Archaeology and ancient history. 

I have decided to join these two courses in my learning as a way to look at what I am taught with the perspective of an ancient historian and an archaeologist. Linking these subjects together will aid in extra knowledge in artifacts found and the history behind them. The scientific side of archaeology in looking at objects and aiming to figure out the history and movement linked to how and why they were found in the area they were excavated, and adding the historian side of ancient history will add more knowledge of the period in which these artefacts have been dated, as well as the more broader knowledge of the conditions of the excavation site and the artifacts themselves adds to knowing more about what types of objects can be found and dug up. Combining the knowledge of both subjects allows the most accurately possible personal story of the artifacts to be discovered and allocated, so that learning these courses now and in the future, allows these as bases to learning more knowledge of similar artifacts. 
Archaeology is described as the study of ‘human history and prehistory through the excavation of sites and the analysis of artifacts and other physical remains’[footnoteRef:1] when put into an internet search engine, which is added to by Wikipedia stating that archaeology is the ‘analysis of material culture’[footnoteRef:2] in which differs from the dictionary definition. This website also describes archaeology as both a ‘social science and a branch of the humanities’[footnoteRef:3], and this can be seen as technically true, subjective to personal beliefs, as there is a link to humanities and science through the methods used during excavations were using science to evaluate the surrounding environmental conditions but also the humanities side when exploring what the artifacts could suggest for history.  [1:  Oxford languages dictionary, 2023. ]  [2:  Wikipedia, 2023. ]  [3:  Wikipedia, 2023. ] 

Similarly, if the same search is conducted for ancient history, it is found that the description states the subject as a ‘time period’[footnoteRef:4], whereas the definition is also labelled as a noun and the ‘history of the ancient civilisations’[footnoteRef:5], which links ancient history to ancient civilisations as the two subjects can be learned together as they include similar lessons on periods of history and the everyday lives of the people who lived then. However, ancient history allows much more about the lives then to be learnt as it is not confined to just the knowledge of ancient civilisations but the people themselves and how they lived within these times with differentiating knowledge of how to use their surroundings, such as nature and materials, than we have today.  [4:  Wikipedia, 2023. ]  [5:  Oxford languages dictionary, 2023. ] 

The direction of archaeology can be seen as advancing and depleting as the students inclined to go to further education and study this subject is diminishing. This can be seen in the university of Sheffield, upon closing their archaeological department due to less students enrolling and the cost of continuing the program was decided as ‘not economically viable’[footnoteRef:6]. This allows more funding to be applied to other departments with more enrolling students. There are also signs of archaeological increase within employment, as most ‘archaeological data’ that has been found is being deemed as currently being ‘destroyed’[footnoteRef:7]. This implies that more work is needed to be completed to collect and excavate this data and artifacts so that further destruction is limited and the history behind them can be found with the most accuracy. The most fundamental archaeological term is associated with ‘preservation’ as this helps recover the ‘unique expression of human activity’[footnoteRef:8] which is what aids in the discovery of the story of the past and what these preserved artifacts represent. It is also fact that the preservation of most sites and structures from earlier periods in time call for more work and funding for these preservation projects that are in effect to help keep this history intact for this and future generations to learn about. These projects are timely and costly which makes the question of economic viability to become apparent as those who fund them will question if their money is in good use and if it is still worth being kept in the condition it is and not allow more dilapidation to naturally occur. This is just one of the reasons that some archaeological sites are being shut down and discarded in protest of the public and being left to the elements and factors that will destroy more evidence of the past, making the need for archaeologists to preserve and find artifacts to decrease and the student intake to dwindle as less and less jobs are being made available.  [6:  Q.Drew 2023]  [7:  P.J.Fowler, approaches to archaeology, A. and C. Black limited, 1977, pg 162. ]  [8:  P.J.Fowler, approaches to archaeology, A. and C. Black limited, 1977, pg 163. ] 

Ancient history itself is ever learning as more and more knowledge of ancient times are being found and taught, allowing this subject to be one that may always be part of the selective curriculum in further education. The concept of history being ‘ancient’ may change further in the future as the meaning of ancient history stops at the beginning of the medieval era, however, in the future this era may fall under ancient as the further forward we go the older and more further away this part of history becomes. The term ancient history may become expendable as the definition of the word ancient may change when more history is created and more can be learnt about the times that the subject covers as more is being discovered and analysed. New questions on history are always being asked while new methods are being put into practice when aiming to figure out the period and personal history behind artifacts and materials that are found during excavations. This cements ancient history as a subject to be taught as while being constantly added to there is always going to be history to be learnt and discovered, and the expanding of the course will continue as more ideas and methods come into use within the field of ancient history and also the humanities. 
Archaeology has a close relationship with different subjects within the humanities, in which the ‘development’ is ‘strongly linked to intellectual, ideological and economic changes’[footnoteRef:9] which is similar to other courses within the humanities. Archaeology is one of the more scientific based subjects within the humanities and is an ‘academic hybrid’[footnoteRef:10] as it is classed as both a science and a humanity, which allows a more in depth understanding to artifacts and research from both points of view. Archaeology and anthropology are similar subjects as they are both field work based and are to do with the studying of artifacts, however, anthropology differs slightly as it focuses on the scientifics and studies of humanity, and how early humans lived and past societies, whereas archaeology is mainly just the study of what remains from these past worlds and how these humans survived in the time they have. Ancient history and ancient civilisations can be used to aid in archaeology as common knowledge can work together to complete missing pieces of the personal history of artifacts and people that were around in past times and how things used to be within them, while also bringing a conclusive part of history to things and people found and aiding in finding who they are and how they lived in the past ancient worlds and what times were like back then. Similarly to this medieval history works in tandem to archaeology as an aid to identifying artifacts and materials found from this period of time and understanding the significance of these items and the importance to the story in this time and if a massive change to the history books are needed as new evidence may be found. This can benefit both subjects as the finding of pieces of significance is important as this will benefit archaeological digs funding and continuation, and medieval history gains more knowledge of the time and more facts about the humans that lived through these happenings. Working in conjunction aids these subjects as they can benefit from each other as more findings and new methods can confirm the future of both subjects finding new information for their discipline, and further finds to add to history makes more digs necessary and more researchers needed which solidifies more jobs for graduates which helps increase the intake of new students in which the future of the disciplines can continue for longer.  [9:  Oxford handbooks, discipline of archaeology, abstract. ]  [10:  N.Yoffee and S.M.Fowles, 2011, archaeology in the humanities, abstract. ] 

However, some disciplines may not be so similar, as such other courses are based off of theory and generalisation rather than fact and science. One of these subjects are philosophy, in which teaches about the theories of life and disputing history as we know it. Evolutionary theory and ‘presentism’[footnoteRef:11] disputes the accuracy of these fields of study as the question of the past being real and the origins of how humans were created is being questioned as the thought of the beginning being different to what history books say can be debated. One of the debates about the accuracy of the past is the fact of people in the past writing about the time and their own personal beliefs about the subject of the evolution of the human race, as these writings can be contested with the thought of it being fiction, a religion based story, a miss told account being transcribed or a roughly translated telling that reads wrong in a different language. I believe that these disciplines will always be at debate as the basis of these subjects are going to be questioned by both as solid proof of artifacts or theories may never be found and neither subject will be found to be better than the other as evidence of both points of view are hard to come by to dissolve the inner debates about the origins of history. Another subject than generalises the teachings of archaeology is creative writing, as a writer states certain things the accuracy of fact or fictional stories may also be disputed with philosophy, as mistakes of accurate descriptions within books can be misinterpreted from the original meanings and untrue retellings may occur. Many mythologies are retold during creative writing as certain pasts can be altered and moulded into the authors images of how their story is told without allowing for the public to be told that a work of fiction is not accurate to mythology and history if a authors note is not added to correct this mistake.  [11:  T.Nash, 2023. ] 

Ancient history and ancient civilisation are similar in teaching as most subjects within these courses are the same as the same history is being leant but from different points of view, as history is broader than civilisations. In history more about the people and what they used and everyday things are being remembered and cultures can be taught, whereas, within civilisations the foundations of these are learnt and the buildings of societies and cultures are studied and applied to other examples and the similarities or differences to other civilisations at the same time periods. Ancient history has similar dynamics to medieval and modern history as they each specialise in different time periods and continue on from each other with multiple overlaps which brings them together closer than thought as they can aid each other in understanding why things happen and what the reason was for decisions that alter and mould each time period. These teachings about each time period can also aid in the future of cultures, civilisations and behaviour, as learning about the acceptance and recognition of these different parts of the world and how they all survived with each other being apparent. This aids the future as acceptance and understanding multiple beliefs can be a positive occurrence as the knowledge that this has happened in the past questions how we wish to change, alter or continue the current peace that is diminishing daily at present, and the story behind how disputes were resolved by people back then with less knowledge of politics and economics that we have currently and the evolution of the human race taking in account of past peace between races, religions and cultures. The relationship between philosophy and creative writing is the same as with archaeology as disputes between disciplines trying to prove themselves will be infinite as a solution may never be found and will continue to separate these dissimilar subjects to the future. 
Furthermore, the relationship between archaeology and ancient history is close as they understand similar aspects of history and the movements and achievements of early humans and how they survived. In conclusion, the two disciplines work well together as knowing the methods of archaeology and ancient history allows for common knowledge to be used to solidify an evaluation of materials that have been uncovered by using both methods to corroborate conclusions. In the future both disciplines can be merged together for further education as I have as learning both sides of the field allows for more and broader understandings of everyday lives in the ancient world that we are learning more about day by day as more evidence becomes apparent. Doing joint honours such as these allows for a broader allowance for future jobs as multiple opportunities become accessible for students as jobs fluctuate, as viability and importance lingers on and spreads to more disciplines within the umbrella of the humanities. 
