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 Many cases in the UK justice system are not resolved by judges. The legal decisions are made by ordinary people with no prior experience of law and justice. This inclusion of ordinary people in the justice system helps in maintaining fairness and making rational judgements. Magistrates are members of local communities who are trained and voluntarily hear criminal and civil cases related to their respective communities. This study is going to explain the advantages and disadvantages of magistrates in the exercise of justice. It will also mention the definition, characteristics and responsibilities of a magistrate in the UK.
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Explain the advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates in the exercise of justice
Magistrates are volunteers of the local community with no previous legal experience however they hear cases in family and magistrate courts to make vital decisions. This is an opportunity for ordinary people to participate in legal hearings and express their opinion in judgements. magistracy also offers new perspectives and a deeper understanding of community needs in the legal justice system. Any person aged between 18 to 74 years can become a magistrate to develop new skills and help the community in making positive changes (gov.uk, 2023). Magistrates have a deep understanding of local norms and community values. Therefore, they can make effective decisions related to crimes related to communities. At least 13 days of volunteering is required and a training of five years to hear cases in UK courts. A self-employed person can claim loss of earnings to sit unpaid in hearings. 
A magistrate has the option to choose cases from family or criminal court. In court, the magistrate hears the claims of both parties before making any decision. Support from a legal advisor is available and a group of three magistrates hear the cases. The legal advisor ensures the magistrates are following the right procedures. Only strong communication skills are needed to become a magistrate. In the UK all criminal cases begin in a magistrate court. Serious cases such as murder, robbery and rape are transferred to the crown court. Magistrates generally crimes such as motoring offences, minor assault, theft and TV license evasion. Similarly, punishments given by magistrates are penalties, fines, prison up to 12 months and unpaid community work (gov.uk, 2023). magistrate deal with cases related to children and families in family courts. They help separated parents in planning for children and enforce child maintenance orders and orders to prevent domestic abuse.
Responsibilities of Magistrates
In England and Wales, magistrates play a significant role in the judiciary. They help local authorities and police to address anti-social behaviour.  Magistrates sit in courts as a bench of three or more volunteers. All members of these benches have equal decision-making power. However, only one member leads the bench and speaks in court. Other magistrates on the bench are called wingers. The responsibilities of magistrates in criminal court are to listen and consider all pieces of evidence presented in the court. In cases, where the defendant is found guilty, they are responsible for imposing community work and penalties (Campbel, 2020). Serious cases are transferred to the crown court. The main reasonability of magistrates is to enforce civil duties and maintain law compliance within a region. Magistrates also have a significant role in the welfare of children and family futures in family courts. These experiences of volunteer members help in gaining insight into a wide range of child welfare issues. These magistrates help in bringing tangible changes in communities.
The role of magistrates has changed over the years. The main responsibilities of magistrates are to reduce crime, re-offending rates, protect people, increase public confidence and be fair in judgement (gov.uk, 2023). They have given more power to help police in reducing reoffending rates. Community engagement is also important for the effective use of magistracy in the justice system. Magistrates are responsible for building trust and confidence among people in the justice system. They also teach young people the importance of claw and compliance for community safety.  Magistrates provide written reasons, which are assisted with additional information provided by families, children and social workers. They are assigned to a local justice area and every year a bench chair is selected by benches.
Characteristics 
The first characteristic of a magistrate is commitment and reliability. A magistrate should be committed to ensuring law and justice in society by making fair and transparent judgments. Reliability of judgement comes from the knowledge, experience and skills of the magistrate. Therefore, all shreds of evidence shown in court must be analysed using own understanding to ensure justice. The second characteristic is social awareness, which shows an understanding of the magistrate about the local community, social concerns and the impacts of crime and punishment on people (magistrates-association.org.uk, 2023). Volunteers who are aware of social surroundings and concerns can make fair judgments and bring reforms to society. The third characteristic is sound justice, which means fair judgement and justice for all parties. Personal bias, emotions and lack of knowledge must not affect the judgements. Therefore, magistrates sit in court as a bench to avoid any bias and consider different perspectives. 
The fourth characteristic is the maturity to deal with different situations. This characteristic does not state about age, rather it focuses on the behaviour and understanding of an individual. maturity is required to understand family issues properly. It is also helpful in suggesting the right punishment for an offence to reduce reoffending rates. The fifth characteristic is communication and understanding, which is needed to clearly express an opinion and assess the case (magistrates-association.org.uk, 2023). Good communication skills help in discussions related to the case and understand different perspectives. It also reduces the risk of conflicts among bench members.
Advantages or disadvantages of magistrates
The main advantages of magistrates in the UK justice system are cost-effectiveness, deep understanding of local communities, ease to handle the bulk of cases, no qualification required and increased public confidence. Magistrates are unpaid volunteer members, who show a willingness to help the judiciary in managing the bulk of small cases. Judges in UK courts earn £90,000 annually. Hiring hundreds of judges for local-level crimes can be costly for the government (getrevising.co.uk, 2023). Magistrates have deep knowledge of local issues, which helps in representing local communities in courts. They are also easily available to reduce the burden of judges. Judges do not need to look after small offences, which provides them time to focus on serious cases. No training is required therefore; volunteers can start working as magistrates quickly and the workload of judges can be reduced. Confidence of people increases in the justice system, as their representatives are present in the court room.
The main disadvantages of magistrates in the justice system are persecution bias, inconsistency, reliance on legal advisors and being unrepresentative of society. Due to a lack of qualification and experience, bench members can side with the police and neglect the claims of the defendant. This bias can result in wrong judgements. A magistrate can work only 13 days a year (getrevising.co.uk, 2023). Therefore, they may forget the cases and judgements can change with changes in bench members. Only people with free time volunteer for this role. Therefore, many bench members are middle or old-aged people. These people might fail to represent youth, children and different minorities from the community. An additional need for a legal advisor is costly and makes the process complex. Magistrates have no experience in judging complex cases and without a legal advisor, they can not be able to comply with court procedures.
Reform 
Wider reforms in the criminal justice system of the UK are needed to make effective use of magistrates in managing cases. First reform is required to make maximum use of the skills and knowledge of magistrates in courts (gov.uk, 2013). They can be part of complex and serious cases to learn skills and regulations related to justice. They can be used to reduce the workload of judges by expanding their skill set. Another reform is needed to unclog magistrates and free-up time for dealing with serious crimes. New powers can be given to magistrates to reduce reoffending rates. It would help them in making effective judgements and feel confident in dealing with complex cases. Some training programs can also be introduced for magistrates to help them in performing well in courtrooms. The need for a legal advisor can be avoided by training magistrates about courtroom and law procedures.  New roles for magistrates can b explored in the justice system for handling many cases and managing criminal justice.
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Thus, it can be concluded from the study that magistrates are local people with no experience in the legal justice system. They volunteer to represent local communities in the court room and provide different perspectives on the judgment. It is easy to become a magistrate in the UK, as no formal education or training is needed. A magistrate must have good communication, understanding, make sound judgement, maturity and social awareness to perform better in this role. The advantage of this role is a cost-effective way of dealing with non-serious crimes, reduced workload on judges and greater trust among people. However, inconsistency, personal bias and dependence on a legal advisor are some of the limitations of this role.
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