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COMPONENT 1: ACADEMIC SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 

1. Using the CRAAP Test to Assess Academic Sources 

Resource 1 

Ball and Savin-Baden (2022) are the authors and year. 

Google Scholar and the university library database (SpringerLink) were used to find it. 

In their work, Ball and Savin-Baden (2022) examine the difficulties encountered by students in higher education when learning in a post-digital setting. The source has good academic quality, according to the CRAAP Test. The piece was written in 2022, which is close enough to the present day to reflect current developments in digital learning. In terms of relevance, the study directly addresses students' experiences in higher education settings with advanced technology, rendering it quite relevant to the research issue. Both authors have extensive experience in educational research and are affiliated with reputable universities. The fact that the essay is published in Post Digital Science and Education, a peer-reviewed publication, adds to its legitimacy. The argument is backed by evidence-based arguments, theoretical frameworks, and academic literature regarding Accuracy. Claims may be verified with the help of the references that are given. In conclusion, the article aims to advance scholarly knowledge of post-digital learning rather than to advance a commercial or political agenda. Generally speaking, the resource is very credible and appropriate for academic study since it offers balanced and evidence-based insights into the possibilities and problems that exist in digital learning environments. 

Complete Reference 

Ball, J. and Savin-Baden, M. (2022) 'Postdigital Learning for a Changing Higher Education', Postdigital Science and Education, 4(3), pp. 753–771. 

Resource 2

Year and Author(s): Fawns (2022) 

Google Scholar and the university library database (SpringerLink) were used to find it. 

The link between technology and pedagogy in higher education is explored in the film Fawns (2022). The CRAAP Test’s academic usefulness is proven by its application. Publication in 2022 for Currency guarantees that the work reflects current educational discourse. In terms of relevance, the research directly supports the investigation of students in the digital age by concentrating on the impact of digital technology on educational practices and learning experiences. Regarding Authority, Fawns is a reputable expert in postdigital and digital education and is associated with the University of Edinburgh. The piece was published in a peer-reviewed academic journal, making it more credible. To ensure accuracy, the author uses scholarly evidence, theoretical models, and existing research to back up claims. The references and citations are comprehensive and clear. In terms of goal, the essay attempts to advance educational theory and improve understanding of digital learning rather than to convince readers of a specific commercial interest. As a result, the source provides a credible and academically rigorous viewpoint on how students may make their way through learning environments that are enhanced by technology. 

Reference complete 

Fawns, T. (2022) ‘Beyond the Pedagogy–Technology Dichotomy: An Entangled Pedagogy’, Postdigital Science and Education, 4(3), pp. 711–728. 


2. Synthesis of Academic Sources  

The significance of successfully integrating digital technology into higher education learning is a recurring theme found in both Ball and Savin-Baden (2022) and Fawns (2022). Technology alone is not enough to ensure successful learning, according to both sources. Rather, how technology is coupled with appropriate teaching methods and student involvement determines the quality of educational experiences. 

The authors agree that students need to hone abilities that will help them traverse increasingly intricate digital surroundings. Savin-Baden and Ball (2022) examine the difficulties encountered by students when adjusting to postdigital learning settings, emphasising transitions, ambiguity, and changing learning anticipations. On the other hand, Fawns (2022) stresses the link between technology, pedagogy, and social context, contending that these components are intertwined rather than distinct. 

Despite their contrasting points of view, the sources are complementary. Savin-Baden and Ball offer information on students’ experiences, whereas Fawns provides a theoretical justification of the operation of digital learning environments. By showing that student achievement in the digital age depends on the capacity to engage with educational processes, support systems, and digital practices holistically (Ball and Savin-Baden, 2022; Fawns, 2022), synthesising these sources improves understanding. 









3. Recognising a Key Challenge and Opportunity

One key challenge

Adjusting to complicated and ever-changing learning settings is a significant issue for pupils in the digital age. Digital learning, according to Ball and Savin-Baden (2022), can cause uncertainty and disjunction as pupils traverse new educational terrain. Confidence, participation, and academic performance might all suffer as a result. 

One key Opportunity 

The increased flexibility and accessibility provided by digital learning are huge opportunity. Fawns (2022) points out that students may get educational materials outside of the classroom and that technology can assist various learning methods. When they are utilised effectively in instruction, digital technologies can promote cooperation, autonomy, and increased learning. Therefore, students who develop digital literacy and adaptability are more likely to succeed in higher education. 

4. Academic Planning  

Component 2 will focus on answering the primary issue by looking at the problems and possibilities available to pupils in the digital age. Concepts including digital literacy, online learning, adaptability, and student participation will be further explored during the conversation. To ensure academic quality and reliability, research will prioritise academic publications that have undergone peer review. The article will be divided into an introduction, a discussion of the main issues, a discussion of the possibilities, adaptation tactics, and a conclusion. This arrangement will enable the discussion to advance logically while maintaining a clear emphasis on students’ ability to thrive in digital learning settings.



	Task
	Date/Deadline

	Finish research
	05/2026

	Draft first section
	05/2026

	Complete first draft
	06/2026

	Final editing
	19/06/2026
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