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In society, not reporting crimes persists as a formidable challenge for the criminal justice system and government organisations alike. Victims' decisions not to report crimes can be influenced by many factors, ranging from fear of retaliation to distrust in the criminal justice system and dependency on perpetrators. Fear of retaliation plays a significant role in victims choosing not to report crimes, as they often perceive risks such as physical harm or social exclusion outweighing potential benefits (Papp et al., 2017).  This fear is particularly pronounced among vulnerable people, including young people and victims of domestic abuse, who may face threats of violence or emotional blackmail from perpetrators (Brooks, 2024) (Hawdon, 2021).  Furthermore, distrust in the criminal justice system negatively affects victims' confidence in the police to conduct investigations and provide justice to victims. Negative encounters with police officers, especially among ethnic minority immigrants, contribute to this and diminish reporting rates within affected communities (Pass et al., 2020) (Bradford et al., 2015). In addition to this, victims' dependency on perpetrators for financial support or emotional stability can lead them to tolerate abuse rather than risk jeopardizing essential resources (College of Policing, 2015a; Middleton et al., 2017).
According to the Office of National statistics (2019), two percent of adults across England and Wales, who completed the crime survey, did not report crimes due to the “fear of reprisal”. There can be multiple root causes for feelings of fear by victims, one being the logic that individuals make decisions through rational choice. This rational choice allows the victims to weigh the risks against the rewards and in many cases the risks outweigh the rewards. Many victims of crime may feel that they would get hurt or be at risk if they did report their crimes (Papp et al., 2017). In a study conducted by Clayman and Skinns (2012), young people between the ages of 13 – 16 were given hypothetical situations in an interview. In these hypothetical situations the young people were introduced to the idea of “snitching” and what they would do in different scenarios. It was shown that the young people were afraid of the consequences of “snitching” and thought that there would be an act of retaliation against them physically or by means of social exclusion (Clayman and Skinns, 2012). 
A way a perpetrator can install fear into victims is using threats. These threats can cause fear through emotionally, physically, and financially. In one case a young boy, who was 14 at the time, was coerced into sending sexual images and performing sexual acts on a live video call. When the perpetrator got these images, they were sent to 5 other males and these people started demanding money. The victim was threatened into having these pictures shared if the perpetrators did not get the money they were demanding (Brooks, 2024). This form of blackmail can install fear into young people and leave the crimes unreported. This type of threat was an example of financial and emotional blackmail which leads to the victim being afraid of any retaliation from the perpetrator. Crimes in this manner over the internet usually are done by perpetrators with low levels of social control. Therefore, their main way of putting fear into people is by controlling them online (Hawdon, 2021). This can lead to the victims being unable to report their crimes as they feel afraid of the control the perpetrator has over them. 
These victims for fear retaliation are also in a vulnerable state. Vulnerability can be defined as, “Any person over the age of 18, who are unable to care for themselves or protect themselves against exploitation.” (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2022). This definition can explain how anyone can be affected by vulnerability and that being unable to protect themselves against crime can be a reason for the victims to fear the perpetrator and any threats towards them. This vulnerability can lead to fear which can have phycological impacts such as PTSD. PTSD can significantly increase that fear of retaliation and many victims will therefore conceal the abuse and blame the loss of livelihood for not reporting the crime. However, in some instances the fear the victims feal can drive and motivate them into seeking help and reporting the crime to police (National Academies of Sciences et al., 2020). Some of these victims may struggle to report issues directly to the police so organisations such as “Crimestoppers” allow them to report their crimes and remain anonymous (Crimestoppers, 2021). This can help victims report their crimes because it can eliminate the risk of the perpetrator finding out the victim has reported them. 
[bookmark: _Int_YJcsFg71]Another suggestion to why victims may not report their crimes is due to their being a distrust of the criminal justice system. The 2017 to 2018 Crime Survey for England and Wales showed that 20% of victims did not report their crimes because the police were not bothered and disinterested about their crimes (Office of National statistics, 2019). Distrust in the police is an ongoing problem in the UK and this can be a convincing argument for people to not report their crimes as they believe the police will not be serious when conducting investigations. 
Victims of domestic abuse cases could be distrusting towards the police because they may have had bad experiences and encounters with the police (Victim Support, 2018). In addition to this on a report made by Victim Support (2018), a victim of domestic abuse mentioned how they felt uncomfortable and intimidated when being interviewed by male officers and how they showed a lack of empathy for them. These bad experiences would make victims less likely to report their crimes due to the fear of having to go through the experiences again. Trust can be regained if the police follow guidelines and strategies set. One strategy that can be useful is to build rapport, as the responding officer. Building this rapport can give the victim confidence and if anything happens again, they will have the trust to call the police and report their crime (College of Policing, 2015b). 

[bookmark: _Int_N7DGbLYv][bookmark: _Int_5uBtGMYu]In addition to this a study done by Pass et al (2020), which focuses on ethnic minority immigrants, shown that the longer someone has been in the country the less they trust the criminal justice system. This study focused on 1,367 ethnic minority immigrants in Brisbane and Melbourne, Australia. The people that had considerably less trust in the police were the people who have been in Australia the longest and children who grew up there. The reason for this was suggested that as they have been their longer, they had more time to have experiences and encounters with the police. Therefore, this will make victims who are immigrants less likely to report crimes against them (Pass et al., 2020). To support this, a similar study was conducted by Bradford et al (2015). This study focused on immigrants in the United Kingdom and data was extracted from a survey. They found that immigrants when first moving to the UK has an elevated level of trust, but the more years spent in the UK the less confidence they have in the police. The idea behind the reasoning for this is that the immigrants that recently moved to the UK has a lack of experience with the police. However, the immigrants who arrived as children shared the same views as UK born people. It can be suggested that this is down to having to grow up in the UK they have more experience with police (Bradford et al., 2015). These two studies show how a lack of trust can make it harder for ethnic minority people to report their crimes due to their lack of confidence and trust in the criminal justice system. 

According to Victim Support (2018), a factor that can influence a victim to not report their crime is dependency of the perpetrator. This can be seen in domestic abuse cases where the victim depends on the perpetrator in ways such as financial dependency and fear that they will struggle to support themselves (Victim Support, 2018). These situations can put pressure onto the victims as they feel like they need the perpetrator for basic needs and therefore just accepts the crimes and abuse towards them. To support this, College of Policing (2015a), explains how it is common for victims of domestic abuse to stay in a relationship with the perpetrator. It is far more complex than just to end the relationship with domestic abuse cases. Many of the victims have children involved and still has that feeling of dependency with the perpetrator (College of Policing, 2015a). To add to this, Middleton et al (2017), describes the relationship between the perpetrator and the victim as “complex” and “highly emotive” (Middleton et al, 2017).
In addition to this, the Home Office (2024), set a plan to help manage and prevent domestic abuse cases. One preventative measure they will take is to identify and record serial and potentially dangerous abusers and keep their information on the police database (Home Office, 2024). This can help prevent perpetrators as they can be checked on regularly as there is already a record on the perpetrators. Another way victims impacted by dependency of the perpetrator can get help is by going to charities and organisations that offer help. Organisations such as Womens Aid offers support to women suffering from domestic abuse and do not want to report it to the criminal justice system. The support they offer is a forum where women can talk about their experiences, handbooks with information to help them in their relationship and to be linked up with a support worker (Women's Aid, 2019). This support is a clear example of how the government is dealing with assisting victims even when they do not report their crimes. 
To conclude, the issue of unreported crimes is a challenge influenced by numerous factors, including fear, distrust, and dependency. Understanding this is essential for developing effective strategies to encourage reporting and ensure justice for all victims. Fear of retaliation remains a significant reason for unreported crimes, with victims often weighing the risks of reporting against potential consequences such as retaliation (Papp et al., 2017). This fear is particularly pronounced among vulnerable populations, including young people, who may feel trapped in abusive situations due to threats from perpetrators (Brooks, 2024).
Furthermore, distrust in the criminal justice system affects victims' confidence in seeking help from the police. Negative experiences or perceptions of the police, especially among ethnic minority communities, contribute to low reporting rates and feelings of distrust (Pass et al., 2020) (Bradford et al., 2015). Dependency on perpetrators further complicates victims’ ability to report crimes, as they may fear losing livelihood or facing further harm if they choose to report crimes. This dependency can be pronounced in cases of domestic abuse, where victims may feel economically or emotionally trapped in abusive relationships (Victim Support, 2018).
These factors underpinning why victims do not report crimes requires a clear approach that prioritises victims' welfare and support. strategies aimed at eliminating fear, such as anonymous reporting options and victim support services, can provide victims with the confidence and resources they need to come forward safely (Crimestoppers, 2021) (Women's Aid, 2019) In addition to this, creating a more inclusive and trustworthy criminal justice system requires action and results from the government and the police. By working together to address the underlying factors contributing to unreported crimes, we can better support victims, hold perpetrators accountable, and create safer communities for everyone.
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