Explore and evaluate the use of Body worn Cameras in evidence based policing 
The College of Policing and academic authorities promote ‘Evidence- Based policing’ (EBP).
Lawrence Sherman (1998, pp 3-4) an experimental criminologist and police educator defined it as:
The use of the best available research on the outcomes of police work to implement guidelines and evaluate agencies, units, and officers. Put more simply, Evidence-based policing uses research to guide practice and evaluate practitioners. It uses the best evidence to shape the best practice. As a way of working it can be supported by collaboration with academics and other partners. 
He describes two processes here 
1. Use evidence to underpin and develop practice
2. Use evidence to evaluate the effectiveness of ongoing practices
Developing these principles, the College of Policing has adopted a ‘What works’ approach incorporating evidence- based policing as the cornerstone of practice. Within this approach practitioners are encouraged to create, review, and use the best available evidence to inform and challenge policies, practices, and decisions (College of Policing, 2021g, p1). 
EBP does not provide definite answer that officers and staff should apply uncritically. Police officers might learn from their day to day experiences and learn from their successes and failures practices innovative ideas for the interest of the public
To understand how EBP can support the practice is by considering the Atlas model developed by the College of Policing 2016:
· Asks the question 
· Test and critically evaluate the existing research and innovative ideas
·  Learn from existing approaches and new ideas while considering how they work in the workplace practices
· Adapt practices and policies using the best available evidence
· Share the outcomes across the service 
In simple words EBP is used to improve the actions of policing through improvement in polices, practices and decisions. EBP has become an organisational theory to tackle crime and criminality. 
EBP and Criminological theories
Criminology provides police with different theories about the nature of crime and criminal behaviour, which helps the police in numerous ways to explain the characteristics of victims and the spatial movements of criminals. 
Criminology draws upon wide range of disciplines, for example sociology, psychology, and history. Historically early criminology theories explain crime by focusing on the free will of those committing crimes. Example of this is the rational choice theory which applies a cost benefit analyses to understand the reasoning. Positivists identify biological and physiological characteristics of criminals that are distinct from the law-abiding population. This suggests that criminals are born with a propensity to commit crime. Later positivist criminology focuses more on the social environmental context that led individuals to commit crimes. For example, poor education, poor housing, bad parenting. In general, these theories help to understand the acceptance of numerous ways in which individuals' groups and communities are denied equal opportunities to live a successful life that can lead to criminal alternatives. 
So Police should be aware of social contact, victims and vulnerabilities and the pattern of criminal behaviour and actions. By putting these theories into the model of crime the policing practice use the underlying theories to prevent crime and make the community safer. These theories are:
· Rational choice theory 
·  Routine activity theory 
· Situational crime theory
· Repeat victimization theory/ pure victimization theory / near repeat victimization 
· Social learning theory/ Difference assassination 
· Behaviourist theory 
· Psychodynamic theory 
The purpose of theories is that crime can be prevented by changing the environment in which it occurs. This can be done by increasing surveillance reducing opportunities for crime, and increased risk associated with behaviour. Through records of crime these theories underpin evidential research which in turn produces interventions to fight crime.
Body worn cameras and EBP
In modern times policing is changing as crimes are changing. Technology as body worn cameras play an important part in tackling the crime.
A body worn camera is small video camera worn on the body, typically used by police officers to record police- public disorders. It aims to provide enhance evidence capture and to improve the accountability and transparency of police conduct. Body worn cameras can be attached to officers clothing, or equipment and switched-on during patrols or at the scene of an incident to record specific incidents 
The Home Secretary has highlighted BWC technology for future investment, as means to help safe police time and to improve working practices.
The various aspects of BWC and EBP
Incident-specific recording - Police officers are instructed to make specific recording of the incident. Unlimited or useless recording is not allowed. For example they should pay specific attention while screening stop and search and domestic abuse incidents
Evidential capture and use 
Police BWC does not replace traditional forms of collecting evidence such as written statements and interviews. It is used to compliment them and support them. To stress the point The College of Policing recently developed a paper calling for a strategic review of “Digital Evidence”. To ensure that there is a coordinated and consistent approach to the capture, storage and sharing of digital evidence, including BWC footage. That is how the BWC is used to develop while maintaining appropriate standards and ensuring cost effectiveness. 
The BWC are the best sources of evidence. Their reliability and validity cannot be denied. Through the evidence police force can evaluate a new way of working, tackling established problems and the chance to evaluate new interventions. As a result opportunities exist to improve efficiency and effectiveness. It will reduce harmful and wasteful impact of ineffective interventions which use up limited finances.

Two methods are used to draw evidence from BWC these are RCT (Randomised Control Trials) and pilot programmes 

RCT’s produce rigorous results by randomly allocating participants to either an intervention or a control condition. They are designed to minimise the effects of confounding factors, so that difference between the two groups can be more clearly attributed to the intervention rather than another factor. Several studies have assessed various aspects of police BWC, some of which have used a RCT design to prove that an invention is effective. For example, the Essex BWC wore trial, the impact of BWC on criminal justice outcomes of domestic abuse incidents. College of Policing, October 2014 results from a RCT found that police BWC improved the efficiency of delivering criminal justice for domestic abuse cases (via increased early police or high prosecution rates). 

Pilot programmes

Most evidence examining the BWC is derived from police pilot programmes, such pilots do not involve RCT and some lack control conditions. They rely more heavily on per and post intervention comparison. As a result, it becomes difficult to decide that changes observed are due to intervention or due to other factors.

Pilots are more likely to be tailored to the specific interest of the police force and community in question. They tend to focus on fine tuning, operational challenges and assessing the feasibility of BWC on a larger scale, rather than providing scientific evidence to support the use of technology in specific circumstances.  

Several forces have completed pilots (which lack randomisation  and control conditions) to assess the impact of BWC on policing, for example these are Isle of Wight, Hampshire Constabulary, 2013-14, Renfrewshire & Aberdeen, Scotland 2006-07, Devon & Cornwall, Plymouth, 2006-2007




Rising levels of prison violence to staff and prisoners is another big pilot programme commissioned by HMPPS
HMPPS piloted the use of BWC to investigate how their use might serve to keep staff and resident safe in the prison of England and Wales. The research team evaluated the impact of BWC on assault and use of force rates, and their relationship, safety and fair treatment and staff training and disciplinary proceedings. 
Embedding the EBP 
BWC have now been rolled out to all prisons across England and Wales with findings and recommendations included in training and process.
Strengths, weakness and Ethical limitations of body worn cameras 
Body worn cameras are intended to provide information and promote officer safety and efficiency to prevent crime and deter illegal or inappropriate conduct. However, the evidence regarding their effectiveness is mixed. BWC are intended to promote transparency and accountability in law enforcement actions and encounters with the public, building community trust and confidence in law enforcement   and legitimacy. 
With reliable video evidence to back up a case, fewer complaints against law enforcement personal are filed increasing an early guilty plea. Offenders-are made aware of video evidence made against them which has often resulted in the suspect pleading guilty to the crime and less time spent on paperwork. Officers can record interviews on video and audio, which saves a great deal of time otherwise spent on transcribing a verbal testimony 
The result from one of the largest RCT was lead by the Cambridge university institute of criminology shows a startling 93% reduction in citizen complaints against police.  
Body worn cameras have some weaknesses as well, they are as follows:
Privacy issues- Body worn cameras can be intrusive and may infringe on the privacy of a member of public who are unaware they are being recorded. Additional footage collected by these cameras may be used in evidence which could be seen as a violation of privacy
Expense – The cost of deploying body cameras can be expensive if the evidence created from the cameras are not processed and used properly 
Technical issues – Body worn cameras can malfunction or be damaged which could let to important evidence being lost. Best particle is to place the BWC into the dock after each shift, so it is securely transferred to the database 
Data storage– storing and managing the large amount of data collected by BWC can be a challenge. This data must be securely stored and should be backed up 
Another weakness of the BWC- some important danger queues cannot be recorded. Camera speed of life differs from the speed of life. A camera may see better in low light and one's body may block the view as well. A camera record in 2D. The absence of sophisticated time- stamping may prove critical.
Code of ethics: 
As a police officer the code of ethics provides limitation on the role of Police officer. The code of ethics was introduced by the College of Policing in July 2014 as a code of practice under s 39A (5) of the police act 1996. The code of ethics is central to the professionalization of the police service and police practise. The ten standards of professional behaviour are the minimum standards that both trainee and confirmed police officers must maintain (listed 2014). They are as follows: - 
1. Honesty and integrity 
2.  Authority, respect, and courtesy 
3. Equality and diversity
4.  Use of Force 
5. Orders and instructions 
6. Duties and responsibilities 
7. Confidentiality 
8. Fitness for duty 
9. Discreditable conduct 
10.  Challenging and reporting improper conduct 
The code of ethics is important for all police officers. Authority of the police will be under minded without the high ethical standards. Police officers' personal actions and their own rules of moral behaviour need to comply with the law of ethics in policing. Diversity training is another rule of ethics which one should follow carefully. 
They must practice these ethical rules and it should be reflected in decision making. Ethical decision making in policing is informed by the national decision model (NDM). The model consists of serval elements, with the code of ethics being central for example in a fast-moving incident; the police service recognises that it may not always be possible to segregate thinking or response according to each phase of the model. In such cases the main priority of decision makers is to keep in mind their overarching mission to act with integrity to protect and serve the public. The potential benefits and harms must be considered, and it must be recognised that harm can never be totally prevented.
Stop and Search as an activity 
I have used the PACE Code A, Para 1.1 of practice in stop and search
The camera will start at the begin when I asked him to stop. Now first of all I will explain my purpose that I have detained him under section 23 of the Misuse of Drugs Act since 2015. Now first of all I will ask the person politely the following questions: 
· what’s your name 
· what’s your age 
· what are you doing in the area
· where are you going 
Before I start searching the person I will tell him the following questions:
· My name and Police station and my ID number 
· My purpose of searching i.e. Drugs
· The reason I want to search your suspicious behaviour 
After the search I will explain to him that you can have a copy of the record from the station.
During all this time I have been very polite and I have given him the right information. 
He did not having anything in his passion in the circumstances I let him go but the investigation will be followed up. 



Evaluation
The research published by Cambridge University in 2016 showed the ability to cut complaints against the police. According to the BBC £3 million pounds have been spent on BWC. Politicians now openly advocate for it. In the UK BWC are more prevalent than ever.
However an E&T investigation reopened case files and brought to light a more nuanced picture. Further research is needed to make the connection between the reduction in complaints and use of BWC. Experts’ saying it is a waste of money if the police are not processing the footage. Transparency and trust between the public and the police forces are still at stake. The main concern is the lack of statistics of how many complaints are received regarding officers wearing BWC.
Evidence and capture 
The Met’s BWC trail from 2014 suggests the use of cameras reduce the number of allegations made against the police officers. But it does not explain the change in behaviour by officers and citizens and it is difficult to prove the difference between legitimate and in legitimate complaints, these issues hamper data driven research. 
The effective use of technology by police force is not adequate Essex police was unable to tell how many complaints were made because they have not got a system which can give the information. They spent £1 million on buying cameras since 2016 but they have not got the right system to pass on the right information. 
The main value of the BWC cameras is improving the accountability around the police misconduct. In reality there is no data to support their claims. The police use BWC to prove their side in the court but citizens can not represent their side with the help of footage from BWC.
The other part of the research led by the University of Cambridge show that there is some evidence the BWC have either increased or reduce crime. Overall they have not had a statically significant effect on the crime.
It is very clear BWC has a long way to go. Specialized training for the police officers is prime necessity  
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