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PG1A Guidance Notes for PG1 Full Research Proposal

These guidance notes should be used when completing the PG1 form which can be found on the intranet at http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/ 

	Section 1 Student Details


	
Complete all boxes 


	Section 2 Proposed Research


	Current Proposed Title:

Keep the working title to approximately 20 / 30 words.


	Background & Context (approx. 500 words)

In this section you will need to:
· Place the research topic in its historical, cultural and social context.
· Explain why the research is significant and important.
· Place the research in the current academic context.
· Provide a list of references of cited works.



	Aims and Objectives (250- 500 words approximately)

In this section you will need to:
· Explain what you want to achieve through the research.
· Outline the aims of the research.


	Proposed plan of work

In this section you will need to complete a proposed plan of your work explaining the timeline for key elements of the thesis. This can be set out as a table like below or as a gantt chart (for example)

	Action
	Writing
	Target completion date

	Deciding on research question
	Introduction
(final version)

	

	Reading background literature
	Literature review
(draft version)

	

	
Transfer to PHD if on MPhil/PhD programme
Completion of probationary period (if Mphil or Phd)


	
	Chapter 1
	

	
	Chapter 2
	

	
Data Collection


	
	Chapter 3
	

	
	Chapter 4
	

	
	Chapter 5
	

	
	Chapter 6
	

	
	Literature Review
Final version

	

	
	
Final conclusions

	

	
	
Footnotes and bibliography

	

	Proof Reading, corrections and binding of thesis




This plan should indicate that the research will be completed by the end of the fee paying period (the minimum period of candidature).


	Proposed methodology (500 words approx.):

In this section you will need to explain how you will achieve your aims and objectives:

· Explain your disciplinary orientation/ approach
· Describe the methods you will use to carry out your research: (eg  library-based research, on-line research, fieldwork (interviews/ participant-observation), analysis of visual data, combinations of these)
· Explain, stage by stage, your research planning with timeframes.


	Introductory bibliography:

In this section you should list a minimum of 30 titles that are relevant to your research. The list should be alphabetical using the referencing system appropriate to your discipline.


	Facilities and resources available for the investigation: 

In this section you should indicate:

· What facilities you will need access to including libraries, archives,  institutions, specialist IT facilities
· Whether  you have permission to access the facilities and resources
·  Whether you need to travel to access the facilities and resources – where do you need to go, for how long, and how will this be financed
· Whether you will be carrying out fieldwork or interviews and whether you have followed the correct protocols, secured permission and ethical clearance.




	Section 3 Special Issues


	Special Issues

In this section you should indicate whether there are any special aspects to the proposal that fall outside of what you have already described for example:
· If the research includes any non-written elements
· If the Research is part of a Group project
· If the Research is to be undertaken outside of the UK
· If a bar on access is being sought
· What language the thesis will be written in (Welsh or English)


	Section 4 Feedback by the supervisory team


	Feedback by the supervisory team (approx. 300 words)

The supervisory team should comment on the proposal in detail 


	Comments on the progress made so far by the supervisory team (approx. 300 – 500 words)

The supervisory team should comment in detail on the progress so far:

· Has the student started reading the relevant primary and secondary sources
· What work has been submitted so far
· Has the supervisory team been in regular contact with the student
· Has the student completed the Moodle module
· Has the supervisory team discussed training needs with the student

The supervisory team should also indicate whether they are satisfied that the work so far is sufficiently focused.
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