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I have decided to write a review of the television show WW2 Treasure Hunters.[footnoteRef:1] In the first episode of the second series, the show explores the Great War and a strategic location in Great Britain. While growing up, I watched this episode multiple times, as it covers areas rarely shared on television from this historical era. I thoroughly enjoyed this show, which ignited my passion for war-related history and archaeology. Episodes such as this can serve as educational tools, revealing what can still be unearthed and the potential risks associated with excavations conducted without proper support. [1:  WW1 Special (Morn Hill), (Television programme) WW2 Treasure Hunters (London: Sky History, 8 October 2017 <https://www.history.co.uk/shows/ww2-treasure-hunters/articles/ww2-treasure-hunters-series-2-episodes> [accessed 09 August 2024]
] 

Historians typically start by researching the area before excavation. In this case, one of the historians used an authentic map from the post-Great War era to determine the best locations for digging. Despite the lack of visible evidence, the decision was made to dig in an area that, according to the map, was just woodland. Despite the lack of visible evidence, the team believed it would be an ideal location to find artefacts since the area had not been developed since the Great War. They suspected that the artefacts could still be hidden beneath the natural surroundings. Although the map indicated the absence of any concrete structures, the team believed that soldiers may have used the area for training or leisure activities. Throughout the episode, the team frequently referred to the map to guide their search in identifying potential uses of the area.

The historian starts the excavation or search with a comprehensive team briefing, ensuring that everyone understands the purpose of their presence, what to be on the lookout for, and the primary goal of the excavation.

You will see that the team of archaeologists and metal detectorists collaborated on the excavation, and it is wise to consider the potential artefacts they might discover. These detectors are great because they can penetrate dirt. When findings occur, you will find throughout how the team removed and cleaned artefacts taken from the ground. The team remove them from the ground slowly and carefully, then likely dusts or cleans the artefact to reveal what it is. The episode has a brief close-up shot of how they cleaned artefacts. They used a toothbrush with delicate bristles and a small amount of water, allowing surface-level dirt to be removed without damaging the artefact. This technique is relatively common but effective and can also help the team recognise potential artefacts nearby prior to a deep clean later. Some detectorists even wear gloves to protect themselves, but most importantly, these can also protect the artefacts from further damage. 

A beneficial technique is visible throughout. The team uses their eyes to locate artefacts, and the historian comments on what they can find. This technique is very beneficial, saving them time and allowing them to understand what they could find easily. This could be done before arrival to help the team have substantial evidence that artefacts are present, and it can help spot an abnormality with the research.

After uncovering several seemingly unrelated artefacts, the team adjusts their strategy and focuses on making significant discoveries. It is possible that they initially used this area as a test site, and after consistently finding the same types of artefacts, they realised it was time to explore new locations. The element of surprise and the excitement of unexpected discoveries keep the audience captivated, wondering why concrete is present in an area where no buildings have been recorded. When another interesting artefact was found but had yet to be identified, they shared that they were still determined to identify what it may be and would conduct research to help with the artefact's identity. Luckily, the identity of the artefacts gets revealed, and it is revealed with a modern-day example as well as a historical example, which makes perfect sense when reviewing the evidence. 

The historian's observation that nature does not adhere to straight lines serves as a compelling example of the mysteries that nature conceals. His realisation that seemingly irrelevant findings could be crucial to a discovery led to a significant breakthrough. By carefully observing the distinctive line from its starting point and thoroughly documenting any discoveries along the way, it became evident that conducting a preliminary walkaround before excavation could be beneficial.
In a later episode, the team faced a potentially high-risk situation during a historical investigation, as there was a chance of encountering unexploded ordnance. They utilised specialised equipment and visual evidence, such as aerial photography, to comprehensively understand the area's history and support their excavation. All these factors are important for the safety of the team. It is crucial to have a leading local expert in explosive ordnance present to advise a team on potential explosive artefacts. In this case, the team were conducting their excavation in Ypres, where there is a large amount of historical evidence to suggest there are potentially millions of unexploded ordnance still present in Ypres. 

I was struck by the team's determination to locate the owner of a recently recovered artefact. An expert was enlisted to aid in its identification and shared the artefact's story. Archaeologists try to trace artefacts unless they are unidentifiable or of significant importance, such as those destined for museums like the Imperial War Museum.

The enthusiasm of the detectorists and archaeologists in each episode is incredibly motivating. It captivates the audience and keeps them engrossed, episode after episode. The show's emphasis on personal connections and the dedication to reuniting lost artefacts with their rightful owners truly captivates me in every episode. If the roles were reversed, historians would appreciate learning about their relatives' wartime experiences rather than having their belongings taken by a "treasure hunter" and sold.
In conclusion, the television show WW2 Treasure Hunters offers a fascinating and educational exploration of historical artefact excavation. The careful planning, use of authentic historical maps, collaboration between archaeologists and metal detectorists, meticulous artefact cleaning techniques, and the importance of safety measures all contribute to the engaging and immersive experience for the audience. The show highlights the thrill of unexpected discoveries and emphasises the significance of thorough research, observation, and expertise in historical investigations. It serves as a compelling reminder of the valuable insights that can be gained from the careful study of our past.
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