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AIM(S)
· To equip students with suitable research knowledge, skills and competencies required to undertake independent historical study at PG level.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:  
· demonstrate a comprehensive knowledge and critical understanding of the field of information technology;
· show a comprehensive knowledge and critical understanding of the use of both traditional and electronic bibliographical and archival finding aids as they relate to the study of history;
· show a critical awareness of the practical skills necessary to engage in research on the modern and periods respectively; 
· demonstrate a critical awareness of the conservation policies of states, local government, business and other organisations;
· demonstrate an ability to fully understand and to evaluate questions of source provenance, survival, meaning and significance.
INDICATIVE CONTENT
This module equips students to undertake independent research. It concentrates on the acquisition and use of research materials, both primary and secondary. A key aim of the module is to develop students’ awareness of the field of information technology: students are trained in the use of both traditional and electronic bibliographical and archival search facilities. In addition, tutors lead visits to archives, libraries and repositories of visual materials. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Moodle Units will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices outlined above. Students will explore these through specific case studies; each week presenting their own research on a given topic within the seminar. 
Seminars and interactive workshops will be used in order to support discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned as well as enabling students to pursue their own questions. Module information may be supported by student chatrooms moodle forums to explore more fully the concepts, principles and practices of each topic, to explore aspects of the set reading for the Unit, or to enable clarification where confusion might have arisen. In addition, tutorial support is available with the module tutors and the programme director.
Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s). Much of this is included in the material contained in each Unit, though further guidance is available from module tutors.

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	20
	10%

	Independent learning
	180
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT
Assessment Component 1 – 30%
One bibliographical exercise of 1500 words

Exemplar: Choose a notable historian and compile an annotated bibliography based on their work. The bibliography should include both examples of the historian’s scholarship and of the impact and influence this had on other historians. Particular attention should be paid to identifying the particular historiographical/theoretical approach of your chosen historian.

Assessment Component 2 – 30%
One archival exercise of 1500 words
Exemplar: Choose two of the following topics, each one from a different section, and using both traditional and electronic catalogues compile a list of archival sources. You should begin your report with a statement explaining your methodology. You should then list the sources you have been able to find, explaining their current location and, where appropriate, their provenance and significance. You should conclude your report with a statement of future directions for archival searches.

(A)	People
	examples	
The Black Prince
The Neville earls of Westmorland
John Pecham, archbishop of Canterbury
David Lloyd George
Margaret Thatcher
(B)	Places
	examples	
Tenby (Pembrokeshire)
	Rochester (Kent)
	Coventry (Warwickshire)
	Swansea (Glamorgan)
	Liverpool (Merseyside/Lancashire)
	Your home town, village, etc.
 (C)	Institutions/Themes
	examples	
	The Peasants’ Revolt
	The Agincourt Campaign
	A parish church of your choice
	A museum of your choice
	A building of your choice

Assessment Component 3 – 20%
One commentary of 1000 words on a visual image
Exemplar: Write a commentary on one of the following images: (example: a medieval seal, a painting, a photograph)

Assessment Component 4 –  20%
One exercise of 1000 words locating printed primary sources

Exemplar: Choose a topic to research. Use the online newspaper collections that are available via the UWTSD library to locate sources relevant to your topic, and compile a 1000-word commentary summarising your key findings. 


Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%









EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes

	
	

	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

This module is designed in line with 2 of the 5 pedagogic approaches to sustainable development identified by UNIESCO:

•	Critical and Creative thinking 
Critical and creative thinking enables people to explore new ways of thinking and acting, make informed decisions, and create alternatives to present choices. It involves reflecting on how people interrelate with one other, understanding cultural differences and creating alternative ways to live together.

•	Systemic thinking 
Thinking systemically is essential to sustainable development, as piecemeal approaches have proved not to work - instead resolving one issue while creating other problems. Sustainable development requires approaches which go beyond analysis in terms of ‘problem-solving’ and/or ‘cause-effect’.
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	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Peniston-Bird, CM and Sarah Barber eds. History Beyond the Text: A Student's Guide to Approaching Alternative Sources (Abington, Oxon: Routledge, 2009).
	☐

	Essential
	Backhouse, Janet, The Illuminated Manuscript (Oxford: Phaidon, 1979; rpt., 1998)
	☐

	Essential
	Harvey, K, History and Material Culture: A Student's Guide to Approaching Alternative Sources (Abington, Oxon: Routledge, 2009).
	☐

	Further
	Tamm, Marek and Peter Burke eds. Debating New Approaches to History (London: Bloomsbury, 2018)

	☐

	Further
	Arnold, John H. What is Medieval History?  (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2008).
	☒

	Further
	Rose, Sonya O. What is Gender History? (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2010).
	☒

	Further 
	Rosenwein, Barbara H and Riccardo Cristianin. What is the History of Emotions? (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2018).
	☒

	Further
	Burke, P., Eyewitnessing: The Uses of Images as Historical Evidence (London: Riakton Books, 2001). 

	☐

	Further
	Riden, P., Record Sources for Local History (London: Batsford, 1987) 

	☐

	Further
	Pearce, Susan M. Interpreting Objects and Collections (London: Routledge, 1994)
	☒

	Further
	Stephens, W. B. Sources for English Local History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981)
	☐

	Further
	Newhauser, Richard G, ed. A Cultural History of the Senses in the Middle Ages, 500–1450 (London: Bloomsbury, 2014).
	☒

	Further
	Burke, Peter. What is Cultural History? (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2018).
	☒

	Further
	Downes, Stephanie, Sally Holloway and Sarah Randles, eds. Feeling Things: Objects and Emotions through History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018)
	☒

	Further
	Highmore, Ben. Everyday Life and Cultural Theory: An Introduction (London: Routledge, 2002).
	☒



