



Impact of major events on policing and public perception.
This is a supportive paper about what the police did during the Brixton riots, regarding their actions. This paper will also consider the advantages and disadvantages of the actions taken during the riots. 
The Brixton riots was a major event that began in 1981 and went on for three days, from the tenth of April to the twelfth of April in London (Purbrick & Schofield, 2009). Tension had been rising between the police and the black community in Brixton, due to the police officers conducting unlawful stop and searches (DrugWise, 2006). These unlawful stop and searches caused black people to feel discriminated against and targeted (BBC, 2023). The black people within Brixton believed that stop and search was being used a punitive measure against them (DrugWise, 2006).
The advantages of this event include the following, a number of police officers in Brixton and surrounding areas were deployed to where the riot was taking place (The Guardian, 2023). The riot team and police officers used the riot control tactics effectively. This was done by the officers working as a team and using their shields, batons and CS gases to disperse groups of people involved in the riot away from crowds, shops, buildings and vehicles (The Guardian, 2023). Suspects who were involved in any criminal activity during the riots were arrested (The Guardian, 2023). The Stop and Search legislation was changed and updated within the Police and Evidence Act (1984). This means that under this legislation, police officers can only stop and search a person and a vehicle if they have grounds to do so (College of Policing, 2023; Home Office, 2023). Lord Scarman said that “the police must carry some responsibility.” He also called for the governments action to help improve housing situations, jobs and education for the young people who live in the inner cities (BBC News, 2023). After the Brixton riots, it was revealed during the governments inquiry that police officers needed further and ongoing training in the following areas, prevention and containment of public disorder, community relations, stricter controls to eliminate conduct which is racially prejudiced and new systems for formal consultation between the police and the community (Reed, 1982).
The disadvantages of this event includes, the way police officers treated people was negative during the riots. For example, the way they spoke to people and treated them. The people were not treated with respect during this time (The Guardian, 2023). There was one hundred and fifty police officers out of uniform who conducted one thousand stop and searches unlawfully and one hundred and fifty people were arrested (Jefferson, 2011). There was rumours of police brutality against certain people, such as black people going around at the time, which did not help the situation (BBC News, 2023). Properties and vehicles were damaged during the Brixton riots, which resulted in seven and a half million pounds worth of damage (BBC News, 2023). There was an increase in poor housing and unemployment during this time, which caused a lot of upset and unrest for the people and families within the community (BBC, News, 2023). There was a lack of trust and confidence in the police during this time, because a lot of people did not feel safe in the community and a lot of the people felt scared and threatened during the Brixton riots (BBC News, 2023). During the Brixton riots, more than a couple of hundred police officers were injured, which was not good. These injuries were caused during the use of force they were applying. This also caused injuries to the people in the community. Police officers failed to address the social and economic issues before and during the Brixton riots. Had they addressed these issues beforehand, they could have prevented the riot from happening (Home Office, 2013). Not all black people were suspects and not all of them took part in any criminal activity during the riots. However, the police were racially profiling during the riots and black people were being targeted and accused (Pierre, 2022). Police officers did not communicate or engage with the community effectively. More so with the black people. If they did, they could have built a strong relationship with the people in the community and the riot would not have taken place and there could have been a decrease in crimes (London Assembly, 2015).
In conclusion, there are a lot of disadvantages to this event that took place in Brixton, compared to the advantages. However, since the Brixton riots the police have slowly gained the public’s trust and confidence once again (BBC News, 2023). Also, with the new Stop and Search legislation in place, people are being treated with more respect and equality (College of Policing, 2023). The Brixton riots highlights the need for the community and the police to have a good relationship built on similar ethical considerations (Nalla, et al., 2018). At the time of the Brixton riots, there was increased racial discrimination which was not addressed and alienated the black community (Afridi, 2017). The only recourse the black community had at their disposal was to riot, to demonstrate the level of unrest within the community and was their only means to enforce change (Ince, et al., 2023). Therefore, good public relations between the community and the police would act as a barrier to the need to riot, as less destructive forms of communication can be used to the same effect (Bruchem, et al., 2023). The Brixton riots acts as a good reminder that the United Kingdom has a diverse population with many different ethnicities and the police services need to represent and respect the diversity of the communities that they serve (Dick & Cassell, 2022).
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