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This assignment is based on critical and analytical research with observations taking place virtually, based on the Leuven scale (Lewis, 2020). Viewing the four videos of children in a Foundation Phase classroom, I have chosen to observe the children in video three. The learning environment in this video is of interest to me because I feel role play enhances a child’s imagination for future development. The children in this video seem to be very relaxed in their learning environment and they seemed to be fully involved in the activity of becoming travel agents. This suggests that they are aware of the wider world and how different working roles have different responsibilities (Department for Education, 2011). The research question that was given to me to investigate and research was: To what extent does the role play environment provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning? 

Video three showed three children in a role play area within an indoor classroom. The role play area was linked to the term topic of countries and the children related their knowledge of Japan to their child-led play. The role play was based on a travel agency and the three children had different roles to play which included being a customer, an assistant and the travel agent. The children did not acknowledge that they were being observed and videoed, but could have been aware that a practitioner was present. The video seemed to have been taken in a quiet classroom with no distractions for the children being observed (Department for Education, 2011).

According to Thomas and Lewis (2016), teachers have an important role to fulfil when providing opportunities for pupil involvement and learning. It is important that they know every child’s needs, their abilities and their skills as well as those areas which can be improved upon. Briggs (2013) claims that it is through observing the pupils regularly that the observers will find appropriate answers in order to plan the provision appropriately in the classroom. The role of teachers in the classroom is central to a child’s knowledge and understanding to become the best learners they can be. Crowley (2014) states that it is vital that teachers have a good understanding of what pupils like to play with in the role play areas, as children’s likes and dislikes can help when setting up role play areas in the indoor and outdoor classroom.

The Leuven scale was first pioneered by Ferre Laevers and his team in Belgium. The Leuven scale helps to understand how focused and comfortable the children are in the setting (Arnerich, 2018). This scale is an observational tool that can help show possible signs of well-being and involvement in children. The Leuven scale can be useful to make assessments of targeted children that the observer is worried or concerned about. 
Role play is a child-led activity which allows children to interact with their peers while developing their skills and understanding of roles in the wider world (Drake, 2005). It can provide opportunities for children to share their feelings and emotions with one another, as well as encourage timid and quiet children to feel a sense of belonging. Observing the children through the Leuven scale in a role play area can be beneficial because it can allow the chance to observe children in a more natural environment where they role play real world situations. Grigg (2010) believes a role play area tries to involve all children to help provide an opportunity for children to develop their skills and abilities through an enjoyable area in the classroom.
According to Bertram and Pascal (2020), observations are a key part of the Leuven scale as it is a really powerful tool when used appropriately and regularly. Laevers (2017) believes that a one-off observation is not enough, because children are continually changing and developing and therefore no observer should make a judgement until multiple assessments have taken place. The Leuven scale observations should be made on the children the observer is concerned about, to monitor their well-being and involvement (Dubial, 2014). Arnerich (2018) suggests the scales can be particularly helpful when children are transitioning into new environments as they can help the observer identify any distress the children may have.

After evaluating all research tools, I chose observation as my main method during my research as observations can give a deeper understanding to what activities the children enjoy completing, what skills they are able to develop and what outcomes they are achieving in relation to the Foundation Phase Framework (Moyles, 2011). My observation schedule was based on the Leuven scale because my aim was to investigate whether the role play area was to provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning (see appendix 1). The Leuven scale is based on pupil involvement and well-being therefore I felt that this would have been a beneficial research tool to use to answer my research question (Lewis, 2020).

Observations have many strengths as well as limitations (Thomas and Lewis, 2016).  Some children may feel that when being observed they cannot be themselves and may feel they should act differently. This would mean that the data would be unreliable and invalid due to their behaviour changing when adults are present. A lot of children could feel intimidated by adults being around them when they are involved in an activity and could be a little frightened at the thought of being watched by someone else (Smith et al. 2012).

Before starting my research, I had to plan accordingly. I created an observation schedule which is based on the Leuven scale and it allowed me to collect all of my research data for the duration of the observation (Rizvi, 2010). I believe that this primary data could help with answering my research question as the children being observed were playing in the role play area, which helped them feel more comfortable. The observation was based on using the Leuven scale as a research tool to identify any problems or concerns about the children (Bertram and Pascal, 2020).

Observations are a key part of the Leuven scale, which can give the observer a much deeper understanding of the children. Child involvement is about concentration, it is when they become totally focused in an activity. Children seem to be fully involved in an activity when they are fascinated with the resources around them. The scales can help identify children who are less involved in an activity and feel detached from the activity they are completing. The observer can also identify children who are having emotional problems and this can lead to them introducing mechanisms to help those children (Cheqdin Childcare Software, 2019).

Although the Leuven scale has many advantages, it can also be seen to have many disadvantages. Using the Leuven scale as an observational tool is very beneficial when children are learning and developing, because children learn and develop when becoming involved in an activity. However, the scale cannot be used if the child is not developing or learning during the activity. In turn, this would mean that the activity would have to be pitched according to the children’s needs before observing them using the Leuven scale as a tool (Dubial, 2014).

Due to the observations being virtual, I did not have any ethical complications while researching. However, when circumstances allow me to observe children in school, I must take into account consent and assent. For example, if I have received consent from the child’s parents (through a consent form) and I did not receive assent off the children, I must respect the child’s opinions and views (British Educational Research Association, 2018). The children are at the centre of the research and if they did not want to participate, any observer should respect this decision. Another possible ethical problem could be when there is a breach of confidentiality and anonymity. In order for me to protect my participants from this problem, I will ensure that I manage my research data carefully, with confidentiality and anonymity in mind (Grigg, 2010).
Having examined the research on the Leuven scale as an observation research tool and after conducting my own primary research, I believe the scale is very effective as it can help observers to have a deeper understanding of the children’s involvement in an activity and how it effects their emotional needs (Moyles, 2011). This research tool might work well in an outdoor classroom, however it may be harder to conduct the observation outdoors as children are constantly moving and enjoying the free space available to them (British Educational Research Association, 2018).

To conclude, I believe the Leuven scale was a very useful tool for me to use when I observed a group of children in the role play area. After researching and evaluating all of my findings, I believe that the role play area does provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning. In the video that I chose, the children had a wide variety of resources including signs, contact detail forms, a telephone, pens, paper along with spelling mats to spell days of the week. In turn, this allows the children to get involved in the travel agency role play area and learn about a variety of roles and responsibilities in different job roles. 

I have evaluated the Leuven scale and I feel that it is a very beneficial tool that can help all practitioners in a Foundation Phase classroom observe their pupils and understand whether their involvement in an activity reflects their emotions and well-being (Cheqdin Childcare Software, 2019). Video three seemed to show that one child was at stage three, one child was at stage four and one child was at stage five of the Leuven scale. This indicates that all of the children were involved in the continuous activity, with no external distractions and that they were all making progress within the activity. In the future, I will use the role play area to assess the children based on the Leuven scale, as this can allow children to behave naturally while being observed (Department for Education, 2011).

After creating an observation schedule, I have identified strengths and limitations of my own. I believe that having the observer’s name, date of observation and research question on my observation schedule is vital in order to refer back to if needed in the future. The lesson context was detailed and it tells other people that the observer is aware of the situation and the context before any observation has taken place. Having a breakdown of the Leuven scale on there, may help the observer when marking what targets the child has reached during the observation (Rizvi, 2010). On the other hand, there was no time scale as to how long the observation was for, it may not give a true reflection as to whether the data was reliable or valid. Although I feel the lesson context was detailed and showed a true reflection of the activity, it may have been too detailed and it could have been seen as a breach of confidentiality (Drake, 2005).

After researching, and concluding this research question through a variety of sources, I feel that a research question of my choice can lead me to research and analyse other aspects within primary education. I have created the research question: To what extent do children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) benefit from one-to-one support? I have chosen to research this question in my future practice because after researching about pupil involvement and using the Leuven scale, I feel that support is key to help scaffold children and encourage them to feel involved in an activity. Those children who have additional needs, may not always feel as though they are involved with others, or may feel excluded and therefore the one-to-one support may be beneficial. I have always had a passion for ALN and how much children with additional needs learn and absorb during their time in school (Crowley, 2014).

Appendix 1:

Observation Schedule

Observer: ……………….                         


 Date: ……………..

Research Question: To what extent does the role play environment provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning?

Students Levels of involvement (adapted from the Leuven Scale)

	Leuven Scale
	
	Child X
	Child Y
	Child Z

	1 – Extremely low
	Activity is simple, repetitive and passive
	
	
	

	
	The child seems absent and displays no energy
	
	
	

	
	The child is staring into space and looking to see what others are doing
	
	
	

	2 – Low
	The activity is frequently interrupted
	
	
	

	
	The child is engaged in the activity some of the time, but will stare into space and be distracted
	
	
	

	3 – Moderate
	Mainly continuous activity
	
	
	

	
	The child is busy with the activity but at a fairly routine level
	
	
	

	
	They make progress with what they are doing but don’t show much energy
	
	
	

	
	Can be easily distracted
	
	
	

	4 – High
	Continuous activity with intense moments
	
	
	

	
	Involved in the activity at all times
	
	
	

	
	Not easily distracted
	
	
	

	5 – Extremely high
	The child shows continuous and intense activity with great involvement
	
	
	

	
	They are concentrated, creative, energetic and persistent. 
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Lesson Context:


The class have recently learnt about Japan and in the role play area, children X, Y and Z plan an exciting trip to Japan, all the way to Mount Fuji. Child X is the travel agent, Child Y is his assistant and Child Z is booking his holiday. Child X takes child Z’s details and arranges the departure date and time. Child Y arranges the excursions available on that trip abroad. 
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