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[bookmark: _Toc133798222]Introduction:
The United Kingdom's court system relies heavily on the work of its magistrates. As lay judges, they offer a low-cost and easily accessible alternative to traditional judicial systems. Their participation in the judicial system, however, is not without its difficulties and critics. In order to assess the efficiency of magistrates and think about possible reforms, it is crucial to comprehend both their benefits and drawbacks (Jason-Lloyd, 2013). Therefore, the purpose of this essay is to talk about what magistrates do, what they are responsible for, and what qualities a good magistrate should have in the legal system of the United Kingdom. The effects of court closures on magistrates' caseloads and the availability of justice will also be discussed in this paper. In addition, it will explore ongoing reforms in the magistracy and present evidence on the benefits and drawbacks of having magistrates in society. The ultimate goal of this essay is to present a balanced examination of the merits and demerits of having magistrates dispense justice.

[bookmark: _Toc133798223]What is Magistrate?
In a court of law, a magistrate acts as a non-juror judge to hear and rule on matters. Dating back to ancient times, magistrates were selected by the central government to rule and administer justice in their own communities. Magistrates in the modern era are appointed by the Lord Chancellor and need no prior legal experience or education to serve in this capacity. They serve a crucial role in the administration of justice in the United Kingdom by hearing cases in both criminal and civil courts (Ashworth and Kelly, 2021).
Summary offenses such minor theft, criminal damage, and assault, as well as other triable-either-way offenses like drink-driving and burglary, are heard by Magistrates in the UK judicial system. Magistrates hear cases in the civil court system, including those involving family law and small claims.
Magistrates are a convenient and inexpensive way for communities to have access to justice. They are representative of the communities they serve and add valuable contextual insight to the court system. Magistrates play an important role in the criminal justice system since they have the authority to inflict monetary penalties and imprisonment. Magistrate courts are crucial to the smooth functioning of the justice system at the local level in the United Kingdom.

[bookmark: _Toc133798224]Magistrate in the United Kingdom:
In the United Kingdom, the job of the magistrate is essential. The Lord Chancellor appoints them, and they don't even need to be lawyers. Instead, they receive training to make sure they have the right set of abilities and knowledge to do the job. The diversity of the people they serve is reflected in the selection of magistrates. They come from all walks of life and represent a wide range of ages, ethnicities, and economic statuses.
Magistrates serve five-year terms and then either renew their appointment or leave. They make decisions via majority vote while seated in benches of three. Magistrates can hand out jail terms of up to a year for numerous offenses and fines of up to $6,000 for a single violation. In addition to jail time, fines, and community service, they can also issue restitution orders.
Magistrates are essential in making the legal system more accessible, efficient, and affordable. Their work is typically considered as more approachable and intelligible by the public than that of professional judges, and they serve as a key link between the legal system and local communities. We will discuss the criticisms and difficulties that come with their work.
The selection of magistrates represents the United Kingdom's dedication to maintaining a fair and inclusive justice system, and their role in the judicial process should not be undervalued.

[bookmark: _Toc133798225]Main Responsibilities of Magistrate:
The jurisdiction of a magistrate court extends much beyond the hearing of summary and "triable either way" cases. Offenses that fall under the magistrate's exclusive jurisdiction are known as "summary offenses," while more serious offenses that are "triable either way" can be handled in either the Crown Court or the Magistrates' Court. Magistrates hear and decide on small claims and family law proceedings that fall under civil law.
Magistrates have the important duty of ensuring the proper and timely administration of justice. They have to look at all the evidence without bias and come to a conclusion based on it. Magistrates have the authority to impose sentences of up to 12 months in prison for repeated offenses and up to six months for a single offense.
Magistrates' ability to hand down sentences is crucial. They are often the initial point of contact for those who have had some sort of run-in with the law, and their rulings can have far-reaching consequences for both the accused and the accused's victims. Magistrates must weigh several criteria while deciding on a sentence, including the gravity of the crime, the defendant's degree of responsibility, and the victim's suffering. To guarantee uniformity and impartiality in punishment, they must also adhere to punishment Council guidelines.
Judges' discretionary sentencing powers have been argued and criticized. It has been argued that magistrates are either too lenient or too punitive in their punishment. There have been appeals for magistrates to have more leeway in sentencing, and for the sentencing process to be more open and public (Pickett, 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc133798226]Court Closure:
The closure of courts has had a major effect on magistrates' caseloads and on people's ability to get fair trials. Due to court closures, some magistrates now have a considerable way to go to hear cases, which can add time and money to the process. Since the closure of many courts, many residents of some areas no longer have easy access to justice on a local level (Godley et al., 2000).
The loss of magistrates in rural areas has been exacerbated by the closure of courts. Travel time and costs can add up for magistrates in rural areas who must often travel great distances to serve their communities. This can exacerbate the challenges faced by the rural poor, the elderly, and those with disabilities in gaining access to justice (Harrison, 2009).
Both the workloads of magistrates and the ease with which justice can be obtained have suffered as a result of court closures. The government should take measures to prevent magistrates from being overworked by having to travel large distances to hear cases, and to guarantee that all communities have easy access to local justice.

[bookmark: _Toc133798227]Characteristics of Magistrate
In order to do their jobs well, magistrates need to have a number of qualities in common. To begin, magistrates need to be free from bias and opinion in order to make judgements that are grounded in the law and the evidence presented before them. Second, magistrates need to remain uninfluenced when making decisions, hence independence is a necessary (Tarling, 2006). Finally, magistrates need to be honest and trustworthy because it is their job to ensure that everyone is treated fairly in the court of law.
Magistrates must go through a stringent selection procedure and be given adequate training and support to ensure they have these qualities. This entails helping people emotionally as well as intellectually by providing continual training and development to keep their skills and knowledge up to date (Green, Ross and Schmidhauser, 1973).
Furthermore, it is essential that the communities' judicial officials reflect the diversity of those communities. Thus, it is important to have a diverse group of magistrates in terms of gender, race, age, and socioeconomic status so that all voices can be heard and considered.

[bookmark: _Toc133798228]Advantages and disadvantages of magistrates:
The use of magistrates in the judicial system has many benefits. Their easy access to justice is a major plus. Without the time and expense of a jury trial, cases can be heard by magistrates promptly and effectively. This implies that people who are facing criminal charges will have their cases heard more swiftly, which can help alleviate some of the anxiety and uncertainty that comes with dealing with the legal system.
Magistrates also have the added benefit of being quite cheap. Since magistrates serve as volunteers rather than receiving compensation, their use in the justice system helps keep costs down. Since more cases can be heard and resolved at a lower cost, the court's caseload can be lightened as a result.
Moreover, because they are locals themselves, magistrates have a better grasp of the problems facing their communities and the effects that criminal behavior can have. Participation from the community like this can assist guarantee that the judgements made by the magistrates are reasonable and just (Thomas, 2005).
However, the use of magistrates in the judicial system is not without its drawbacks. The possibility of prejudice is one of the major drawbacks. As members of the community at large, magistrates are not immune to the influence of biases and stereotypes. Because of this, their judgment may suffer from bias (Schwartz, 1973).
Over 15,000 magistrates serve in the criminal justice system in England and Wales, according to a study by the Ministry of Justice (2018). More than a million criminal cases (95% of all criminal cases) were heard by magistrates in 2017. The survey also revealed that when compared to crown courts, the cost per case in magistrates' courts is significantly lower, at £862 on average compared to £3,393 in crown courts. However, the study did find some causes for alarm, including a lack of diversity among judges and a lack of uniformity in sentencing. This highlights the need for continual reforms in the magistracy, such as adjustments to the recruiting process and training, to guarantee that magistrates are reflective of the communities they serve and are adequately trained to do their jobs.

[bookmark: _Toc133798229]Reform of Magistrate:
Over the years, reforms have been made to the magistracy in an effort to make the justice system run smoother and more effectively. The recruitment procedure is one change that has been made to encourage a wider range of applicants. For instance, the introduction of online applications and revisions to eligibility criteria have broadened participation (Ashworth and Kelly, 2021). Magistrates now receive better training to equip them with the expertise they need to do their jobs well, which is another reform. There are academic and practical aspects to the training, as well as prospects for continued growth and improvement.
The justice administered by magistrates may be enhanced by these changes. However, these developments could also have unintended consequences. For instance, if the hiring procedure is altered, it is possible that lower-quality individuals will be accepted because of factors unrelated to their suitability for the position (Jason-Lloyd, 2013). Further, improvements to the training program alone might not be enough to address the difficulties, like a lack of legal expertise, that magistrates face when carrying out their responsibilities. To make sure these changes are having the desired effect, they must be constantly tracked and evaluated.

[bookmark: _Toc133798230]Conclusion:
This essay has examined the benefits and drawbacks of having magistrates administer justice. Magistrate has been defined, the role of magistrates in the UK judicial system has been explained, the primary duties of magistrates have been underlined, and the effect of court closures on magistrates' workloads has been examined. The essay has also discussed improvements in the magistracy and the qualities that magistrates should have. The reforms currently underway and their possible benefits and drawbacks have also been examined, as have the pros and cons of magistrates.
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