
Welcome to our first 
‘Cluster Hello!’

Advanced Creative Enquiry
Module briefing 28/09/20



AKA “ACE” 
to it’s friends



Reference to CLUSTER, “Cluster group,” “Cluster module,” “your Cluster,” 
is a new part of the academic structure, which is organized in this way 

1. Your University – UWTSD
2. Your Institute – Welsh Institute of Science and Art (WISA) 
3. We are the Art bit - Swansea College of Art
4. Your Academic Area – Architecture and Design
5. Your Cluster – “Design” (incl. SPD, Design Crafts, Glass & Product)
6. Your Programme – Surface Pattern Design

But first,CLUSTER – what does this mean?



Why us?
What have we got in common?

What makes us great?
What opportunities are there for us?

We are an established team already and you will be working with all of 
us through this module, without exception!

For ACE you will be working together as a group of 26 students in total 
comprising Surface Pattern, Design Crafts and Glass (not Product this time)

CLUSTER characteristics



Drawing, Materiality, Process



• A Multi disciplinary investigation designed to fuel the subsequent 
Independent Project and Major Project modules

• An exciting range of studio sessions and workshops in SPD/DC/Glass
• SPD Studio based sessions enabling the whole cohort to work 

together safely
• Workshop based sessions that have been meticulously planned to 

enable small groups to work safely in rotation 

ACE Overview                   What characterizes the module?



Newness
Exploration
Risk Taking

Questioning
Curiosity

Stretching
Innovation

Self Development
Growth mindset

Ethos of ACE                    



Looking for potential for the next stage of the process



ACE Schedule



• Where can you find the timetable?
On your Student HWB, this is linked to the “live” Celcat system

• Individualized Group Rotations 
Featuring numbered and lettered groups

Look carefully and regularly

• Why can’t you swap groups?
Track and Trace policy

ACE Timetable: Key features



• You can only access the areas on the timetable on your designated 
days.  

• Studios, Mac suites and Workshops areas are carefully “ZONED” to 
protect “bubbled” groups.

• Where you are timetabled to the SPD studio for the day – you are 
encouraged to make use of the full day if you feel well and 
comfortable to do so.

• Self study opportunities will be advertised by the Tech Dem team in 
due course through a system of managed Open Access.

ACE Timetable: Key features cont.



Where will you find it, and other key module info?
We will be utilising the ACE Team on TEAMS, and the ACE Moodle 

Module as repositories.

• Please check you can access both of these virtual learning 
environments.

• Upload Apps, turn notifications on – stay connected.

The Module Brief – General Cluster Wide







How can you get the ball 
rolling?

Prep Tasks and Self Study
• Curate it Yourself
• 7 Day Drawing Kickstarter



This is the WORKING THEME.
We invite you to curate your own VIRTUAL GALLERY to work from.
Consider notions of

• Stay Near Go Far; The World at your Fingertips
• Relooking, Restaging, Reframing; This is a New World but what do  

we want to take forward from the Old World?
• Homage

This is your Creative Enquiry.  How can you make this work for your emerging Major project 
ideas and your Independent Project Live Brief?
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/georgiamckie/ace-2021/ My emerging Virtual Gallery.

Design from Art; Become the Curator; Curate it Yourself

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/georgiamckie/ace-2021/




….to paintings, sculpture, art, to styles, genres, isms, to material, 
process, artists or groups of artists.

You are required to initiate this activity through 
• visits to accessible Museums and Galleries in the area
• access to the library via the Click and Collect service 
• invested research in online repositories such as Pinterest, Instagram, websites etc.

This will be a fluid process that will continue to unfold as the module 
gains momentum. Allow the curation to emerge, change and inform your 
work in the ACE sessions.  Have fun with this concept, use your power!

Through your Metaphorical Curation - make connections…



Siwan’s Sketchbook Directly referencing art works through imagery



Linking Art to practice informal connections in Research Journals



7 Day Drawing Challenge designed to kickstart ACE

Choose either
• 7 Days of Floral
• 7 Days of Form

Set a time each day over the next week or two to DRAW!

Inspiration here at Claire’s 7 day floral challenge pin board  
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/clsavonst/7-day-floral-drawing-challenge/
Use loose leaf papers or sketchbooks – these can be compiled with other ACE developments as they emerge.
Engage with your subject matter.  What are you looking at? Research its name? What is it related to that you also 
could draw or paint?  What are it’s inherent qualities?

Drawing Kickstarter Activity

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/clsavonst/7-day-floral-drawing-challenge/




• The ACE ethos! - Curiosity, openness and enthusiasm
• Reference to your emerging VIRTUAL GALLERY in research journals, 

print-outs and associated objects.
• Your 7 day Drawing Kickstarter.
• Objects – flowers, cloth, forms, vessels, ornaments, mismatched 

scales, ‘stand-ins’ or symbols of…, associations to…, organic, 
manmade.  Analyse your Gallery and themes – what do you need to 
bring this to life?

• Art and Design kit – you will need to be mobile!  Be Prepared.

What to bring to your sessions?



Inspiration to sustain what comes next
Broadened horizons
A narrative
Palette directions
Your creative voice
An emerging design signature
Uniqueness
Material directions
An understanding of the Zeitgeist

What are you looking for?



Lively 
journals
evidencing
your design 
thinking.



• You are asked to submit an organized, explorative body of drawings, 
material samples, research journals related to your developing ideas.

• An open-ended platform of possibilities.
• This module is not about finished design outcomes.
• You will be rewarded for your sense of adventure.

What will you have at the end of the module?



Rich starting points 
yet to be refined



You will need to book a free ticket online for the following galleries…

Waterfront Museum Swansea
https://museum.wales/swansea/visit/
Glynn Vivian Art Gallery
https://www.glynnvivian.co.uk/visit/book-your-free-admission/
Mission Gallery
https://www.missiongallery.co.uk/visitor-policy/ Mission gallery has a policy of 3 people in the shop and 3 
people in the exhibition, but you do not have to book.

Discover florals in and around Swansea (Safely – please observe social distancing and lockdown 
restrictions)
https://botanicgarden.wales/
https://botanicsswansea.co.uk/
https://www.swansea.gov.uk/clyne
https://www.visitswanseabay.com/listings/parks-gardens/

First wave lockdown inspiration came in many forms….
#Gettymuseumchallenge #mettwinning #metanywhere @tussenkunstenquarantaine

https://museum.wales/swansea/visit/
https://www.glynnvivian.co.uk/visit/book-your-free-admission/
https://www.missiongallery.co.uk/visitor-policy/
https://botanicgarden.wales/
https://botanicsswansea.co.uk/
https://www.swansea.gov.uk/clyne
https://www.visitswanseabay.com/listings/parks-gardens/

