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Proposed Dissertation Title: 512|153 & B

Study of Chapter 39 Line 17 in the Daodejing




Proposed Dissertation Abstract (max 250 words): 51 BIFKIZRCHE (B&ZE 250 F)

Many variations of chapter 39, line 17 in the Daodejing, ‘therefore, they regard their
large numbers of carriages as having no carriage % ## # 8#1° could be discovered
among the existing editions. Texts A F A from the Mawangdui 55T HE silk scripts has
the character written as yu Hi (with), Texts B .4 written as yu 1 (chariot). While
Wangbi’s -5 edition follows Texts B, therefore a group of ancient scholars including
Heshanggong 7] |- 2%, Chengxuanying f¥, % 9% tend to read this line as ‘Therefore, if you
want to count chariots part by part, there will be no chariot.” However, Fanyingyuan
J#& 70, Wucheng % and others argue that the character yu 5 is the loan character of yu
2 (praise/honor), and should be replaced by yu %8 and read as ‘honor’. This paper will

analyse variations of this line, and try to find out the most suitable explanation for this
line that fits the flow of idea of this chapter. (176 words)
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