Intensive Greek I
Breathings

Whenever a vowel or a diphthong begins a word, it must be accompanied by
either a rough breathing or a smooth breathing;:

Rough breathing: indicated by *, an h-sound at the beginning of the word.
Smooth breathing: indicated by ', no h-sound at the beginning of the word.

Rough and smooth breathings are placed above a lowercase vowel, but before
an uppercase vowel, and above the second vowel of a diphthong.

If a word begins with the vowel upsilon (v), the vowel always receives a rough
breathing: ¥

If a word begins with the consonant rho (p), the consonant always receives a
rough breathing: 0

Punctuation

English Greek
Full-stop/period
Comma , ,
Semicolon ;
Colon
Question mark ? ;

Syllabification

An ancient Greek word has as many syllables as it has vowels and diphthongs.
When a word is divided into syllables, each syllable should begin with a
consonant, where possible.

The last 3 syllables of an ancient Greek word are the antepenult (before almost
last’), the penult (‘almost last’), and the ultima (‘last’).



