Patient Files: St David’s Hospital
Medical Case Sheet 5571

 Martha Hicks; Pembs., housewife, 40, entered March 1923, died 1940.

Melancholia – sits with sad tired expression, difficult to get an answer. Reasoning powers impaired. Told doctor she was such a sinner that she can never be forgiven – suffering from religious delusions. Husband John Jenkins – stated that she first became depressed after a religious revival conducted by and Evangelist in Carew Village. She attended 3 nights weekly. She told him that she ought to have started being a Christian before – that her sins can never be pardoned, that her present illness is a judgement for her sins. Mothers stated that Martha had tried to drown herself in a tank in the garden on 5th March 1923.

Family History

1. Are the parents related to each other?

No

1a Age of parents when patient born?


24

1b Occupation of parents



Labourer/housewife

2. Anyone having or had fits?



No

2a Any evidence of syphilis in father/mother

No

3. Anyone had a stroke or paralysis?


No

3a cause of death of parents if dead


Living

4. Anyone been weak in mind from childhood?
No

5. Anyone insane now or formerly?


No

5a Anyone show moral defects.


No

6. Anyone intemperate or been so?


No

7. Anyone hysterical or suffering St Vitus’s Dance
Sister of patient, 12 years ago, attack of St Vitus’s for 3 yrs

8 Anyone paralysed in limb or limbs?
Father in limbs 12 yrs ago

9. Anyone suffering from bad headaches?
No

10. “               “           “   consumption?
No

11. “               “          “    asthma or gout?
No

12. Anyone peculiar in ways (without being insane)
No

13. Anyone suffering diabetes?
No

14. If the patient has children, how many, and are

      they healthy in mind and body?
7 all healthy

Personal History

1. Was pregnancy normal?
Yes

2. Has patient been weak in mind since childhood

    or of normal intelligence. Could she earn a living? Ordinary intelligence.  Earning a living since 13

3. Behaviour in school and progress
Ordinary intelligence. Bright, progress good

3a. . Behaviour in play and progress
Bright and cheerful

4 Did patient ever have a fit in childhood
No

5. Behaviour during puberty and adolescence
Ordinary behaviour, good, no

Any self abuse?.
Self abuse.

5a. If female when did menstruation begin
14 years. Been normal within

 and has it been normal?
Few months till it stopped.

6. Was patient ever hysterical or affected
Sometimes. General health good

    by St Vitus’s Dance? General health.

7. Was patient always temperate?
Yes

8. Did patient complain of Headaches?
Only since the illness, pressing from top of head.

9. Any evidence of syphilis?
No
10. Did this attack follow any illness?
Mild influenza a few days before this attack.

11. Did the patient ever receive a severe 

blow to the head?
No

12. If male, has there been sexual excess?
-

13. What was the patient’s disposition,
Nothing gloomy, always bright and 

excited or much like other people?
Happy till this attack came on.

14.Is this the first attack?
Yes

15. For how long did she show a change
About 5 weeks

before coming here?

16. Is there any cause known?
Attended church meetings, worried about herself not being good enough, thought she was not a Christian.

17. Say how the insanity began, and what 
Children and husband in bed with 

after that were the chief things you noticed
influenza. Did not say anything for 

 wrong about patient.
A few days and then something seemed to strike her in the head all at once and words all that was evil and that she has worried all the time. It has passed right away at times and she has been alright for a time.

Hospital Report 1927

Subject to melancholia. She is quiet, depressed and reserved and is disinclined to converse at any length. She states ‘I’ve done no good to anyone’ and adds that she has now no home and that she does not see her husband or children ever again as ‘my heart is in stone now – I’ve got no heart at all’. Her memory is generally impaired and has no idea as to her age. She is usefully employed in the ward kitchen.

1930

She is often obstinate and resistive and refused at first to put out her tongue when asked.

1935

… she seldom speaks of her own accord, and usually sits near the fire-side doing nothing at all. If any man approaches she hides her face at once.

Health when first entered was described as fair. Condition spare and sallow by 1935, in indifferent health and flabby condition – had rheumatoid arthritis and anaemia.

1940

She sits in one place all the time with her hand crossing her eyes, and states that she is not to look at any man, but will not give any reason for this.

In poor health. Unable to get about due to arthritis.

Stated in 1926 – She believed she has been wicked and not good to her children. Will not go near any men, even her husband.

Died of heart failure in 1941.

Medical Case Sheet 6015 - 1926
Richard Hicks, Amanford, No occupation aged 15.

Regarded as epileptic, suicidal, dangerous and destructive.

Refuses to answer any questions. Speech incoherent and unwilling to have anyone near him. Habits are filthy. Out of control, smashes windows, swears and threatens his parents (father re-married). Is subject to fits with violent bursts of temper.

1927
He looks vacant. He runs about the place and terrifies people. He is filthy at times in his language, Unable to read or write. He rocks himself to and fro in bed continually. Cannot add 1+1 and has no idea of the value of money. When taken in the doctor wrote. His parents are very funny and when I visited the house they told them I had received complaints respecting his boy. The father said I shall bleed him before you will take him to Carmarthen and in the presence of Mr Morgan the Magistrate the father said that he would drown himself if he would sign his son away again, and the mother said also she would do away with herself before the child would be taken from her again.

Medical Case Sheet 7445 – 1937

Walter George Hicks. Farm Labourer, aged 73, from Lampeter.

Mr King the Master of the Poor law Institute, Lampeter states: that he has done some crime and that he has come form Scotland Yard to arrest him. He asks for milk and throws it all over his bed, because it is poisoned. Refused to take food. He also hits out violently at anybody. I have had 4 men looking after him continuously for the last 4 days.
Diagnosed as having Confusional Psychosis.

Died in 1939

Medical Case Sheet 5879 – 1925
Florence Hoskins, aged 16, Single, with no occupation. Haverfordwest

Told doctor that she intended to drown herself. Her mother had been certified insane and was suicidal twice.

Mrs Florence Devonal, Nurse at Haverfordwest Union Workhouse has from time to time during the last few weeks informed me that she was refusing food and was unable to sleep. She had also escaped and was found walking the grounds in the dark and the rain.

Medical Case Sheet 7369 – 1937

Thomas Hannigan, aged 42, Labourer, Carmarthen. Roman Catholic

Seems quite unperturbed that he has smashed most of the furniture in the house and thrown articles at his children and he admits doing this putting everything down to ‘a drop of drink’. He says he cannot control his temper because ’it comes quite natural’. He is argumentative and morose and has hallucinations about people visiting the house.

His wife Stella Hannigan says he will suddenly get up and hit or kick her. He throws things at the children calling them vile names. He kicks the furniture about – (I have evidence of his brutality having treated his wife following blows she has received from him). Dr. A. Lewis Davies, Carmarthen.
Diagnosed with melancholia – quiet if left to herself, would prefer being dead.

In 1940 was given a series of 14 shock therapy, turned him violent – slowly returned to being solitary and morose. Refused to do any work.

By 1944 diagnosed with Schizophrenia.

In 1945 given a large number of E.C.T. treatments – see very little change.

Noted in 1949 that he becomes maniacal after a short course of E.C.T. – it was then stopped.

Dies in 1956.

Medical Case Sheet 6114 – 1927
Joseph Heath, aged 66, Pembs, Retired Moulder at H.M. Dockyard.

Mr W.G.P. Morris, Master of the Workhouse Pembroke states – ‘he is most violent and has been hitting patients and nurses. Does not sleep and is very dirty. (11may 1927)
Blind in one eye (3 years ago), loss of memory, intemperate.

Condition caused by drink.

The patient had been a drunkard for 30 years and his mind commenced to go when he lost his sight, he has been fairly quiet until about 6 weeks ago when he commenced to be violent. An uncle of his committed suicide when afflicted in like manner. Widower for 26 years. Found to have sclerosis. Died Nov. 1927.

Medical Case Sheet (no number) – 1951

George William faithful, General labourer, aged 58.

Patient had fairly happy childhood, and was educated in Hounslow up to the age of fourteen and a half.

Several short  odd jobs and got worried over being unemployed. This led to him being admitted to Hanwell mental Hospital under Certificate 17. Stayed a year, then sent to the mental Hospital at Wandsworth – discharged after 3 years.

At 22 joined the army but after 3 months he worked his ticket on his mental history, alleging loss of memory.

Various short odd jobs an then at the age of 26 he rejoined the Army and went to West India for nearly 2 years – finally discharged.

Foe 11 years he worked as a peddler and went over most of Southern England. He then did hotel work, in the scullery. At the age of 44 he was baptized and he has been very religious ever since. He spent the summer months traipsing round England and Wales preaching. In the winter he did hotel work.
11 years ago he was destitute in Carmarthen and was admitted to Penlan where he has remained ever since.

Quarrelled with another inmate. Was accused of stealing a bag which led to a fight. He was hit with the said bag and a white powder covered him. George claimed this was arsenic and he was being poisoned. States that he had a vision of Jesus once in Portsmouth. He was very concerned about ‘Right invisibles’ and ‘wrong invisibles’, the angelic influences for right and wrong.

Talks very rapidly and believes that people should be fined for not going to church. Escaped in 1952 and needed close supervision after.

Died, March 1960.

Medical Case Sheet 2755 – 1898
Priscilla Faithful aged 48, housewife, Pembroke, Dementia.

Chatters incessantly to herself but cannot give any rational answer to questions and is quite lost to time and sphere. Cannot tell her age or how long she has been here. She confuses of those about her and has many absurd names for her nurses and other patients.

Died 1930.

Medical Case Sheet 6284 – 1928

Daniel Faulkner aged 27, farm labourer. Mother lived in Boreton, Hants.

He states that he was working on a farm at Llandarrog Carms. He had a number of epileptic fits and the farmer could not manage him. He was then removed to the ‘David Lewis Epileptic Colony’ Cheshire, and the same trouble occurred there. He was sent from there to the Carmarthen Workhouse and from there to the Mental Hospital. He states that his friends have told him he is violent after fits. He appears to have had a slight paralysis of the right side. He has no delusions, no hallucinations and habits are clean.

Soon after admission he tried to strangle himself with a scarf. He was put under special supervision. Had regular fits until his death in 1935.

Medical Case Sheet 6979 – 1934

John Feetham aged 70, Farmer, married, Fishguard (Llanychaer farm). 
Stated that his wife Martha refused to cohabit with him and until she consented he would make it rough for her, while so stating he broke into a violent passion and became abusive towards me.

Martha stated that her husband had fired off a shot gun at twelve midnight and rang the church bell which is situate near their farm, because he wished the local people to know his wife refused to occupy his bedroom, and in consequence she was unfaithful.

Diagnosed with Mania.

Was discharged on trial, but became very excitable and noisy. Had been very troublesome while at home – tried to shoot a mouse. Returned to hospital and was quiet again.

Died 1938.

Medical Case Sheet 6546 – 1930

James Finlay aged 57. Labourer, married, Roman Catholic.

Suffering from delusions, thought he was the cause of the sin of the world …

Medical Case Sheet 6561 – 1932

Benjamin Firth, aged 70, Labourer, Wesleyan Methodist.
5 months ago had delusions of religious persecutions, having committed an unpardonable sin when I examined him.

Died 1932

Medical Case Sheet 6285 – 1928

Sarah Fisher aged 51, Cook, unmarried Church in Wales, Llanelly.
Suffered from delusions; told me that ‘wireless people’ were going about the country in vans, annoying the ‘gentry’. Continuously stresses her purity and virginity. Given a series of E.C.T. treatment from 1944-48.

Dies in 1949.

Medical Case Sheet 7213 – 1936

Mary Fowler, 70 , Housekeeper, unmarried, Roman Catholic.

Suffered from dementia in all probability due to alcohol, according to history.

Medical Case Sheet 6624 – 1931

David Francis aged 34, single, farmer’s son, Llandilo, Congregationalist.

States that he was one of the ‘small three’ who signed the Armistace. Claims he was left millions by his former master and Sir Alfred Mond. Diagnosed with paranoid Schizophrenia . Claimed he was the King of England. Fought in the First World War and had malaria. First attack came at 34.

Medical Case Sheet 6799 -1933
Moses Francis aged 51, farmer and Rabbit Trapper, married, Baptist.

Suffers from attacks in which he talks incoherently, sings hymns and utters prayers. He states that all his friends have left him and he has sinned.

Mechanical restraints and narcotics have been given at night. 

His wife stated that he exposed himself without clothing, refuses food, and at times calls the family to prayer and threatens them should they refuse.

Died within a week of entry.

Medical Case Sheet 6483 – 1930

Thomas Friendship aged 41 Retired Police Constable, Church of England, Pembroke Dock.

Stated that his brain was full of radium and heard voices pointing him out as ‘the man’. That his father and brothers are all in Carmarthen Asylum. Stated that he wished to cut the throats of his wife and daughter.

Died 1938.

Medical Case Sheet 6680 – 1932

Lawrence Furlong, aged 45, fisherman, single Roman Catholic, Neyland.

Delusions – states that he is the subject of electrical impulses and that some unknown person or persons transmits wireless messages to his body tainting cigarettes as he smokes them.

Medical Case Sheet 3939 – 1909

George Horace Simons, aged 32, married, Roman Catholic, Kensington House, Pembroke Dock, Architect.
First attack was at 31 – His wife Florence signs the committal papers as a private patient with the local JP.

Delusional Insanity. States that he is related indirectly to Royalty – King Edward on his mother’s side and Queen Alexandra on his father’s side’ according to the wedding group’. Claimed his wife had about 10 children and refers to each by name in his letter to her (his wife has no children). Wrote many letters to the late Queen Victoria and the present Queen’ and they are of an incoherent and impossible character’.

Died in 1959. Diagnosed with Schizophrenia. 

Medical Case Sheet 6522 – 1930

Gwendoline Walters, aged 19, Llanelly.

She is practically without mind. She is very restless and resistive idiot girl. Suffering from idiocy. She sits in a chair, rolling her head and making strange hissing and whistling sounds. Her habits are wet and dirty. Went into a coma for 3 days in 1935 and then collapsed and died.

Medical Case Sheet 3289 – 1903

William Howards Rogers aged 23, no jobs, single, Church of England, Haverfordwest.

Dangerous to others especially to his mother. Entered as a pauper patient. Considered an imbecile, though not of the lowest order. Memory faulty. No idea of time and place. The cranial formation, the state of the ears, the facial expression and the irregular movements of the facial muscles, all point to amentia. He is pugnacious and irascible, and exhibits the loss of control of imbecility. He is capable of carrying, but scarcely of any regular employment. Later put to work in the garden.

Died in 1959.

Medical Case Sheet 4413 – 1913

Elizabeth Mary Rees aged 11, Burry Port.

Ill from birth. Prior to Carmarthen she was hosed at Stoke Park Colony near Bristol from March 1913 – October 1913.

Step mother is at present an inmate of the Carmarthen Joint Counties Asylum. 
Father was Gwilym Rees, 18 Conway Street, Burry Port.

She is quite uncontrollable and has a vacant look – she does not understand anything you tell her. Is dirty in her habits – and there is no one to look after her.

Father states that she has been quite uncontrollable from infancy and is dirty in her habits an d is not fit to be mixing up with his other children.

Died 1930.
Medical Case Sheet 4069 – 1907
Gerald Decidimus Rowland aged 25, Church of England, Single, of no occupation.

Placed in the Asylum on the petition of his father Evan Rowland, Llanbrynmair, Whitland, Clerk in Holy Orders aged 69.

Had previously been in Earlswood Asylum. Had been ill since birth. Since the age of 5 he was under the care of medical men at Earlswood Asylum, Redhill, Surrey.

Letter from the Medical Supervisor of the above  May 2nd, 1907.

‘… Gerald Rowland has been a patient for many years. He has gone through three or four periods of training of 5 years each. Gerald is not a patient who would require  any specific attendance, and he can make himself useful in the work of the wards, or in the grounds, under the usual supervision, but more is to be got out of him by kindness than by driving.

He is an imbecile, and not a very foolish one.

