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Workbook Guidance

Please read these notes carefully. They provide essential information. The documents you will use in developing your workbook are on the following pages.

What is the workbook for?

The purpose of this workbook is to enable learners to demonstrate and provide evidence of how they meet the learning outcomes set by the College of Policing, for the Graduate Diploma in Professional Policing Practice. You are being asked to outline your experiential learning based upon your theoretical understanding in a range of operational situations. 

· Wellbeing and Resilience
· Criminal Justice
· Conducting Investigations
· Decision making and discretion
· Maintaining Professional Standards
· Leadership and Team working
· Policing the roads
· Information and Intelligence

You may wish to use the same incidents as you have outlined in the Occupational Competence Portfolio. 
 
How should the workbook be presented?
 
Blank electronic copies can be found on Moodle of this workbook. You must submit this document electronically therefore it is important that you save your work regularly and upload the final typed version through Turnitin on Moodle. 
 
Word count policy can be found in chapter 7 of the Academic Quality under section 7.7 (this applies to presenting work above and under the specified word count).  
(https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/academic-office/aqh-chapters/chapters---en/Chapter_07_Assessment_Taught_Programmes_Pages_72-79-UPDATED-05-11-2019.pdf) 
 
Reflective practice is a core aspect for your workbooks and although there is a variety of useful resources on Moodle, there is one particular book, that is specifically based on reflective practice in policing, here is a link to one chapter from Selina Copley’s Reflective Practice for Policing Students: 
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/298870/mod_resource/content/1/Reflective%20Practice%20for%20Policing%20Students%20-%20Selina%20Copley%20Chapter5.pdf
 
How is the workbook assessed?
 
Advice and support about the completion of this workbook is available to you. Please contact Kelly Andrews direct using k.andrews@uwtsd.ac.uk with any questions or queries you may have. 
 
Dates of workbook submission can be located within the General information tile within Moodle.
 
Once submitted your workbook will be assessed and marked independently. You will be provided with individual feedback once the work has been marked. 






Confidentiality

It is important that no individual can be identified either directly or indirectly from the information in the workbook. However, you must:

· adhere to guidance in the Candidate Handbook about confidentiality.
· not identify individuals including witnesses, victims, or offenders by name.
· not write information that enables any individual to be identified indirectly through the description you provide. This includes references to names, colleagues, places (including hospitals, schools, town, villages, streets) specific incidents which were high profile and could be identified due to past publicity, other professionals or any other personal information including medical or other conditions.
· take personal responsibility for adhering to confidentiality rules. 
· not include any dates of any incidents or anything that specifically identifies an actual incident.


Please be aware that any content that is deemed to be inappropriate, disrespectful, or abusive will not be tolerated. Following review of any content of this nature the information will be shared with the employer of the student responsible.  

Should any health and wellbeing concerns be raised because of disclosures made by the student within this workbook, the employer of the student will be informed.  


NOTE

Your workbook will be submitted electronically via Turnitin on Moodle. Guidance on this is in the Candidate Handbook. 

Remember that the workbook is YOUR responsibility you must not rely on the assessor or anyone else to pick up any confidentiality breaches as this is your work and you must accept full responsibility for confidentiality. Meeting all the confidentiality requirements is particularly important. 


Dyslexia and other special circumstances

If you have any condition that you feel may affect your ability to deal with any part of the programme, please see the Candidate Handbook for further guidance. The University has a Student Services Unit that may be able to help but it is the learner’s individual responsibility to contact them. 
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Guidance: 

· Your workbook must contain items 1 - 5 below (in the order given).
· You should use the pro-forma to insert your text within each section. 
· Note that this module has 2 components with each weighted at 50% of the overall 100% marks total.
· You should upload your completed document as a saved pdf file of this workbook; if this is not possible then a Word Doc file is acceptable. Do not send a scanned file from a photocopier, an apple.dot file, or a Microsoft publisher file as Turnitin will not be able to assess them, despite you being able to upload them.
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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:







 
 





Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

Critically evaluate To question information and opinions in the text in order to evaluate or judge its worth overall. This involves considering research texts, propositions and statements and the extent to which they are valid and/or the extent to which you agree with them. It is important to look at evidence taken from a wide range of sources which both agree with and contradict an argument. You should come to a final conclusion which must be based on your judgment about the most important factors, and which you can justify

‘A domestic abuse related call is made to the police every 30 seconds.’ (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2022)

Domestic incidents are one of the most serious and common incidents within policing. They can be challenging for several reasons. The victim can have severe injuries, there can be elements of emotional abuse which are harder to identify and victims who need help are afraid to speak out against their loved ones. It is a crime taken extremely seriously within policing with the absolute priority to protect victims. From my experience attending domestics, I believe that challenges that come with these incidents are the stigma around male victims and recognising emotional abuse as well as physical abuse in domestic incidents. 

I attended a domestic which had several complexities. The victim had called in stating that his partner had hit him and then locked him out of their flat.  On arrival the victim had a visible swollen eye injury and his partner had left the property. He disclosed that he had had an argument with his partner who had then thrown pots and pans at him which had caused the injury. He then disclosed more offences where by his partner had hit him with baseball bats and punched him in his sleep which had caused severe swelling to his face which he still had images of. He also disclosed that his partner had convinced him to move to her hometown miles away from his family. She often took his phone and keys off him so he couldn’t contact his friends or family and was completely reliant on her – displaying further coercive and controlling behaviour. The victim was alone in his home and his partner and left taking his house keys with. While officers were present, she was sending him taunting text messages, threatening to come back into the home and hurt him again. To add more complexities – the victim did not want to make a criminal complaint and did not want his partner arrested, he wanted police’s help to get his keys back. 

There were many things to think about at this incident. One was how to safeguard the victim who had no family or friends to visit. He did not have access to his keys to lock the door so was unsafe at the property. It was too dangerous for the suspect to return to the address in case she could cause more harm to the victim after the level of injuries from the past and the incident had been disclosed. Officers had to find the suspect with the only information the victim had on her location is that she was parked in her car somewhere. Officers had to remain outside the victim’s address and conduct area searches. Eventually the suspect was found in the area but the lack of location and leaving the victim vulnerable in their address was a huge factor in what decision to make.

 Despite not wanting to make a criminal complaint – the victim did provide a negative statement and gave officers images of his injuries. A negative statement is a statement given but the provider does not support police action and is not willing to go to court. However, in domestic’s the incident can still go to court victimless so his engagement and evidence was still crucial despite not supporting the investigation. The statement was also detailed the historic abuse and not just the current incident providing as much evidence as possible. Despite not being supportive of police action – the negative statement tackled the complexity of the victim not supporting the investigation and helped gather evidence for a court case. 

There are many reasons why a victim does not want to support police action. It can range from fear, to having loyalty to their abuser, to not fully understanding the extent of their abuse and believing that the abuse they receive is normal. In this incident the male was victim and the suspect female with male victims being treated less favourably than female victims. This shown in further studies as. ‘Yet the needs of male victims of DVA have been comparatively neglected.’ (Watson D, Parsons S). I feel as if the victim’s sex was a barrier to him seeking help. He made several references to his partner to having a small build, him not wanting to hurt her if he tried to defend himself due to being significantly bigger than her and repeating that she did not mean to harm him and wasn’t aware that she could cause any injuries due to her build and sex. 

The victim’s mindset could have stemmed from unconscious bias where he was displaying these justifications due to her being a female and him a male. Unconscious bias is described as ‘unconscious forms of discrimination and stereotyping based on race, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, ability, age and so on.’ (Tsipursky, 2020). With the natural mindset that men are bigger and stronger in build, they can defend themselves from female aggressors. It is also the natural mindset that women are domestic abuse victims due to their smaller build and statistics showing them to be most victims. He is subconsciously discriminating himself as he is not the stereotypical domestic abuse victim. Therefore this mindset is not only shared by the victim, but the majority of people including police officers which could have played a part in how the incident was handled.

There is also a clear lack of resources for male victims with most support being aimed for female victims. An example of this is Women’s Aid which is one of the first results when searching for support which is clearly catered for female victims of domestic abuse which immediately feeds into the stigma of male victims. This is further clarified within a source found that there were an ‘indivisibility of male victims within services. These studies found that men were either not aware that services are available for them or they did not perceive them as appropriate.’ (Huntley A, Potter L, Williamson E, Malpass A, Szilassy E, Feder G 2023)

The result of this domestic was that the suspect was released with no further action after her interview. The justification for the decision was that the victim did not wish to make a criminal complaint and wanted their partner to be released and come home. It was a very disheartening result. The general way domestics are tackled are through ‘prevention, protection and justice. As the terms imply, prevention attempts to avert incidences of domestic violence through methods such as education and counselling; protection involves attempts to prevent further injury through methods such as removing victims from the situation and ordering offenders to stay away from victims; and justice involves retribution against domestic violence offenders.’ (UK Essays, 2018). In this incident, the ‘prevention’ tactic has successfully been used as the suspect has been arrested and separated from the victim to prevent further injury being harmed that night. However, this does not stop the victim from being harmed in the future. The victim had provided countless evidence and their partner was allowed to be returned home to them with minimal safeguarding. With the offender facing no consequences, there has been no prevention put in place with the offender not learning anything from their actions and there has been no justice served for the victims. I believe if there had to be some sort of consequence for every domestic incident – despite the victim’s doubts – future domestic incidents are more likely to deescalate and perpetrator’s with vulnerable partners will be able to face the justice system. 

While South Wales Police is victim led and victims have the right to withdraw a complaint, this incident could have put the victim in a lot of danger. The victim’s initial cry for help was ultimately failed. With the victim himself showing signs that he did not feel like he was a worthy victim, it is likely that unconscious biased could have played a part with the decision to not go victimless with the incident. There was an outstanding amount of evidence, such as a detailed statement from the victim – despite not wanting to go court, images of the current incident and past incidents and seizure of the suspects phone for further evidence. The choice to overlook this and not take the incident further purely because of the victim seemingly not supporting despite all the evidence he had willingly given to officers may have also been part of unconscious bias. The stereotypes that the victim is in less danger due to advantages of his sex could have stopped officers wanting to take any further action – therefore that victim was let down with his domestic abuse aggressor returning home to him the next day. While I understand the victim did not wish to make a criminal complaint or go to court – the danger to him was outstanding and his willingness to provide all that information to officers suggested he wanted and needed police help to get out of the situation he was in. 
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Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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