


This essay will focus on the statement “Good scrutiny makes for good government” (White, 2015). The main aspects that will be emphasised throughout the essay include the separation of powers theory, how the UK executive is held to account, the advantages and disadvantages of holding them to account, as well and reform suggestions. The term scrutiny within politics refers to the process by which the House of Commons, the House of Lords, and their committees closely study and analyse government expenditures, actions, and policies (UK Parliament, no date). The UK Government uses a two-house system including the House of Commons and the House of Lords. Public ally elected members of the Parliament make up the House of Commons. The main role of the House of Commons is to discuss political topics and discuss proposals for new laws and bills whereas the main roles of the House of Lords is to scrutinise any bills that have been proposed, question the actions of the government as well as investigating public policy. Members of the House of Lords include a variety of experts from different fields of work such as business, academia, law, education and public service. This aids with scrutiny of the government as well as decision making as the knowledge from their roles help them to act in the best interest of the public (Parliament, no date). 
 
The term UK executive describes the members of the UK Government who make significant decisions and govern the daily operations of the nation. The party that holds the majority seats within the House of Commons is normally invited to form a Government under the UK Government’s system (The Constitution Society, 2024). The UK Government is run by the Prime Minister with the assistance of the Cabinet and ministers. There is one Prime Minister, 23 cabinet ministers, and 102 other ministers that all help with Parliamentary duties and the success of their departments. The main roles of the Prime Minister include appointing members of the government to different roles, being the principal figure within the House of Commons, and supervising the work of the Civil Service and government agencies (UK Government, no date). The cabinet is the governments highest decision-making body. The Prime Minister presides over the cabinet, which is made up of the governments most senior ministers. The prime minister has authority over decisions that are made by the cabinet, however the cabinet as a whole is officially in charge of governing the UK. The cabinet is made up from the prime minister, the chancellor or exchequer, and the secretaries of state (Institute for Government, 2020). According to the UK Government (no date), the cabinets main roles include managing policy areas such as transport, health, and foreign affairs or defence. The ministers are chosen from the House of Commons and the House of Lords by the Prime Minister and have a variety of different departments in which they are responsible for. They are liable for the successes and failures within the departments (UK Government, no date).  
 
The division of powers into separate branches of government, each with specific duties, is referred to as the separation of powers. The goal of the division of powers is to prevent the accumulation of unrestricted authority and to establish a system of checks and balances that limits the authority of one branch of government over that of another. This is essential for stopping power abuses in the legislative branches. An example of the measures in place that aim to make sure that no branch of the government has excessive authority is that the legislative branch can hold committee investigations, debates, and questions from ministers in order to monitor the executive branch's performance. The executive branch, legislative branch, and judicial branch are the three distinct branches of government (Kenton, W. 2021). 

The executive branch refers to the government, which is the United Kingdom's central executive authority. The legislative branch refers to Parliament, which consists primarily of the House of Commons, to which members of Parliament are elected, and the House of Lords which is composed of peers. The two houses of Parliament will discuss proposed laws, consider amendments, and decide whether to approve or reject them. The Crown must then grant royal assent for a law to become enforceable. The judiciary in the United Kingdom consists of the judges and court officers. The UK's highest court, the Supreme Court, is in charge of these. UK courts have the authority to resolve disputes arising between state entities, the state and individuals, and between individuals (British Institute of Human Rights, no date).
 
White (2015) describes scrutiny of the government as being any activity that involves the examination and readiness to contest of the current government's spending, management, and policies. There are a number of ways that the UK Government is held to account. These methods include parliamentary questions, debates, as well as select committees. Parliamentary questions are a method of scrutiny where over the course of several weeks, Ministers within respective departments respond to inquiries from Members of Parliament regarding matters pertaining to their respective departments. Additionally, written questions submitted by MPs to ministers can be answered in writing. This helps to scrutinise the government as it provides people with an understanding of what is going on within each department of the government (Brit Politics, 2024). Debates are used as a form of scrutiny where backbench MPs from any party can raise issues during Westminster Hall debates and get a response from the government. The objectives are to draw attention to a problem, shape public policy, and document the opinions of opposition parties and backbench MP’s (House of Commons, 2024). Both the House of Commons and the House of Lords have select committees. They monitor and report on a variety of topics, including economic affairs and the operations of government agencies (UK Parliament, no date). Select committees give the parliament the ability to consider more topics, which then allows them to expand capacity on issues that are being focused on. Additionally, they can help MPs become more specialised in a particular area, which promotes more thorough and efficient government scrutiny (Marshall, J. 2020). 
 
There are many advantages and disadvantages that come from scrutinising the government and holding them to account for their actions. As stated by White (2015) in a report on Parliamentary Scrutiny of the Government, there are a number of advantages to this. She states that some of the advantages of scrutiny within government include evidence, analysis, openness, learning and processes. She says that when it comes to evidence, it helps the government obtain fresh data, which enhances the quality of their evidence base for making decisions. By analysis, she means that close examination can support the government's evaluation of its evidence base by offering fresh or alternative insights and perspectives, some of which may be political in nature and may affect the government's perception of its own actions. In addition, by forcing ministers and civil servants to defend and explain their actions, scrutiny can also directly benefit the government by promoting transparency. Scrutiny can also help the government learn and identify past mistakes or successes by reviewing government expenditure, administration and the development and implementation of policy. Additionally, scrutiny can encourage improved procedures or higher standards in the government by carrying out crucial and efficient oversight of government procedures. While there are plenty of advantages to government scrutiny, there are also a number of disadvantages to consider as well. Within White’s report (2015), she states that it may result in a decreased level of creativity and risk-taking in government by creating an overwhelming fear of failing and receiving negative feedback from the public. Scrutiny can also be a disadvantage as it may reorientate government priorities from critical areas to areas under examination as a result of this process. A further limitation is that using procedures such as Question Time to conduct scrutiny could be viewed as ineffective because it frequently turns into a party-political conflict between the opposition leader and the prime minister (Political Investigations, 2015).

To conclude, parliamentary scrutiny of legislation is widely regarded as a being beneficial and ideally more scrutiny should be done within the government. Following research into the statement made by White 2015 that “Good scrutiny makes for good government” it is clear that the advantages of doing so outweigh the disadvantages. This is clear from the fact that examining particular governmental departments and areas can be helpful in developing and considering additional factors for future developments. The government can benefit from scrutiny in two ways, it can help them identify areas they would not have previously focused on, and it can help them see how they can better focus on what they are at present concentrating on. Nevertheless, the primary reasons that scrutiny contributes to effective governance are that it guarantees accountability, improves the technical quality of laws, and makes policy influence easier whilst ensuring that everything is carried out equitably and in an impartial manner.  
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