Write a marriage song in 200 words. Explain your choices and provide parallels to ancient examples in 300 words.


O this great union,
Blessed by Hera herself.
The goddess of marriage,
Felicity and unity, foretold.

Let them bear many an heir,
For generations to come,
Fortune, the family shall not be spare.

May the gods grant prosperity,
Good fortune and love,
Brought down from above.

On this day,
Let us dance for Apollo,
And drink to Dionysius.
On this occasion,
The gods we honour,
Celebrating the day proper.

We thank Demeter for the harvest,
And the families, now one, for the feast.
O such splendour,
I have never seen the like.

As celestial as Asteria,
As stunning as Aphrodite.
The envy of Helen of Troy,
This blushing bride,
Filled with joy.

O bridegroom,
You are as healthy as Heracles,
As adventurous as Jason,
What you now have that these men lacked,
A bride so divine it is fact.

A strong tree, I compare thee,
Among weeds, is he,
O bridegroom.

A blossoming rose,
Among thorns,
The bride, be to me.

So,
Let us sing this song again and again,
To husband and wife, 
As they begin their new life.


Wedding songs in classical Athens ranged from blessings and tributes, to comparing the couple to figures such as gods and heroes. This will explain and make parallels of the song.

Wedding songs typically consisted of the singer wishing the newly married couple good fortune and prosperity[footnoteRef:1] in their life together. This was in some cases shown with blessings from the gods, hence the mention of the marriage being blessed by Hera. [1:  Oakley, J. and Sinos, R. (1993). The Wedding in Ancient Athens. Wisconsin.] 


Some songs included thanks to the parents of the bride and bridegroom for the wedding feast[footnoteRef:2]. They also on occasion included the mention of dancing and drinking[footnoteRef:3], as shown in the song. [2:  Oakley, J. and Sinos, R. (1993). The Wedding in Ancient Athens. Wisconsin.]  [3:  Hague, R. (1983) Journal Article: Ancient Greek Wedding Songs: The Tradition of Praise.] 


The bride and groom were often compared to either God’s and heroes, or plants. This is shown by Sappho where she writes of comparing the bridegroom to a sapling[footnoteRef:4]. Sappho’s other surviving works, outlined by Hague, compared the bride to Helen. Sinos and Oakley state that comparisons were common for games at drinking parties[footnoteRef:5]. The song shows this with the use of a tree and flower to describe the couple, as well as to gods and heroes of Ancient Greece. [4: Oakley, J. and Sinos, R. (1993). The Wedding in Ancient Athens. Wisconsin.]  [5:  Oakley, J. and Sinos, R. (1993). The Wedding in Ancient Athens. Wisconsin.] 


Lucian writes in Symposium 41 of singing the song again[footnoteRef:6], therefore it was included in this song. [6:  Hague, R. (1983) ‘Ancient Greek Wedding Songs: The Tradition of Praise’.] 
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