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FEMINISM IN TURKEY & THE HONOR KILLINGS 
Abstract

Feminist movements in Turkey are becoming bigger, fighting for gender-based violence and indemnity. The social movements that battle for the freedom of women and against customary killings are dealing with a much more deeply rooted cultural problem. Gender roles in Turkey have significantly changed over the last century compared to the Ottoman Empire, but it is still very far from what the women’s rights advocacy groups and modern women wish to achieve. Femicides in the country and the level of barbarity have been increasing. By virtue of the growing female social advocacy groups, the cases are becoming more visible to the public, which helped increase the urgency in different parts of Turkey to create shelters for women in need. The gender roles that originate from pure tradition in Turkey could be considered outdated to the modern eye, yet it holds their position even today. The authority and law around honour killings show the power of the state and the power of regulation. This is an example of Michel Foucault’s theory on sovereign power, the right to kill or to let someone live purely because they deemed it so. Foucault’s theory demonstrates how the Turkish governing body is capable of letting such a violent practice pertain by explaining that power is not regulation, but regulation is just one way how power can be practiced.
In 2011 Turkey was the first country in the world to sign a treaty to protect women against violence. President Erdogan withdrew from the Istanbul convention, enraging women across the country, losing the little legal protection the women held before. However, with social media, and the influence it can have the activists remain hopeful that attaining change is possible. Research shows that with the visual image of more women standing up, others who have been hiding their pain and struggles felt brave enough to speak up as well.
I raise the question of how authority can benefit from controlling women’s individual lives as if it was less important than of the men. This study also aims to assess the importance of feminism and women’s rights relative to individual values, applying Michel Foucault’s view on power and truth and power relations. In this context, feminism is defined as the ideology of reaching social, economic and cultural equality for women. Foucault’s notion on power and gender relations has offered different ways for feminists to look at the way in which women experience inequality and how power acts in women’s lives. Foucault’s view on feminism moves away from the traditional the more liberationist political direction. In this essay, I am unpacking the different notions on women’s roles in patriarchal Turkey. How gender roles define society’s hierarchy, assessing how this affects women both economically, culturally and individually. 
Although Michel Foucault wasn’t necessarily involved in feminist movements physically, his work and theories help understand an important phenomenon about how society operates and comprehends power relations, both between genders and the state vs the individual. The root of this issue goes back to power and truth, how the power that the state holds is overpowering the people.

