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The United Nations Conventions of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an international human right’s treaty that strives hard to ensure that all children and young people’s rights are met (Labour Government, 2010). The UNCRC main aim is to ensure that all of young people rights are being considered at any time because it is often that children are the ones in need of protection (Welsh Government, 2019). 
Article 3 - In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration (UNICEF, No date).
For all practitioners within the early years sector their main aim and focus is to provide a safe environment to play, learn and help children to develop a wide range of skills (Study.com, 2019).  However, when faced with making decisions regarding children within their care they must ensure that they conform to the UNCRC and meet the rights of the child. More specifically, this convention was established to ensure that the best interests of the child are the top priority in all decisions making (unicef, No date). 

In addition to that, within Wales the Government has taken into consideration the UNCRC and has formed a national framework that underpins the main aim of Article 3, ensuring that all children’s bests interests are always considered (Welsh Government, 2015). Similarly, the welsh government has also taken action and has created a specific role to ensure that child’s rights are constantly being promoted, The children’s commissioner for Wales. She values the safeguard of children and making sure that all public bodies in wales put children’s rights at the heart of their work (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, No date).



Article 5 - States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, where applicable, the members of the extended family or community as provided for by local custom, legal guardians or other persons legally responsible for the child, to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in the present Convention (UNICEF, No date). 
Article 5 within the UNCRC is about recognising and respecting the rights and responsibilities of parents and carers to provide guidance and direction to their child as they grow up (unicef, no date). 
This leans heavily into Article 3 with practitioners often looking to parents and guardians, asking them about their child’s capabilities. The reasoning behind this is often because parents are the ones who are most qualified to understand about their child’s wellbeing (Children & young people’s commissioner Scotland, no date). 
Similarly, by taking into consideration the parent’s role it opens a door to a better and more effective communication system. Practitioner’s look to parents for information about their child. For example, knowing about the child’s home life can provide great support because it allows practitioners to get to know the child further. 
Article 13 - the child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of the child’s choice (UNICEF, No date). 
Every child has a right to freely express one-self and be able to share their thoughts and opinions (unicef, no date). In addition to that, people and children have the ability to express themselves in all different forms including, talking freely and acting freely. 
Freedom of expression for a child is an important part of a child’s life as they are right holders, without this convention in place they wouldn’t be able to express their opinions, thought and rights (CRIN, No date). Continuing on, having the ability to have freedom of expression has great significance to a child because this is the opportunity where they can be creative and have a sense of inclusion within society (Nyst, 2017).
In relation to that, Reggio Emilia follows closely to this convention and strongly believes in providing children with opportunities that encourage self-expressions (Stoudt, no date).
Article 16 – No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interferences with his or her privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation (UNICEF, No date).

Within all early year’s settings all practitioners must obey and comply with their settings confidentially policies and procedures. The reasoning behind this is to ensure that any child who attends their information remains confidential, that way it allows these settings to continue to meet the child’s right to privacy. To be more specific, this also includes keeping any information about the child private. 

Similarly, this right is also supported by The Data Protection Act 2018 (GDPR), where all children have a right to decided how, what and who has access to their personal information (Gov.UK, No date). Therefore, any practitioner involved should be aware of this right and should continue to remain respectful to the child’s privacy when it comes to developing strategies and approaches to support that child (Livingstone et al, 2018).

Furthermore, having protection policies in place not only allows for the child rights to be met but it also allows for the parents to have more security and reassurance that both their child and their information is safe (Vant, B, 2019). 
In conclusion it is evident and clear that the voice of the child has great significance within our society and having the UNCRC in place allows for them and their voices to be more prominently heard. Therefore, practitioners must continue to ensure that the children needs are being properly supported and considered, whether this is through frameworks like the foundation phase profile or through follow guidelines like the data protect (GDPR).
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