Step 1.3- Online Activities Week 1


Activity 1
My name is Mădălina and I’m looking forward to studying this module. One thing about me is that I enjoy learning about different cultures and how the world is becoming more connected.

What I am most looking forward to in this module is gaining a better understanding of globalisation and how it affects societies, economies, and everyday life. I think this knowledge will be very useful for my future studies and career.

Activity 2
Globalisation is the process by which countries around the world become more connected to each other. This happens mainly because of improvements in technology, communication, and transport, which allow people, goods, and information to move more easily between countries.
Giddens (1990) explains globalisation as the increasing connection between societies, where events happening in one part of the world can affect people in another. This shows that globalisation is not only about money or trade, but also about social and cultural connections. In addition, the International Monetary Fund (IMF, 2023) defines globalisation as the growing integration of countries through international trade and the spread of technology.
Globalisation has many positive effects, such as better access to global markets, new job opportunities, and the sharing of knowledge. However, it can also have negative effects, including inequality between countries and the loss of local traditions. Overall, globalisation is an important process that influences modern society in both positive and negative ways.
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Self-assessment using the Generic Marking Criteria

Using the Generic Marking Criteria, I would give this work a mark of 50–55%. The work shows a basic understanding of the topic, is clearly structured, and includes appropriate sources. To achieve a higher mark, the work could include more detailed examples and deeper analysis.

Activity 3 

1. What is unfair practice and plagiarism?
Unfair practice refers to any action that gives a student an unfair advantage in their academic work. This includes plagiarism, cheating, collusion, or using unauthorised materials during assessments.
Plagiarism is when a student uses someone else’s work, ideas, or words without giving proper credit. This can include copying text from books, websites, or other students and presenting it as your own work.

2. How can I avoid plagiarism?
Plagiarism can be avoided by always acknowledging the sources used in academic work. This means referencing books, articles, and websites correctly. Paraphrasing information in your own words and using quotation marks when directly quoting are also important. In addition, planning work in advance and checking assignments before submission can help reduce the risk of accidental plagiarism.

3. What are the penalties?
The penalties for plagiarism and unfair practice depend on the seriousness of the offence. Minor cases may result in reduced marks or a requirement to resubmit the work. More serious or repeated offences can lead to a mark of zero for the assessment, failure of the module, or further disciplinary action by the university.

Activity 4 – Finding Sources 
         During Activity 4, I explored different methods of finding academic sources, including Google Scholar, the Online Library, Google Books, and the Primo Research Assistant. I found Google Scholar easy to use, as it provides access to a wide range of academic articles and books. It was helpful for finding reliable and relevant sources quickly.
         The Online Library was also useful because it gives access to academic journals and textbooks that are not always available through a normal Google search. Google Books helped me preview books and find key information related to my topic. The Primo Research Assistant was useful because it combines many resources in one place, making it easier to search for academic materials.
         Overall, I found that using academic search tools is more effective than using general internet searches. A useful tip for the class is to use specific keywords when searching and to check that sources are academic and reliable. Also, saving useful sources early can help when completing assignments and referencing later.
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