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Introduction 
Throughout this assignment the benefits of language and communication skills for children are going to be discussed through storytelling. The age group that the storyteller selected for the activity was children aged between 2.5 to 3.5 years old, and the storyteller chose to read the book "We’re Going on a Bear Hunt" using both traditional storytelling and digital storytelling methods. During the traditional storytelling activity, the storyteller used different tones of voice throughout the story, asked questions to keep the children engaged, used facial expressions, and repeated key phrases. During the digital storytelling, the storyteller had used a PowerPoint presentation which featured the “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt " story book and images from the book to support the children’s digital literacy skills.  The main purpose of this activity and assignment is to reflect on the storyteller's storytelling skills and consider how language, tone of voice, questioning, facial expressions, and repetition can help support and encourage young children’s development. It will also be explored how storytelling can support early literacy and provide children with foundations for reading later in the development. Different theories and the curriculum for Wales will also be considered in relation to language, literacy and communication within children.  
Finally, the differences between traditional storytelling and digital storytelling and how digital storytelling can help children’s digital literacy. The storytellers' strengths and future improvements will also be explored. 

Main Body 
The “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” book was chosen as the storyteller felt it had repetition and rhythm, and it also had a lot of opportunities for the children to join in throughout the activity. As Speech and Language UK (2025) highlight that, repeating the same words, actions, songs, or rhymes to children helps the children to learn new words and remember the meaning of the words more easily. 
Children around the age of three years old are beginning to develop new words and are able to expand their vocabulary (Speech and Language UK, no date). They become more confident in expressing their ideas and feelings. Children at the age of three years old are also able to begin to follow instructions. They will also develop their listening and attention skills. Activities like storytelling, songs and rhymes help children develop their language and communication skills. NHS (2025) mentions that storytelling is an exciting way to help encourage children to express themselves and learn new words.
Throughout the storytelling activity, repetition was used with words such as “we’re going on a bear hunt”, “Swishy swashy”, and by doing this, it helped encourage the children to join in and learn new words. Sheffield Children’s NHS Foundation Trust (no date) agrees by saying children only need to hear a word 6 times before they can say it and learn it. 
Throughout this activity, the storyteller has reflected on the use of language, and the storyteller changed the tone of voice throughout the story to match what was being said and for the children to have a better idea of the emotions and meaning of the story. 
Questioning 
Throughout the digital story, the storyteller used several questions to get the children involved in the story and to keep the children engaged. The storyteller started by asking the children if they knew what story they were going to be having while showing a picture of the cover of the book and then asking the children if they had heard the story before.
During the traditional story, the storyteller also got the children involved by asking questions about what they thought might happen in the story and showing the children the cover of the book and asking, ‘What do you think the story might be about?’ and also ‘What can they see on the front cover?’ The storyteller asked loads of different questions throughout the story, keeping the children engaged. 
Storytelling is an important part of children’s learning journey as it helps develop the children’s listening, communication and attention skills, and asking questions through the story helps the children to think, develop their understanding, and to also share their ideas (Education Endowment Foundation, 2026).  Asking questions throughout a story encourages the children to listen, take part and extend their vocabulary; when practitioners ask a child a question and extend by asking another question, this is a form of scaffolding which helps the children to develop their answers while thinking of their own ideas. This links to Vygotsky’s theory, where he believes that scaffolding children helps support their progress while allowing them independence (Taber, 2018). 
Facial expressions 
While looking at both the traditional and the digital stories, the storyteller used more facial expressions and gestures during the digital storytelling compared to the traditional one, although very limited.
Facial expressions are a big part of storytelling for children, as facial expressions help children understand more of the meaning, and as Oak National Academy (No Date) mentions, using charisma in a story helps keep children interested and engaged. Using facial expressions and gestures can help children understand the meaning of the story.
On reflection, the storyteller could have used more facial expressions during the traditional story. The storyteller could also use a wider range of gestures in the activities in the future. 
Tone of voice and pace 
Throughout the two different storytelling activities, the storyteller changed the tone of voice throughout to help keep the children engaged and to keep them excited to know what's coming next. The storyteller spoke clearly and at an appropriate pace during the traditional storytelling and spoke slightly at a faster pace during the digital story. By changing the tone of voice, the storyteller helps the children understand the different emotions and keeps the children engaged.  
The tone of voice and pace of the storyteller are crucial in a story being read to children because having a good tone of voice helps the children understand the meaning of the story. A good pace is not too fast or too slow as if the storyteller speaks too fast, the children may have trouble understanding the story and may not be able to keep up, and if the storyteller speaks too slowly, the children may lose interest in the story (Lee, 2025). 
Storytelling is not just about reading a story to the children; it also develops a range of different skills. Storytelling introduces children to new words while also helping them understand sentence structure. While children listen to stories, they are introduced to new words and also learn how those words are used in different scenarios (Education Endowment Foundation, 2024). 
For the digital story, the storyteller used Microsoft PowerPoint to upload pictures, write the story out and set it to slideshow while telling the story. By using a digital story, visual images can help children connect words and pictures; a digital presentation also helps introduce children to technology. 
Digital and traditional storytelling can support a child’s language and literacy development and also provide different experiences to help with their learning. Moody, Justice and Cabell (2010) explained that children stayed engaged for longer periods when the story was digital and adult-led, but when a traditional book was read, the children communicated more. As Sakir (2026) believed, digital storytelling can be useful because it can be adapted to meet the needs and abilities of all children while also introducing digital skills. Blue Rose (2024) believes that traditional storytelling gives the children a tactile experience that a digital story can't provide. Blue Rose (2024) also believes it teaches the children to learn how to hold and read a book as if they are only told digital stories they may not understand how a traditional story works, by having a traditional book they will learn how to turn the pages and the sensory aspect of the book by touching the pictures or any different materials. 
B.J Novak believes that a book does not always need pictures, and by using the right tone of voice, facial expressions and pace, a book can still be enjoyable to children. B.J Novak has done a book called ‘The Book With No Pictures’ and a video of himself reading the book to a large group of children. While he was reading the book, he had a range of different facial expressions, good pace and kept the children entertained throughout the whole story (Newbook, no date).
A child has five stages of development in their reading journey, and these are the pre-reading stage, the second is Emergent Literacy, the third is Early Reading, the fourth is Transitional Reading, and the fifth is proficient reading (Kharbach, 2026). As Rockets (no date) Mentions that reading is developed in children over time and by the children having opportunities of being read to and seeing different books and languages and children need to develop their vocabulary, and this can be supported by activities such as being read to. 
The Welsh Government (no date) highlights that the Curriculum for Wales is for children ages 3 to 16 years and recognises the importance of listening and speaking skills for the development of writing and reading skills. The Welsh Government (no date) also believe that children first need to understand the language and sounds before they are able to progress onto reading and writing independently. The Curriculum sets out what children need to help them be successful with learning, and they suggest that adults need to ensure the children are surrounded by activities that support learning and surrounded by the language, as this helps the children to develop listening and speaking skills, which is an essential part of the children being able to learn to read and write (Welsh Government, 2026). 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, storytelling is an important part of young children’s development in language, communication and literacy. Throughout this assignment, it has been discussed how facial expressions, tone of voice, pace and asking questions help children to stay engaged and understand the true meaning of the story they are being told, while also improving the children’s vocabulary and listening skills.
It has also been discussed the difference between traditional storytelling and digital storytelling, while traditional storytelling helps children interact with a physical copy of a book and a digital story supporting the children’s digital development and showing that digital stories can be changed to meet the needs of different children, while traditional stories can encourage more communication and the opportunity to how books are read.
 By reflecting on the storytelling activity, it has helped to identify the strengths and areas of improvement for the storyteller, and it has shown that in future the storyteller could improve by having a wider range of expressions, gestures, and props, which can help keep the children more engaged throughout the whole story.
 Overall, the assignment has shown the importance of storytelling and the reasons for how it can support children’s language, communication, literacy and digital literacy development. 
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