Byron, DJ, and War

‘brain-spattering, windpipe slitting art/ Unless her cause by Right be sanctified’ 

(Don Juan IX 4)

1788 
Byron born on 22 January in London to Catherine Gordon, a Scottish heiress, and Captain John 'Mad Jack' Byron.  

1787-91 Russo-Turkish War (including the siege of Ismail --- see Canto VII of Don Juan – Russian victory, after which 40,000 Turks were massacred) Obliquity/Historical distance/Versions of Empire (East v West)/Satire
‘these cantos contain a full detail … of the siege and assault of Ismael with much sarcasm on those butchers in large business … it is necessary in the present clash of philosophy and tyranny to throw away the scabbard … the battle must be fought; and it will be eventually for the good of mankind, whatever it may be for the individual who risks himself.’ 

(Byron’s Letters and Journals 13 vols. ed. L. Marchand (London: John Murray, 1973-94) 9.191.)
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Had Catherine and the sultan understood

       Their own true interests, which kings rarely know

     Until 'tis taught by lessons rather rude,

       There was a way to end their strife, although

     Perhaps precarious, had they but thought good,

       Without the aid of prince or plenipo:

     She to dismiss her guards and he his haram,

     And for their other matters, meet and share 'em.
(DJ Canto 6 95)
1794 On the death of his great uncle (  heir to the title Baron Byron of Rochdale. 1798   He is titled Lord Byron and moves with his mother to Newstead Abbey. 
1801-05 Byron attends Harrow School. 

1805    Byron enters Trinity College, Cambridge --- famously keeps bear in rooms.
1806     His first volume of poems, Fugitive Pieces, is privately printed (pub. The following year as Hours of Ideleness
1807   Byron enters House of Lords. 

1808  Hours of Idleness receives a scathing critique in the Edinburgh Review ---English Bards and Scotch Reviewers the response. 
On 2 July, he sails to Lisbon with John Cam Hobhouse.  They travel through Portugal, Spain, Malta, and Albania, reaching Athens.  Byron writes the first Canto of "Childe Burun" (later Childe Harold's Pilgrimage). 

1810  Byron  travels through Greece and Turkey.  On 3 May, Byron imitates Leander and swims the Hellespont from Sestos to Abydos.  He writes the second canto of "Childe Burun". 
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1812    Byron delivers pro-worker speeches in the House of Lords (politics).  Childe Harold's Pilgrimage, cantos I and II, published in March.  He has a series of scandalous affairs: Lady Caroline Lamb, the Countess of Oxford, Lady Webster. 

1814  Pub. of The Corsair (January) and Lara (August).  Byron’s half sister Augusta's daughter, Elizabeth Medora, is born; she claims in later life that Byron is her father.  Byron becomes engaged to Annabella Milbanke. 

1815  Byron marries Annabella on 2 January. Daughter, Augusta Ada, born to Byron and Annabella on 10 December.  Battle of Waterloo. Wellington ‘victorious’:
Yet I love glory;—glory 's a great thing:—

       Think what it is to be in your old age

     Maintain'd at the expense of your good king:

       A moderate pension shakes full many a sage,

     And heroes are but made for bards to sing,

       Which is still better; thus in verse to wage

     Your wars eternally, besides enjoying

     Half-pay for life, make mankind worth destroying.
(DJ Canto VII 14)
1816   Byron's wife leaves him in January.  Byron leaves England forever on 24 April.  Arriving in Geneva, he meets Percy and Mary Shelley and Claire Clairmont. 1817  Byron's daughter, Allegra, is born to Claire Clairmont on 12 January.  Byron travels to Rome with Hobhouse and returns to settle in Venice.  He has an affair with Margarita Cogni, wife of a Venetian baker.  He sells Newstead Abbey. 

1819  Byron begins an affair with the married Countess Teresa Guiccioli.  Don Juan  (and the Byronic hero) Cantos I and II pub. in July.  
I want a hero: an uncommon want,

       When every year and month sends forth a new one,

     Till, after cloying the gazettes with cant,

       The age discovers he is not the true one;

     Of such as these I should not care to vaunt,

       I 'll therefore take our ancient friend Don Juan—

     We all have seen him, in the pantomime,

     Sent to the devil somewhat ere his time.
Then for accomplishments of chivalry,

       In case our lord the king should go to war again,

     He learn'd the arts of riding, fencing, gunnery,

     And how to scale a fortress—or a nunnery.

(DJ Canto I 1,38)
But Juan was quite 'a broth of a boy,'

       A thing of impulse and a child of song;

     Now swimming in the sentiment of joy,

       Or the sensation (if that phrase seem wrong),

     And afterward, if he must needs destroy,

       In such good company as always throng

     To battles, sieges, and that kind of pleasure,

     No less delighted to employ his leisure;

     But always without malice: if he warr'd

       Or loved, it was with what we call 'the best

     Intentions,' which form all mankind's trump card,

       To be produced when brought up to the test.

     The statesman, hero, harlot, lawyer—ward

       Off each attack, when people are in quest

     Of their designs, by saying they meant well;

     'T is pity 'that such meaning should pave hell.'
(DJ Canto 8 24-25)

For I will teach, if possible, the stones

     To rise against earth's tyrants. Never let it

       Be said that we still truckle unto thrones;—

     But ye—our children's children! think how we

     Show'd what things were before the world was free!

     That hour is not for us, but 't is for you:

       And as, in the great joy of your millennium,

     You hardly will believe such things were true

       As now occur, I thought that I would pen you 'em;

     But may their very memory perish too!-

       Yet if perchance remember'd, still disdain you 'em

     More than you scorn the savages of yore,

     Who painted their bare limbs, but not with gore.

(DJ Canto 8 135-6)

1820  Byron lives in the Guiccioli palace with his daughter Allegra, Teresa and her husband.  He becomes involved in the Carbonari: Italian revolution against Austrian rule.  Teresa and her husband officially separate in July. 1821  Teresa's family, the Gambas, are banished to Pisa after the defeat of the Carbonari movement; Byron moves there with them.  Don Juan cantos III-V in August, Cain, The Two Foscari, and Sardanapalus in December
1822    Allegra dies in April.  Leigh Hunt moves to Byron's house in June, where they collaborate on the journal The Liberal.  Shelley is drowned 8 July in his boat, the Don Juan.  

1823   Don Juan cantos VI-XIV is published.  Byron sails for Greece to fight in their war of idependence, arriving at Missolonghi on 30 December. 
1824    Byron dies at Missolonghi on 19 April.  Don Juan cantos XV and XVI  pub. in March.  In June, Byron is buried in Hucknall Torkard Church, near Newstead Abbey.  His memoirs burned by a group of his friends.
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