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DRRE Task: Read what you can find on Concessionary Travel for each of these countries and compare and contrast your findings.
Essay no more than 1,000 words

Executive Summary

Concessionary Travel is often available to young and elderly personnel, government employees or in roles associated with the government NHS, Police Fire Services.  This may give the user the added benefits of, Reduced ticket-price or rates offered to certain type of passengers, such as members of armed forces 20% discount, veterans and members of a specific organisation.

Introduction

Throughout the UK, each country has a set of guidelines to assist when offering concessionary travel to its customers.  In this short report we will look at how England, wales and Scotland offer befits to customers and make comparisons between the two.

Concessionary Travel England

The department for transport have issued ‘The National Concessionary Travel Scheme’ detailing eligibility criteria for both statutory concession and eligible disabled people. Below the concession eligibility has been broken down further, As per the department for transport website[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/3621/travelconcession.pdf
] 


Elderly people

Previously the eligible age for concessionary travel was 60 years of age. However, since 6 April 2010, the age of eligibility for concessionary travel in England has been tied to the pensionable age for women. So, as the pensionable age for women gradually increases from 60 to 65 so too will the age of eligibility for concessionary travel increase for both men and women. 

The age of eligibility for concessionary travel is therefore: 

 For women = pensionable age 
 For men = pensionable age of a woman born on the same day

Disabled people 

There are seven categories of disabled people who are entitled to the statutory minimum concession and these are set out in section 146 of the Transport Act 2000 and section 240(5) of the Greater London Authority Act (in relation to London). 

An eligible disabled person is someone who: 

· Is blind or partially sighted 
· Is profoundly or severely deaf 
· Is without speech 
· Has a disability, or has suffered an injury, which has a substantial and long term adverse effect on his or her ability to walk 
· Does not have arms or has long-term loss of the use of both arms
· Has a learning disability, that is, a state of arrested or incomplete development of mind which includes significant impairment of intelligence and social functioning 
· Would, if he or she applied for the grant of a licence to drive a motor vehicle under Part III of the Road Traffic Act 1988, have his/her application refused pursuant to section 92 of the Act (physical fitness) otherwise than on the ground of persistent misuse of drugs or alcohol.

Funding

All Central Government funding for the concessionary travel scheme will be provided through Formula Grant, which is administered by the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG).

Concessionary Travel Scotland

“Transport Scotland aims to make travel as accessible and affordable as possible. To achieve this, we offer concessionary travel for young Scots, disabled travellers, over 60s and ferry passengers”[footnoteRef:2]  The National Entitlement Card provides individuals free travel on busses only other methods of transport are not included in the scheme.  [2:  https://www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary-travel/60plus-and-disabled/
] 


The key objectives of the concessionary travel scheme are to:

· Allow older and disabled people, improved access to services, facilities and social networks, promoting social inclusion
· Improve health by promoting a more active lifestyle for the elderly and disabled
· remove the restrictions of the previous local off-peak concessionary fare scheme which was limited in offering access to facilities
· promote a modal shift from private cars to public transport
· maintain a viable position for bus operators with a standard reimbursement rate
· Provide opportunities for improvements to public transport, such as assisting development of multi-operator ticketing and the use of electronic ticket machine technology

Funding

Humza Yousaf, Minister for Transport and the Islands confirmed on 26 January 2018 that Transport Scotland and the Confederation of Passenger Transport (CPT) have agreed terms setting budgets and reimbursement rates to operators under the Scotland-wide Free Bus Travel Scheme for Older and Disabled People for the coming year.

Building on agreements reached in 2013, 2015 and 2017, the new agreement ensures bus operators continue to be fairly reimbursed for carrying passengers under the scheme and safeguards free bus travel for older and eligible disabled people living in Scotland.

Comparisons between 

Both countries schemes enable elderly passengers to make journeys they may not have made previously.  The health benefits of this are documented, ensuring that elderly citizens are mobile and remaining self sufficient and independent with the help of the government and local councils. Through the introduction of concessionary travel, the culture surrounded with travelling on public services can be viewed in a more favourable light and may encourage potential non users to do so more often. 

Although not funded by the same organisation both countries ensure that concessionary travel is free and that the respective companies responsible for the transport providing a sustainable service.
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