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Introduction
This report is an examination of the module BMSW4001 and the academic and employability skills I have gained through it. Although, there were a variety of skills, since taking this module I have improved in the areas of academic, reflective and report writing as well as referencing within such works appropriately. Through application of researched sources of academic descent, I will support the critical evaluation of the skills mentioned. Writing is an important tool of communication and being able to communicate through different forms of writing is a beneficial instrument both in academic fields, and outside. While I had previously been introduced to different writing styles and their characteristics and traits, it was not until enrolling on this course, that I began to apply the knowledge appropriately. Even through failure I have learned how to differentiate writing styles for different tasks, as well as the steps towards writing reports and more. Through this report I will examine the freshly found directives and analyse both strengths and weaknesses in all skills considered. Overall, this will provide the ability to acknowledge the past capabilities and how they have improved overtime.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Academic Writing
 
Academic writing is something which crosses the path of many students and representatives of an academic institution or an opinion about an academic matter. However, academic writing does not take the form of everyday language and spoken work. As Gillett (2009) states, one of the main ways academic writing is different from other forms of writing is in its relationship to its reader, or its audience. 
 
Academic writing provides students with the chance of exploration and examination of different topics and questions their area of study proposes. Furthermore, it allows for a personal exploration of expertise on the topics and in some cases revelation of new approaches or innovative knowledge and thesis. "Academic writing uses more formal vocabulary than spoken language."(Gillett, 2009, p.89) Something which has become apparent over time with academic writing in personal experiences is that academic writing should provide a formal structure and examine questions without the limitation of everyday language. On the contrary, academic writing should provide a logically structured argument which supports an idea, however through supporting peer-reviewed opinions for the depth and evaluative nature of the critic. 
"Critical thinking means not just passively accepting what you hear or read, but instead actively questioning and assessing it." (Bailey, 2015, p.24) Throughout my experience in academic writing I have learnt that even though there might be many opinions in support of certain thesis, it is my point of view after acknowledging such opinions that creates my future expertise on a subject. However, an existing challenge in the past and today despite the significant improvements, is the amount of academic reading and research needed for the proof of an argument.
According to Bailey (2015), international students often find that the quantity of academic reading required for higher learning courses is demanding and often challenging, due to the nature of their language skills. While international students are learning a degree, they simultaneously must adjust to the characteristics of foreign language speech, writing, understanding and overall culture. That can have an impact on the quality of their work, unless they dedicate an incredible amount of time while the habit of said structures is created, which would make academic writing and studies easier. Some can try discussing topics through their personal knowledge, however "a written text with no references is not an academic one and it will be marked as poor." (Gillett, 2009, p.99) Furthermore, an area of focus in future academic writing I would commit to is the necessity of making clear decisions on certain subjects and the ability to prove the thesis comprehensively for the reader or the audience. 
 
Reflective Writing 
Considering the reflective nature of this report, it is important to mention that even though I have had some reflective writing experience it is not vast, and the conclusions being made are after personal research and evaluation of the matter. According to Winter (1999), reflective writing has a voice which represents the mind and thinking of a writer who is in a state of exploration, thus questioning subjects and finally learning from them. Reflective writing does not necessarily have to exist within an educational or academic institution, as it can exist in the form of everyday reflection, as well as reflection of certain conditions, events and more. Through personal reflection on subjects, an individual has the ability to adapt their viewpoints and thesis due to the inquisitive nature of such writings. "Purposeful reflection can change how we think about things, what we do and how we do it, and can lead to specific changes in planning for what we do next." (Williams, 2012, p.3) It is fascinating to examine reflective writing, as it has become apparent through personal experiences, many students do not realise the importance of reflective writing for the improvement of academic, professional, and personal knowledge on any subject. However, as Winter (1999) states, reflection is the creation of new links between different theoretical sources, therefore it is at the same time personal and innovative.
 Unlike academic writing, reflective writing may confuse some due to its informal nature at times. However, reflective writing does not invite slang and lack of structure. On the contrary, it requires a framework, which allows the writer to focus on the development needed from such reflections. When a writer seeks to understand the question which is being presented, it would be much easier to find the sources needed to build and support a thesis. However, whenever an individual lacks understanding or motivation to examine the given task of reflection, they create their own limitations and thus create poor work, which leads to poor performance in future. Throughout my personal experience with reflective writing, it was exactly the inability to understand the topic which the task proposes which led to poor creation of reflective works. Evidently, the inability to reflect on past learnings and knowledge leads to the questioning if there is knowledge on the topic. The reflective writing allows individuals to understand their own opinion and the amount of expertise they possess and thus allows for future improvements. Due to the considerable research and the in-depth analysis of reflective writing, I now have confidence that in future my reflections will be more supported with a knowledgeable opinion and the ability to examine further.
 
 Report Writing
Report writing is a common tool of examination of certain questions in academic institutions, as well as in professional settings. What makes report writing from reflective writing is that while reflection is based mainly on personal experience and evidence, report writing mostly provides a variety of professionally or academically sourced evidence and support. There are some exceptions, where a report can be with reflective nature and then the evidence is once again sourced through personal observations. Academic reports are created with certain purpose, which requires a considerable amount of research and supported opinions through peer-review, and it should consist of academic and professional rigour and expertise. Academic reports should be written through a formal structure and it can consist of charts, tables and images which support the thesis being made and are appropriately references. "Reports are informative and they have a purpose, so if the writing is unclear or irrelevant the effectiveness of the information is lost, and the purpose is not achieved." (Reid, 2021, p.94) As with most writing, the writer should always write for the purpose of the audience and their clarity on the subject on which the report is being created. If the report is not concisely written, the thesis of the writer might get lost and misunderstood by those who read it. Furthermore, as Boggs (2021) mentions, professionally written reports might require the use of technical language, however this might be limited depending on the audience. 
The most important addition of the report is the well-structured and coherent representation of a thesis, which is being supported by ethically sourced references from proven sources. 
 The information provided in the report is "usually gathered from several sources, including the person and their family, previous records, and other professionals and agencies." (Bogg, 2021, p.27) In many cases, the writer might have to engage in qualitative and quantitative research for the purpose of gathering personalised data for the support of certain opinions within the report. However, all reports should have a dedicated section in the beginning of the work where a synopsis of the paper is being provided alongside its purpose and aims. This allows readers to search for the answer within the report and realise whether the writer has achieved its purpose or not. In my personal experience, report writing has transformed from an unknown entity into an acquaintance, which means that whilst in the past I did not have detailed understanding of report writing, today I can write a supported thesis on a question and go through the required steps for a coherent representation of opinions. 
 
Referencing
As an international student where referencing is not introduced prior to higher education, my understanding of referencing at first was shallow and I was not able to identify when to reference, with what purpose and how. In the words of Pears (2019), referencing is the process of acknowledging other people’s work when it has been used in an assignment or research. The main aims of referencing in my understanding are to demonstrate that the student or writer have researched in-depth on the subject and have considered and evaluated different opinions. Therefore, referencing is done with the purpose of displaying clear evidence that research has been done and it has contributed to the final thesis. Furthermore, referencing allows the writer to establish accurate credibility and authority for the represented arguments within written work. Referencing other people’s words can be done through citations or through paraphrasing. It has become apparent that when citing "quotations should be relevant to your arguments and used judiciously in your text." (Pears, 2019, p.13) If a written work consists of too many references, this leads the reader to believe in the lack of knowledge of the individual who has provided the written work due to little representation of personal opinions. 
 
On the other hand, paraphrasing can be used as "when you paraphrase, you express someone else’s writing in your own words, usually to achieve greater clarity." (Pears, 2019, p.15) However, whilst a written work should provide evidence of research, it should also provide clarity of opinion and a structured thesis around the personal understanding of the writer. Referencing can be proven through a list of references at the end of the report or essay, where all quoted authors within the text are being provided. If a writer has researched widely and has not used all references within the text, they can create a bibliography once again at the end of the report or essay.  "A bibliography also provides a detailed list of references but includes background readings or other material you may have consulted, but not cited, in your text." (Pears, 2019, p.17) Overall, referencing is a necessary skill for any individual that is taking part in an academic course whether it is university, college, or others. Throughout this module, I have learned how to successfully apply referencing techniques, usually Harvard style references, which was a skill that I did not have in the past. This will allow me to always in future create academic and non-academic writings of a better quality and supported with evidence. 
 



Conclusion
In conclusion, this reflective report has examined several areas of continuous learning and improvement which the Academic Employability skills has provided. Through this reflection, an examination of past and current skills was displayed and has allowed for forecasting of necessary areas of improvements and further research. The difference between academic, reflective and report writing was discussed and the importance of referencing within professional writings and thesis was investigated. Furthermore, evidence was proposed through academic sources which can be found in the reference list at the end of this report. 
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