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This article is about the Natufian culture and whether this Mesolithic group of hunter-gatherers discovered in the levant region became sedentary based on the archaeological evidence. The word sedentism is used to describe the cultural practice of living in one place for a long time which became the question for archaeologists to answer, were the Natufian nomadic or sedentary? The Natufian were first identified in 1928 in the caves of Shuqba, Palestine by Dorothy Garrod. Who later excavated the sites El-wad (1928) and Kebarah (1929-1932). Some of the crucial pieces of evidence uncovered between these sites include what is believed to be a sickle which would indicate the Natufian establishing a link to food production and agriculture. Garrod decided the best form of classification was looking into the subdivisions of worked flint as the writer states this was least controversial method. It's evident the writer of this article wants to remind us to put ourselves in the position of Garrod with the limited knowledge of the time. 
Francois Valla is also giving us as readers an insightful perspective into the ways different archaeologist's form varied interpretations from excavations. It is believed that the Natufian may have been sedentary due to burial practices as interpreters at the time thought it symbolised the land having significance to them which would prolong their settlement. This is comparable to the Neolithic houses in Jericho. Later in 1957 Jean Perrot published a detailed paper on the findings at Ain Mallaha (Eynan) a site which showed a more permanent state which he was admittedly disappointed with at first as it didn’t fit with his original narrative about the Natufians. Animal bones were being tested for signs of domestication this was usually seen alongside plant cultivation, while again would be a strong indicator that they were sedentary.  
The writer is relaying the information back to us about the empirical evidence alongside his own opinions looking more so into the archaeologists as individuals as well as their interpretations. He has created enough of a basis for readers to see the progression of our understanding of the Natufians from the earliest excavations to the present. This article also shows the difficulties faced by archaeologists in the field when piecing together the past with the substantial evidence. 
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