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Military Holy Orders: The factors leading the to rise of popularity and the subsequent decline of this new type of knighthood.
This dissertation will examine and discuss factors resulting in the explosive rise in popularity of medieval knightly orders and ultimately their subsequent decline. It will be centred around a selection of knightly orders from the medieval period such as the Knights Templar and Hospitaller with a lesser focus on the Teutonic Knights and the various Spanish orders. Instead of focusing on one particular order a selection of orders will allow for a greater understanding as well as providing a comparison to why some were more popular than others. In order to ascertain this, a vital part of the dissertation will be a discussion on the precedents leading up to the formation of the basic idea of a knightly order. This will involve the creation of knights and knighthood as well as the growing idea of chivalry.  It will also be necessary to mention the Crusades in order to discuss this, with a focus leaning specifically on the first Crusade and the involvement of that on the ever-evolving development of the orders.  It will also consider the fact that the orders were a new kind of knighthood, marrying chivalrous ideals and the holy life of monastic living together, to create an army for Christianity. Through combining the holy contemplative peaceful life of a monk and the active fighting life of a soldier or knight it started a reformation amongst the church as it redefined the idea of servitude to the Church and God. This reformation was partly due to Bernard of Clairvaux.[footnoteRef:2] It should be noted that as the word count limit is 10,000 words it may be necessary to omit one of the orders in order to stay within the parameters. This will more than likely be the Spanish ones. As well this, other research questions may come to light after more reading so it might be necessary to pick and change these as well. [2:  Dan Jones, ‘A New Knighthood’ In The Templars: The Rise and Fall of God’s Holy Warriors (London: Head of Zeus, 2017). p.42.] 

This topic will be interesting to study because it will be discovering whether military orders were a new kind of knighthood, whilst drawing upon existing scholarship to assess the rise and fall of these orders. Even though there are already many scholarly discussions on the rise and fall of the Templars, which is due to the popularity they received during their lifetime as well as their extravagant demise at the hands of Philip IV, a lot of it centres around the mythology that eventually surrounded them.[footnoteRef:3] This is due to many attributing to them the guardianship of the holy grail and other fanciful legends.[footnoteRef:4] Whilst this is interesting and thought provoking it almost certainly is fiction and as such can not be considered to be appropriate to discuss whilst assessing the rise and fall of this order. However, in the conclusion of the dissertation this may be worth talking about by discussing legacies, due to the fact that it demonstrates that they were still in people’s minds centuries after being wiped out. It should also be noted that the Templars have a lot more historiography written about them then the other orders, so as a result the dissertation will be aiming to bring more information about the others to the discussion. Influential works such as Helen Nicholson’s The Knights Hospitaller will be vital to my research in this case.[footnoteRef:5] As well as this many works tend to focus on a historical overview of their specific group, whereas this dissertation rather than giving a history, will aim to go further beyond through exploring the reasons for the popularity of the orders and what led to the increase of fame. Hopefully during the research for this dissertation, it will allow for a greater understanding on why many scholars choose to focus their research on the Templars and write less on the other orders. In order to achieve this the current bibliography for the dissertation will need to be expanded upon. [3:  Michael Haag, ‘The Trial’ In The Tragedy of the Templars: The Rise and Fall of the Crusader states (London: Profile Books, 2012). P.345.]  [4:  Jones, ‘The Holy Grail’ p.407.]  [5:    Helen Nicholson, The Knights Hospitaller (Suffolk: The Boydell Press, 2001).] 

Secondary sources will allow me to get an idea of the current historiographical thoughts surrounding the research questions and books such as Dan Jones’s The Templars: The Rise and Fall of God’s Holy Warriors will provide a good understanding of the history of the Templars and what led to their destruction. Jonathan Riley-Smith’s work Hospitallers: The History of the Order of St John is one example of a book that will provide valuable information in connection to the Hospitallers.[footnoteRef:6] Furthermore, Desmond Seward’s The Monks Of War: The Military Religious Orders is an example of a book that goes into detail about the other orders such as the Teutonic knights and the Spanish orders.[footnoteRef:7] Secondary sources that will prove most useful to the dissertation will be works that focus primarily on the history of the orders, due to the fact that this will provide a clear outline for the rise and decline of the orders. However a variety of sources will be looked at in order to ascertain different scholars opinions and some of these may be works centred around a specific aspect of an orders existence, such as Michael Haag’s The Tragedy Of the Templars: The Rise and Fall of the Crusader States whose primary focus is discussing the ultimately failed defence of the Holy Land by the Christian states and the destruction of the Templars. This will provide valuable information when discussing why the Templar’s were destroyed. This book will also provide information on how the creation of the Templars was influenced by the success of the First Crusade. [6:  Jonathan Riley-Smith, Hospitallers: The History of the Order of St John (London: Hambledon Press, 1999).]  [7:  Desmond Seward, The Monks of War: The Military Religious Orders (London: Penguin Books,1995).] 

The dissertation will make use of a number of works from the time period, which will allow a greater understanding of the popularity of the orders during the period but will also help to further the discussion of the other research questions as well. Books such as The Templars: Selected sources which uses translated sources will be vital to furthering the study specific to the Templars as it includes vast amounts of primary sources discussing all facets of the Templar existence.[footnoteRef:8] Matthew Paris’s English History From the year 1235 to 1273 will provide me with examples of the English thoughts, feelings and perspectives towards the orders.[footnoteRef:9] Other sources such as letters and written accounts from the time will be used to assess which orders were more popular than others and if people really thought about them as a new type of knighthood. Images will be used in order to supplement these areas as well. In order to assess the development of knights, knighthood and chivalry, Chansons de Gestes will be discussed as they provided an ideal for what the heroic knight should be. [8:   The Templars: Selected Sources, Trans. Malcom Barber and Keith Bate (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2002).]  [9:  Matthew Paris, English History From the year 1235 to 1273 Vol 1, Trans J.A Giles (Forgotten Books, 2012).] 

The layout of the dissertation will be broken down into an intro, three chapters and a conclusion each focusing on one of my central research questions, however they will include less important ones as well. Instead of each chapter focusing on separate orders it would be more pertinent to include all the orders in every chapter. Setting it out this way will allow me to create a detailed comparison between them all. The introduction will discuss how the dissertation fits in with the wider historiographical debate. This will be done by assessing various scholar’s books, journals and articles to see what the focus of their arguments are. As well as this it will also help me to formulate my own opinions for the results of the research questions. The introduction will also include background information that will supplement the rest of the dissertation. For example, a short discussion on the history of the First Crusade and how that helped with the creation of the popular idea of a military order.
After the introduction will be the main body of work which will be split into sections. The first section will be a discussion of whether they can be considered a new type of knighthood. This Chapter may be better suited to being the last chapter in the final draft. This section will include paragraphs detailing the aspects that make up a knight such as chivalry and how that developed throughout the medieval period. This will comprise of the origin of knights in ninth century France and leading to Eleanor of Aquitaine and her courts of love.[footnoteRef:10] It will also talk about the qualities that a knight should have, good examples of which can be seen in Chansons de Gestes. These knightly ideals will then be compared to the ideals of a knightly order. In fact, the original purpose of the Knights Templar was to protect the pilgrims travelling to the holy land which undoubtably would have been considered to be a knightly characteristic.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  Michael Howard, ‘The War of the Knights’ In War In European History, (Oxford: Oxford University Press,2009). p.3.]  [11:   Dan Jones p.4.] 

 The second chapter will assess the rise of the orders. This section will be split into various parts discussing the Templars, Hospitallers, Teutonic Knights and if the word count permits the Spanish orders. The discussion here will be based around each order’s rise in popularity and the factors which caused this. It will also have a paragraph detailing the general rise of popularity meaning the factors that do not belong specifically to one order but to all of them as a collective. Many historians when discussing this topic focus upon the Templars, so even though part of the section will be about them, it would be good to spend a good amount discussing and assessing the other orders’ rise to prominence. The dissertation will be looking at the more popular ideas and theories as to why knightly orders became so commonplace in the medieval ages, however It will also be a good idea to address lesser known, or less popular ideas in order to add to the current historiography.This section may also include the discussion on the lead up to the creation of the knightly orders, however it may end up in the first section depending on where it would be better suited.
The final chapter before the conclusion will cover the decline of the orders and each of their ultimate fates.  Many scholars choose to focus more upon the Templars as their demise was the most extravagant and noteworthy. However, even though I will be discussing them it will be interesting to explore other examples such as the Hospitallers and the Teutonic knights as they are still around today, albeit in a declined state when compared to the height of their popularity in the middle ages. This section will explore the factors that caused this decline. Was the main reason the evolution of warfare that rendered them obsolete or was it a culmination of factors such as mistrust and suspicion, such as in the case of the Templars, that all contributed to the decline of the orders? After initial readings I believe to it to be a culmination of different factors coupled with the evolution over time of warfare as well as culture but it will be interesting to see if other possible reasons can be brought to the fore after more in-depth research. After discussing the order’s decline, I will be detailing the ultimate fates of the orders in order to complete the narrative of the rise and fall of each order. This however may ultimately prove more useful in the conclusion when it comes to the final draft.
[bookmark: _Hlk22233881] The conclusion will be a short summary detailing the findings made throughout the dissertation. It will bring together all the findings in order to ascertain what the answers to the research questions are. This will ideally allow for a short discussion on the results of the work which will add to the historiography already out there. It will also be looking at the legacy left by these military orders which will encompass how they are thought about and used today. For example, how they are portrayed in popular mediums such as film, TV and video games. The legacy section will answer the question of whether people consider them to be an integral part of the medieval landscape. Initial findings would suggest that both contemporaries of the orders as well as modern historians would consider them to have had a long-lasting legacy that in some cases still continues today. Even in popular culture their legacies continue.
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