Introduction:
NRSV Bible would be used throughout to interpret Genesis 22 verse-by-verse. Some of the verses would be fused together. The main ethical issue and the subject matter of the entire text would be summarised in the conclusion. 

Genesis 22:1 
James 1:13 states: "No one, when tempted, should say, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil and he himself tempts no one." With reference to James 1:13, it can be pointed out the intention of God calling Abraham was not evil as He does not "tempt" His children. Other Bible versions, including NRSV, NIV, and NKJV, used the word "test or approve" (Gen. 22: 1) to describe God's true intentions when He called Abraham, rather than the word "tempt" used by KJV, AKJV, and others (Bible Logos Software, 2021; Bible Study Tool, 2021; Bible Gateway, 2021). God tests His servants to approve their faith (cf. Jm. 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:6-7; Ex. 16:4; Ex. 20:20; Dt. 8:16; Dt. 33:8).
Genesis 22:1 - 3
According to Reyburn and Fry (1998), the "only son "(cf. Gen.22:2), used in the Hebrew text, means "value" but not as in "numbers" as Abraham's elder son was Ishmael, whose mother was Hagar (cf. Gen. 16:11-16; Gen.17:17-19). The "value" here implies Isaac was the one by which God's covenant would be fulfilled (cf. Gen. 17:21). God's request to sacrifice Isaac on Mount Moriah contradicted what God warned the Israelites not to use their children as sacrifices to their gods, as God never advocated such practices (cf. Duet. 12:31; Lev. 18:21). This request from God appeared confusing, because Isaac's death would mean an end to the Abrahamic covenant God promised to increase his descendants (Gen. 12: 2). Abraham, however, obeyed God’s command without hesitation or questioning God (Gen. 22: 3).
Genesis 22:4-8
Abraham told his two servants to stay behind and assured them he would return with Isaac. This text indicated Abraham believed Isaac would return somehow (Gen: 22: 5). When they were going, Abraham laid the wood for the burnt offering on Isaac. Although the Hebrew Bible does not clearly state how Isaac carried the wood, Isaac would probably have carried it either on his back, shoulder or head (Reyburn and Fry, 1998). As they were going, Isaac prompted Abraham that the lamb for the offering was missing (Gen. 22:7) and "Abraham said, "God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." (Gen. 22:8). Abraham meant that the lamb Isaac was asking it was missing, was something only God and no other person could provide (Reyburn and Fry, 1998). 
The fact that Abraham was ready to take the life of his only son was beyond comprehension. The book of Hebrew points out that Abraham “considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone from the dead—and figuratively speaking, he did receive him back" (Heb. 11:19). 
Genesis 22:9-12
It would have been a challenge for Abraham to pass the test if he hadn't obeyed God's commands. Abraham could not have gone through the trial if Isaac had not been equally submissive to his father's command, because Isaac was young and in his twenties and could not have been forced to submit to the sacrifice.  The test therefore required great faith from Abraham and Isaac (Jamieson and Fausset and Brown 1997).
Genesis 22:10-13
According to Jamieson and Fausset and Brown (1997), the angel had to call off the sacrifice as Abraham had wanted to slay his son. At that time Abraham's intentions and faith were fully and sincerely confirmed (cf. Jm 2:21). God himself provided for the lamb; the grace of God and His foreshadowed purpose was revealed to Abraham at Mount Moriah. Jesus Christ referred to this scenic representation and how Abraham was glad to see this revelation - "Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day; he saw it and was glad" (cf. Jn. 8:56).

According to Dunn (2003), Mount Moriah was the place God told Abraham to go and make the sacrifice, and this was the same place Solomon built the temple of Yahweh (cf. 2 Chr 3:1), where God appeared to Solomon's father. Isaac’s sacrifice was a typology of Jesus' death (cf. Jhn. 3:16; Rom. 8:31–32; 1Pt. 1:19–20).



Genesis 22:14-15
After God provided a sacrificial lamb in place of Isaac, Abraham, in response, named the place "yhwy yir'eh" which means "Yahweh will see" (Barry et al. 2012) or as explained further by Reyburn and Fry (1998) that "the Lord will provide." This is a mission of salvation that only God himself can fulfil (Reyburn and Fry, 1998).

Genesis 22:16 - 19
God was impressed when Abraham passed the trial. God ultimately confirmed His promises in an oath, a powerful declaration to commit to the Abrahamic covenant and sworn (Gen. 22:16). However, Reyburn and Fry (1998) assert that God would unlikely swear on himself as the word used in this text is highly unusual. "I have promised" or "I have declared" or "I have solemnly said" might have been the most appropriate word to have used in this text. It is worth noting that God made this oath in response to Abraham's obedience to obey God's commandments as directed. (Reyburn and Fry, 1998). 
Genesis 22:20-24
The descendants of Nahor (Abraham’s brother), tracing to the 12 tribes of Israel listed (Skinner, 1910), of which Rebekah (Bethuel’s daughter) is introduced here who would be Isaac’s wife, the mother of Jacob (Dunn, 2003).
Conclusion:
There are ethical issues regarding God's disturbing request for human sacrifice (Gen. 22:1) and the rationale to use such means to test Abraham when He is against such practices (Duet. 12:31).

The subject matter of the entire text is God testing Abraham’s faithfulness, affirming the Abrahamic covenant and God’s foreshadowing mission of salvation on the cross (cf: Jn. 8:56). 

However, while God provided a lamb as a temporal substitute for Isaac, God still demanded the blood of His Son on the cross to save humanity, and this raises troubling questions. 
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