidence for making informed decisions about different approaches to tackling drug crimes. 

In this regard, there are different kinds of models of evidence-based policing such as the POP model, SARA model, etc. However, with respect to the drug offense crime, the HotSpot model of evidence-based policing can be most effective (Boulton et al. 2021). 
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Figure 2: HotSpot Model of EBP 
Source: Boulton et al. 2021

The above depicted HotSpot model of evidence-based policing is generally focused upon smaller geographical places or areas usually in the Urban Settings where drug crime is mainly concentrated. Moreover, with the help of the hotspot evidence-based policing model, the law of criminology enforces agencies that can focus on the restricted resources in those areas where the crime is occurring regularly. This practice is highly beneficial for reducing the overall drug crime. Besides, Koziarski and Lee (2020) also observed that the hotspot model of evidence-based policing and its analyses might vary in size because the hotspot area can include either small units such as buildings or block faces, or bigger units such as street segments. In this model, there are a number of prime mapping techniques that can be used for identifying and determining the drug crime hotspots such as ArcGIS. Therefore, it is evident that this model utilizes a combination of police officers and technology for analyzing the targeting process of the drug crime issue.  

Conversely, a few theoretical perspectives linked to the HotSpot model of evidence-based policing in regard to drug offenses are place-based crime, routine activity theory, and rational choice theory. With respect to all these theories in drug crime, it is suggested that the drug crime offender is self-interested in committing the crime even after knowing all the consequences of the crime. Lastly, Palmer, Kirby and Coleman (2019) opined that the HotSpot model of criminology and evidence-based policing is generally dependent upon traditional law enforcement practices and strategies while ensuring control of the crime in the problem area while enforcing drug crackdowns and order maintenance. 
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Classic criminology can significantly reduce drug crime by increasing the most tough punishments for the crime doers as the criminals will never again involve themselves in these crimes because of the punishments. Classic criminology with respect to drugs offenses in the UK can reduce this crime activity because the punishment is harsh because it is highly illegal to import or export drugs and allow its usage on the premises. There is a lifetime sentence for drug offenses for each class of drugs, A, B, and C. Furthermore, this prime activity can be reduced because the Home Secretary of the nation has introduced different punishments for each level of drug (Mesko, 2020). Additionally, classical criminology tends to reduce the crime of drug offenses by making several improvements and enhancement over the official judicial system, including the fast responses to the crime, while cheating both the victims such as the public and the criminal self for making advancements in the tactics of policing. Besides, classical criminology with respect to drug crime also pertains to different evidence-based policing tricks like community-building programs such as drug action teams, and crime-prevention committees for the management of youth in public places while creating awareness of the ill impacts of drug usage and the penalties associated with it. Further, Yan (2019) also opined that classical criminology can also reduce the implications of a drug crime as evidence-based police officers can conduct audits of the current drug activities while comparing it with the strategies for identifying the areas of need. Further funding can also be made available for research, monitoring, and dissemination of police policies and practices on harm minimization of drug crime among the community members. 
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One of the most vital strengths of evidence-based policing in terms of drug crime is that it induces the police officers to seek evidence related to the crime while taking up immediate action. Further, evidence-based policing practice is based upon the decisions that are to be taken for the investigation of the crime. Another major strength with respect to the evidence-based policing approach is that this practice makes use of the best available evidence and resources for informing the challenges related to the policing policies in terms of the crime that has been committed (Schreck and Berg, 2021). Moreover, this approach can be utilized by everyone who is involved in the police judicial system and the evidence is used for creating innovations and strategies for curbing crime based on the experiences of both the community members and the police officers. 

On the flip side, some weaknesses of evidence-based policing that cannot be overlooked are there might be a shortage of evidence with respect to the crimes which might make it difficult for the police personnel to reach the criminal while making any conclusion. Additionally, another weakness linked to evidence-based policing is that not all the police-officers associated with the case might have knowledge of the evidence which might make it difficult for them to implement changes with respect to drug crime (Mesko, 2020). This might lead them to be irritated and guilty as they cannot wholly contribute to the case while lowering its adverse impact on the community and its members.
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One of the major benefits and strengths of classical criminology is that criminology deals with the understanding of the upbringing of the criminals who commit the drug crime. Further, another vital strength linked to classical criminology is that it reduces criminal activities because the police officers can take quick actions for curbing the spread of this crime in local geographical areas. Besides, Yan (2019) observed that classical criminology also reduces the crime rate by over 75% as deterrence is provided in the crimes in such a manner so that the police officers can effectively secure the public members while mitigating these crimes. Additionally, the different theories associated with classical criminology also determine the different mindset’s of the criminals by thinking their way and then devising mitigation strategies for reducing drug offenses. Another strength of classical criminology is that the punishments are made while proportioning them with the crime carried out such as drug crime.

Adversely, the weakness of classical criminology is that there might be a lack of interpretation of the crime sometimes. Further, classical criminology also believes that not all the individuals are rational which might be difficult for the police officers to identify the crime while apprehending the perpetrators (Chapman et al. 2022). Besides, classical criminology is a tiring task to carry out as it involves a lot of research, evidence gathering and report writings which further takes up a lot of time and efforts which might imbibe the feelings of frustration among the people who are involved in finding out about the crime case. 


[bookmark: _7fhu35b0bqx]Conclusion

In summation, it can evidently be stated that evidence based policing is significantly vital for curbing the whole crime case. This essay provided a brief insight on the different theories associated with criminology such as HotSpot. Further, an overview of crime and criminality was also included. Lastly, the strengths and weaknesses of both evidence-based policing and criminology were provided while reflecting how evidence-based policing can reduce drug crime. 
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