Representing the Body: Portable Art in Non-Urban Communities

A few things to think about:
1. What need/urge prompts humans to represent themselves in a variety of media?
2. What choices in the production/creation of the miniature humans affects the type of image created?
3. Is gender important?
4. Why earthy matter? What link, if any, is there between the many myths, legends and stories of humans being created from earth/clay/dust by the gods and the many early anthropomorphic representations worldwide in this medium?
5. How useful are the theories we looked at last week for interpreting these objects?
6. What about Bailey’s cheirotic approach and/or discussions of miniaturisation?

And now to meet some miniature (or at least smaller than lifesize) people in different media!


Not from the Near East: but interesting early representations/images....
[image: Pin on Art préhistorique - sculptures]				[image: Venus of Dolní Věstonice - Wikipedia]
Dolní Věstonice: Upper Palaeolithic ivory 		Dolní Věstonice: fired clay

And over to Predynastic Egypt:
[image: Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology Home | Ancient art, Egyptian artifacts,  Egyptian art]			[image: Brooklyn Museum]
Ivory and lapis				baked clay


A few figures from the Near East:

[image: Ain-Ghazal: The Best of Prehistoric art] 		[image: Human figure, from Ain Ghazal, Jordan ca. 6750-6250 BCE | Oudheid, Antiek]
‘Ain Ghazal: plaster
[image: Tell Halaf Figurine]	[image: ]
Halaf: baked clay				Souskiou (Cyprus): clay pot
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