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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

Word Count 2123

Whilst conducting my duties as a police constable I attended a call whereby a male had requested attendance as he had been the victim of a domestic related criminal damage. On arrival the perpetrator who was female had fled the scene, leaving the victim who was male at his address evidently petrified. The female who was the ex-partner of the male had attended the address unannounced, attempted to enter the premises and subsequently damaged the CCTV the male had set up at the front of his porch. On my arrival I engaged with the male and began a process of Socratic questioning to paint a picture of the relationship between him and his ex-partner. During this exchange I discovered that this was not an isolated incident and that many domestic related incidents had taken place before however, very few had been reported. 

In line with force policy with all domestic incidents, I conducted a public protection notice to explore the nature of these unreported incidents and attempts to establish true picture. During this process I discovered that the male in fact was a repeat victim of abuse over a substantial period which had continued even after the relationship had ceased. The male even divulged in admitting that the security camera that had been damaged in this incident, was set up in order to try and negate further incidents from the female perpetrator. The public protection notice had painted a picture where the male had suffered physical, emotional abuse, criminal damage and a relationship that was undoubtedly coercive and controlling. 

At this stage I felt it was appropriate to try and establish why the male had suffered such an array of torment and abuse and failed to report it. The male explained that he did not have a good relationship with police and that there had been occasions whereby the police had attended an incident between him and his partner and he had been arrested, he believes this is down too bias. Additionally, the male confessed that he felt an element of embarrassment and shame at reporting incidents against a female. Although he realised that this was a dated view, he explained that reporting crimes against a female made him feel emasculated. As a result, the male admitted to not reporting a number of crimes and not seeking help. During this incident the male agreed to make a statement and seek help, I disseminated his details and the details of the report to domestic abuse related agencies as part of due process. 

As a police officer I have to concur that since my time in service the majority of incidents I have attended which have been domestic related, the female has been the victim and the male the perpetrator. The statement made by the male made me ponder over whether we assume that in a domestic incident, the female is the victim and the male the perpetrator. Statistics of domestic abuse would suggest that females are of greater risk of domestic abuse than males, this is supported by SafeLives (2015) who state that women are at a higher risk of males from domestic abuse, which is reflected in 95% of MARAC referrals requested by females. It is not only reported incidents that support this hypothesis, but statistics of domestic related crimes also follow the same trend. According to Walby (2004) around the world there were 2.4 million adult victims of domestic abuse last year, out of these 1.7 were female and 669,000 were males. 

This incident resonated in my mind leading me to wonder whether there is a culture of males not wanting to report domestic abuse and engage with the police. Additionally, I wondered whether this culture has created a distorted view of domestic abuse and to try and discover what are the causes of this? And what can be done to improve it? An article by Broberg (2022) has expressed that domestic abuse is a gender motivated crime, perceived as male as the perpetrator and the female as the victim. The article continues by claiming that males are less likely to receive refuge, which includes less spaces available to male survivors. 

As with all domestic related incidents I completed a public protection notice, which identified that the victim was vulnerable, intimidated and at risk of repeat harm. A public protection notice is a document which is created for sharing between partner agencies, with aim of identifying and subsequently tackling safeguarding issues HMICFRS (2023). One of the primary benefits of submitting a public protection notice is it that the information is shared between different agencies, helping to identify the most appropriate care. My time with the victim, including regular contact following the initial report, had identified that he was in fact vulnerable, intimidated and a repeat victim. This was the first time that the victim had agreed to make a statement and engage with police, meaning that it was imperative that they received an appropriate service. This service would be delivered in line with the codes of practice and other victim services. 

A person’s vulnerability is determined by an individual or groups prescribed characteristics, according to West Somerset Healthcare (2023) these include age, mental illness, physical disabilities, learning disabilities and gender. In an article by The College of Policing (2021) the characteristics of an individual or group is not viable enough to explain vulnerability alone, expressing that it is also influenced by the environment. To put this into context a child may not be at risk of harm if they are accompanied by an adult however, should they be separated then the risk of harm is significantly increased. 

When dealing with vulnerable victims of crime it’s essential to deliver a service under the guidance of relevant codes and processes. In 2004 the Codes of practice for victims of Crime was created, applying to not only the police but other relevant agencies such as the probation, the courts, and the prosecution services Basia (2016). One of the main benefits of its establishment is to ensure that victims are supported continuously throughout an investigation and outlining their expectations concisely. A revised code was published by the Ministry of Justice in 2013 which focused more on victims’ entitlements (Victim, Support 2015). These entitlements are centred around revising the victim of the service they should be receiving throughout the investigation, their right to make a complaint and information about the offender at the conclusion stage Ministry of Justice (2020). 

Special measures are a strategy used by the courts system to help vulnerable victims and are set out by the codes of practice CPS (2003). The request is made by the prosecutor and decided by the judge, one of the primary examples is the victim being able to provide evidence from behind a screen or via video link. These measures are especially effective in cases involving children who are victims of sexual offences. The introduction of special measures for victims has been positively received and has continued to improve over time. Since the introduction of the video link evidence, the number of victims exercising this right has risen from 43% to 83%, especially amongst children (Hamlyn, B. et, al 2004). 

Domestic violence is another area in which there are a large number of vulnerable victims and victims of harm. This is supported by statistics outlined in a study by The Home Office (2002) which concluded that domestic violence is the offence which has the highest rate of repeat victims. Furthermore 42% of domestic violence victims have been targeted more than once, experiencing up to 20 violent incidents each year differing in severity (Walby, S, and Allen, J. (2004). 

A range of strategies are used to help victims of domestic crime including the use of DVPN’s and DVPO’s by the police and restraining orders by the court. According to the Home Office (2022) a domestic violence protection notice is issued by the police and gives the victim temporary protection from the perpetrator whilst a Domestic Violence Protection order is applied for. If successful, the DVPO will provide the victim with 28 days of protection from the perpetrator. Similar to DVPN/DVPO’s there are restraining orders and non-molestation orders, both of which are preventative measures aimed at protecting vulnerable people. The NCDV (2023) go further by explaining that both provide the same level of protection by putting barriers in place such as constricting communication between the victim and perpetrator. The only difference however is that restraining orders are issued by the court and non-molestation orders are applied for by the individual. 

In addition to those orders there are other prevention measures aimed at safeguarding vulnerable people and groups from specific offences. These measures are outlined by domestic abuse services (2023) and include stalking protection orders, forced marriage protection orders, female genital mutilation prevention orders, sex offenders register and sexual prevention harm order. These orders are appropriate in the sense that they are unique and tailored for specific vulnerable individuals and groups. Additionally, these orders protect and manage vulnerable people and groups by focusing on the potential perpetrator and environment, limiting their ability to exploit the vulnerable. Despite these measures however, a study conducted by Langan, Schmitt and Durose (2003) portray a worrying narrative. A study of sex-offenders recidivism rates found that from a sample of 9,691, 17.1% were rearrested for violent crimes and 43% for other types of crimes. 

Ultimately in regard to vulnerable individuals and groups that are of risk of harm, evidence suggests that there are support measures available to individuals to help protect them. These measures are appropriate in the sense that they are applied to the relevant vulnerable person, based on the professional judgement from agencies such as the police, probation, social services and many more. An example of this is an individual who is vulnerable from domestic abuse, having a restraining order a DVPN/DVPO or being subject of a MARAC. Similar to the incident I attended which was domestic in nature, the preventative measures placed on perpetrators are appropriate but have limitations. Re-offending rates, especially for domestic violence are ominous because they illustrate that it is difficult to stop vulnerable individuals or groups being subject to harm indefinitely. Additionally on reflection, it’s essential that as a police constable I am able to deviate away from unconscious bias, such as males being vulnerable from females in a domestic context. 

Evidence based policing has become an integral part of attempting to reduce repeat victimisation and repeat offending. A major proponent in the field was Sherman (1998) who captured it’s meaning as research on crime, the criminal justice system and relevant agencies being used to apply the most appropriate guidelines to help reduce crime and victim patterns. Evidence based policing has become an effective practical tool, which through research can help the police identify trends and patterns aiding the application of pragmatic strategies, College of Policing (2020). Kime and Weller (2018) further support the benefits of evidence-based policing by claiming that research can help identify patterns relating to repeat victims of crime and repeat offending. Once these are established, they can be assessed and help understand why they are taking place? Whether or not the current response is effective? And should other strategies be employed? 

As a strategy for crime prevention, evidence-based policing has grown in popularity due to the fact it’s fluid and developmental. To elaborate more specifically Goff and Herrington (2014) outline that information and intelligence collated can help the police employ strategies to deal with the ever-changing demand of society. The works of Sherman (1998) expresses that evidence-based policing is effective in tackling crime as it’s a proactive approach rather than the historical reactive approach. This is also supported by the problem orientated approach outlined by Goldstein (1990), which adopts a multi-agency approach to crime prevention which has proved effective in tackling repeat offending and repeat victimisation. This is done giving agencies such as the community, social services, hospitals an opportunity to provide information and intelligence and disseminate it amongst each other to help prevent crime. 

Repeat victimisation and repeat offending can flourish when a strategy adopted to tackling these issues, lack dynamism and have proved unsuccessful. The police have often been guilty of reactively trying to arrest their way our of repeat offending and victimisation, Bratton, and Kelling (2012). Evidence based policing has taken a fresh approach to tackling repeat offending and victimisation by analysing patterns and trends, identifying risks, evaluating previous strategies, and applying resources appropriately, Kennedy et al. (2018). This is achieved by adopting the SARA model which involves looking at repeat offending and victimisation, scanning the issues, analysing its effects and causes, responding to the issues and assessing the effectiveness of the response, College of Policing (2022). 










 
 





Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:












Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 

Word Count: 2078

During my time as a police officer, I have dealt with an array of offences including violence against people, acquisitive offences, road traffic offences and many more. Along with these, during my short career I have seen first-hand a rise in online sexual crimes and cybercrimes. My personal experiences are corroborated by national statistics such as that posted by the NSPCC (2022) who state that online grooming has risen by 80% since 2017. Additionally, Griffiths, C (2023) discovered in a 2022 study of internet users in the UK, that there was a 40% rise in cybercrime victims since 2020. 

These figures are both staggering and a damming representation of the vulnerability people, groups, and businesses face from online criminals. As a police officer I received a report from a concerned parent regarding their child who had been the victim of online grooming via a social media platform. Following a conversation between the victim, who was 9 and their parent it had been discovered that messages and pictures had been sent via snapchat, some of which were of an explicit nature. Due to the age of the victim and the nature of the potential offences, I decided to consult with our CID department to arrange an ABE interview, conducted by a specifically trained officer under appropriate settings for a minor. 

The interview was subsequently conducted, and it was discovered that explicit images and messages had been shared between an adult and a group of children that had set up a group on snapchat, all of which were around the age of nine. In addition to this, the perpetrator had threatened expose the pictures of the minors if they did not receive a ransom. This began the start of the investigation which, presented a number of complexities including, the nature of the offences, the age of the victims and the ways in which the offences were committed. According to Barnardo’s (2023) children are at a greater risk of exploitation due to the fact that they are impressionable, risk averse and lack maturity. A major issue with cyber-crimes is that it has the ability to be committed in a covert, evasive manner with the offenders easily concealing their identity. According to a study carried out by the RPC (2017) out of 1.9 million cyber-crimes committed in a single year,  there was only 57 convictions. 

Following the interview, this investigation had transgressed to a stage where there were multiple vulnerable victims of series sexual offences. As all of the victims were minors and from the same school, as word spread this sparked series concern among parents and subsequently the wider community. This was accelerated by social media which has allowed society to share news easier and faster than ever before Riddle, J (2017). I assessed the comments that were being made by the community which manifested complex issues surrounding social media and children. Parents from the community affected were left wondering how schools monitor social media usage in school and how they can safeguard their children from online predators. It was these factors which made me think about how I would effectively tackle the issue, identifying which interventions would be most appropriate. 

Through talking to the children and parents affected there was a clear pattern emerging which centred around a lack of education and understanding. Most of the parents were completely unaware of what apps their children had on their devices and who they were talking too. Additionally, the children themselves were completely oblivious to the fact that it was inappropriate for them to be sending and receiving explicit photographs. With this issue now gathering momentum with both the children and parents effected and the community through the medium of social media, I decided to consult with the neighbourhood policing team to educate children within schools and educate the community through meetings. 

Through experience I was aware that the neighbourhood policing team within my station had an excellent reputation within the local schools and the community. Ultimately, I liaised with them and formulated a talk surrounding grooming, social media, and sexual exploitation, to deliver in local schools. My approach is supported by research which has identified the benefits of a good relationship between schools and the police. Trotman, D et.al (2016) highlights that the police entering schools to talk about sensitive issues helps break down barriers and builds rapport between them, teachers, and pupils. This is imperative when tackling complex issues as young people often see police in an authoritarian context, either through personal experiences outside of school or through media. This representation according to Longstaff et al, (2015) means that the police are often viewed as primarily focused on dealing with criminals, rather than supporting potential victims. I had drawn on my experiences since joining the police whereby I have attended anti-social behaviour related calls involving children. These encounters have largely involved me hafting to use a discipline approach to deal with the incident, which although was appropriate at the time only segregates the police and the youth. It has been proven through research that both the public and minors are able to differentiate between the police and the neighbourhood policing team. This has resounding benefits like those expressed in the works of Clayman and Skins (2012), who claim that the identifiable power differential between the regular police and community support officers has alleviated stigmas and increased positive interaction. As the rapport was already established between the community policing team and the schools in the area, the educational talks were being gratefully received. Educating children around sensitive areas in a simplistic approach, allowed the children to go home and in turn educate their parents. This multi-dimensional method of educating is a key feature in schools which have a good relationship with the police, Lamont et al, (2011). 

In my time as a police officer, I have noticed a rise in sexual offences involving children, especially through the medium of social media. This is supported by evidence as according to NSPCC (2023) from the year 2021 to 2022 there has been a 10% rise in sexual exploitation crimes. Furthermore, in the same years there has been a significant rise in Childline counselling sessions surrounding sexual exploitation, NSPCC (2023). Society has changed at a rate which has superseded the ability to safeguard children in regard to sexual exploitation. Not only is this hypothesis supported by data, but it is also evident whilst dealing with these offences in a professional position. My experiences of dealing with child sexual exploitation, especially in an online context, highlighted a lack of understanding and education by all parties. According to Hanson, H (2019) the rapid acceleration of the internet has allowed a proliferation in child sexual abuse. This has been exacerbated by social media who has allowed children to use their platforms but do not give the same considerations in regard to safeguarding them, Kidron et al. (2018). Whilst working with both children and staff at schools, it presented a number of concerns. Firstly, the staff had clearly not been given relevant training to spot potential signs of child sexual exploitation. Secondly, children who accessing social media platforms which are exposing them to harm are not able to identify and report the offences. Going into schools and educating children and staff on sexual exploitation has been gratefully received and has played a positive impact in regard to awareness. I believe that this was the most appropriate method to try and deal with this issue however it is not bulletproof. Online sexual offences are incredibly difficult to investigate and realistically, education is more effective that prevention. Paradoxically I have seen a greater rate in online sexual crimes being reported which supports that theory, this may seem more damming however, it could suggest a greater awareness in recognising the offences.

Whilst dealing with online sexual offences against children my experience had identified a distinct lack of knowledge and education, amongst children, parents, and those in a position of safeguarding. Delivering lessons in schools was helping to educate children and teachers however, there was a need to educate the community as a whole and this was achieved through meetings. Due to the demands as a response officer I again turned to the neighbourhood policing team to help. The neighbourhood policing team regularly work with communities through face-to-face engagement and meetings. South Wales police have created concise and informative pamphlets regarding child sexual exploitation and social media usage amongst minors. My experience surrounding both topics discovered that communities and more importantly parents were unable to identify signs of child sexual exploitation and worryingly, most parents were unaware of the social media platforms being used by their offspring. By providing these pamphlets and delivering speeches at meetings I aimed at raising awareness. 

Social media has grown at an unprecedented rate and with it has manifested both positive and negative factors Sari G, et al. (2019). Children are no exception to this rise and have become a primary consumer, to put it into context according to a study cited by the works of Hadjipanayis, A et, al. (2019) 50% of children check social media platforms once a day and 22% admitted checking more than ten times a day. It is not a surprise to not that a rise in media consumption amongst children is paralleled with a rise in online sexual exploitation. The purpose of trying to educate parents on the matter is try and expose them to the potential danger posed to their children online. The reason why this is important and challenging is that the requirement of parenting is evolving along with the evolution of social culture. To elaborate, the works of Livington S, et al (2020) claim that parenting practices are shifting from the historical sense whereby, they are now required to monitor and control social media usage. Research regarding monitoring social media usage in children has manifested issues such as parents having less knowledge on media than the children themselves, Independent (2018). Another issue is that social media usage and what is acceptable is a subjective theory which differs between parents. With this in mind the purpose of pamphlets and meetings is to simplify and educate all on a generalised basis, covering topics on how to manage screen time, monitor passwords and activity and also to outline age limits for certain platforms. 

Social media usage and child sexual exploitation are linked however they are not mutually exclusive. As children are impressionable and risk averse, they are at the greater risk until they mature. Going into schools to educate children on the signs and dangers of child sexual exploitation is only half the battle, thus the justification for educating parents is realised. Parents would be educated about child sexual exploitation by speeches and pamphlets that were disseminated by the neighbourhood policing team during community-based meetings and in schools for children to take home. Thes pamphlets aimed at helping parents identify signs of child sexual exploitation which are outlined by the Met Police (2023) as a change in behaviour, new gifts, oversexualisation, going missing and being secretive. 

To conclude I am satisfied with the interevetnions I adopted to help tackle issues regarding child sexual exploitation and social media usage. As the issues transgressed from a local to community level, I knew that it was imperative that I requested help from the neighbourhood policing team, who’s networking with the wider public far superseded my own. Although I felt these interventions were appropriate, they were not without their limitations. On reflection, although there is no harm in a collaborative approach to tackling issues, I felt as though the demand of response policing meant that as a whole the majority of the work was carried out by the neighbourhood policing team and not myself. There is a feeling that my approach has painted a picture where I have created a solution to an issue but have shifted all the responsibility and operation to others. Another critique in regard to my approach is the difficulty in measuring the success. Through continued liaising with the neighbourhood policing team, I am able to be provided with positive and negative feedback from the public and the schools however, in regard to tackling the issue of child exploitation online the success in unknown at this point. If I am measuring success in the form of community and engagement awareness then it’s however, whether my methods have affected child sexual exploitation offences, this is unmeasurable at this time. 


















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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