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The Russell-Einstein Manifesto,[footnoteRef:1] London 1955, is a fascinating document that the modern world leaders should read and act upon. Bertrand Russell[footnoteRef:2] was known for being a philosopher who specialised in literature, science and philosophy. Albert Einstein[footnoteRef:3] was one of the world’s leading scientists who specialised in the physics of the 20th century. I get the impression that the manifesto was probably one of Einstein's last attempts to tell the world's leaders to change their ways, as he also died a matter of months following the manifesto's release. Both Russell and Einstein were large advocates for peace, which was made prominent throughout their work. Despite all their hard work trying to change the world, they never got to live to see the world change its ways. Russell and Einstein are renowned experts in their fields who, I imagine, were likely trying to emphasise the urgent need to address the global threat and the implications of continuing the development and use of weapons of mass destruction and nuclear weapons. Throughout the manifesto, they are trying to advocate for a worldwide collaboration by highlighting the need for peace to be resolved and managed and the importance of putting aside politics and ideological differences to focus on humanity's survival. Alongside this, they express the need for both scientists and military leaders to understand the dangers that are associated with the continued development and use of weapons of mass destruction pushing the capabilities of nuclear warfare. Their most significant message throughout the manifesto is to address the fact that it is everyone's responsibility, not just global leaders, to become advocates for peaceful resolutions and strive for a safer and more united world. This is an important message, primarily because, at the manifesto's creation, the Cold War had affected the world for the last 8 years and continued till it ended in 1991. However, it is essential for future generations to address how the world needs to change peacefully; otherwise, multiple countries will be affected by long-term destruction or devastation or, ultimately, “universal death”. [1:  Bertrand Russell and Albert Einstein, “The Russell-Einstein Manifesto”, 1955.]  [2:  Nobel Prize Outreach, Bertrand Russell (2025) <https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1950/russell/biographical/>
[accessed 12 March 2025].]  [3:  Nobel Prize, Albert Einstein (2025) <https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/physics/1921/einstein/biographical/> [accessed 12 March 2025].] 


For someone who was not alive during the manifesto or throughout the Cold War, it is hard to imagine what life would have been like following the Second World War and even the 1950s. However, having parents who were born 8 years later in the middle of the Cold War, it is eye-opening to imagine what they went through with the thought of the world at the brink of a nuclear war. Alongside this, it is unbearable to think that big, influential countries disregarded this manifesto written by some of the brightest and most knowledgeable minds of the 20th century in such a short time frame. It was being ignored, and even today, in the 21st century, it is being disregarded once again. I find it more hard-hitting because they've included real-life examples of when weapons of mass destruction were first used on a large scale, which killed and affected thousands of lives. When I think of this, this statement from the manifesto comes to mind: "Shall we put an end to the human race, or shall mankind renounce war? People will not face this alternative because it is so difficult to abolish war."[footnoteRef:4] This is such a distinctive point that stands out and should be actively addressed in the modern day. Because world leaders disagree over something, this should not mean that citizens should have their lives destroyed in a matter of minutes, and this is a terrifying thought. This statement is very eye-opening and should be at the back of the mind of any world leader who has the control to change billions of people's lives. Indeed, if that 'red button' was ever to be pushed, I want to hope that the person making it has significant remorse. "All, equally, are in peril, and, if the peril is understood, there is hope that they may collectively avert it."[footnoteRef:5] This quote stands out heavily for me and expresses that it is not the global/ political leaders who need to address this; it is a collaborative response required to reduce the chances of peril and the dangers that come with it in the build-up to it. It also implies that peace in some form is needed to understand that peril can be avoided. As voters, we must remember that those we elect to lead our country must be aware of what is at stake and actively pursue peace, ensuring that future generations can live in a world free from the fear of conflict. While it may be challenging in cases where a dictator holds power, even then, other leaders should strive to engage with such rulers to initiate steps toward peace to secure a peaceful and safe future. [4:  Bertrand Russell and Albert Einstein, “The Russell-Einstein Manifesto”, 1955.]  [5:  Bertrand Russell and Albert Einstein, “The Russell-Einstein Manifesto”, 1955.] 


On a lighter note, knowing that this manifesto may have impacted the world is something to keep believing that peace may eventually occur even if it" happens in small ways. In 1987, the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty[footnoteRef:6] was signed by Ronald Reagan,[footnoteRef:7] the President of the United States of America and Mikhail Gorbachev,[footnoteRef:8] the President of the USSR. This Treaty was introduced to eliminate all U.S. and Soviet ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with a range of capabilities to reach between 500 and 5,500 kilometres. The USA and Russia are the most prominent countries with advancing scientific capabilities. To know that they signed this at such a crucial turning point in history is promising. Yes, we are now 37 years into the future, but it gives a small hope that peace could be on the horizon. The manifesto was created at a time when the world was going through drastic political changes, and it shows that a manifesto like this is crucial to highlight the change needed to prevent mass destruction on a global scale. In our modern society, I firmly believe this manifesto should be shared amongst the global/ political leaders as a prominent reminder that “universal death” could be on the horizon.  [6:  United States of America Department of State, Treaty Between The United States Of America And The Union Of Soviet Socialist Republics On The Elimination Of Their Intermediate-Range And Shorter-Range Missiles (INF Treaty) (1987) <https://2009-2017.state.gov/t/avc/trty/102360.htm> [accessed 12 March 2025].]  [7:  The White House, Ronald Reagan (2025) <https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/ronald-reagan/> [accessed 12 March 2025].]  [8:  Nobel Prize Outreach, Mikhail Gorbachev (2025) <https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/1990/gorbachev/facts/> [accessed 12 March 2025].] 
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