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Is Landscape a Social Construct, What Landscape means to people who interact with them and why does Landscape matter.

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Landscape can mean many meanings depending on the people who interact with them as place or landscape can be a complicated concept. Landscape by definition means all the visible features of an area of land specifically land that has been created through geology such as hills, mountains, rivers etc and man-made structures such as buildings, structures and agricultural land etc. This form of landscape can have different meanings for different people specifically a sense of place. Landscape can sometimes mean place and by doing so landscape has many definitions within different people. “The word place hides many differences. One confusing aspect of the genealogy of place is that place stands for both an object” such as how a geographer would look at it and “stands as a way of looking” (Cresswell, 2008). “Place, in whatever guise, is like space and time, a social construct. This is the baseline proposition from which I start. The only interesting question that can then be asked is: by what social processes is place constructed” (Harvey 1996). The purpose of this essay is to research the meaning of landscape and what it means for those that live within the landscape through culture, people sense of belonging and the geology of the landscape. There is plenty of arguments describing whether landscape is a social construct and through this essay examines and evaluate these claims and draw arguments from both sides of whether landscape is a social construct or whether the physical form of the geology of the landscape is the only form of landscape which will then draw to a conclusion determining the outcome from both views.
Is Landscape a Social Construct
[bookmark: _Hlk531696129]Landscape is often questioned whether it is a social construct. Various literature reviews and articles look at the social construction of landscape and a sense of place. Kyle and Chick, (2007) article on The Social Construction of a Sense of Place focusses on the “social constructivist orientation employed to understand the meanings people associate with physical landscapes and the need for further inquiry in the context of leisure.” (Kyle and Chick, 2007) and to explore “the meanings recreationists tenting at an agricultural fair associated with the settings in which their fair experience occurred.” (Kyle and Chick, 2007). Their findings found that “symbolic interactionist interpretive framework, illustrated that the meanings informants associated with the settings encapsulating their fair experience were social constructions largely independent of the physical qualities embodied in the setting.” (Kyle and Chick, 2007). The results were gathered through semi-structured in-depth interviews and personal notes, they gathered the information by asking people who have associated with the fair for at least 10years. Furthermore, the conclusion of the research found that “for the informants, the meanings tied to place were ground in memory, experience and social relations. Less signiﬁcant were the physical attributes that comprised the settings” (Kyle and Chick, 2007). Further research has found that most people find landscape as a social interaction than the physical attributes of the landscape there are in. Research by Buijs, Pedroli and Luginbühl, (2006) looking at hiking through farmland to farming in a leisure landscape whether it changes the perceptions of the European landscape. They found “that images of nature vary considerably between for example farmers, urban residents, hunters and conservationists.” Which they further clarify that “The way people perceive landscape seems determined by their functional ties with the landscape and the social praxis in which they encounter the landscape” (Buijs, Pedroli and Luginbühl, 2006). Furthermore, farmers who live in a landscape gradually “adapted to an economical way of working the natural resources, rather than adopting aesthetical or ethical ways of looking.” (Buijs, Pedroli and Luginbühl, 2006) meaning that whereas a tourist who has come to the landscape for leisure would see the landscape differently most notable by the aesthetics of the landscape. However, David Harvey (1991) claims that landscape or place is both a physical reality and a social construct. Research done by Basso (1984) talks about how the cultural narratives of non-western areas can define a landscape. Basso’s work find’s that “the physical landscape in which the Apache live is also a social landscape constructed through generations of moral stories” (Basso 1984). This statement shows then that landscapes with historical backgrounds which are further explained through stories provide a landscape with more meaning. However, it shows that landscape it often told through social construct than the physical attributes of the landscape. For example, legends are told to provide insight and provide more detail to a landscape. As “many local narratives work to define a place as a particular kind of community, with a distinct history and value system. In addition, there are hundreds of places that have come to be marked out in narratives that define not a whole community, or an ethnicity, but a different kind of peer group” (Bird, 2002). Furthermore, through these legends and stories it helps share the culture that the physical aspects of a landscape. Through stories, “people continue to make aesthetic and moral sense of places, at the same time endowing these places with a sense of their own cultural identities.” (Bird, 2002). For many a home is a sense of place, a landscape in which people feel a sense of attachment and familiarity. Cresswell (2008) book on Place: A short introduction explains that home is a place of rest where a person can disconnect from the stresses of day to day life and gain control over what happens within the home. Cresswell (2008) book further explains that a home acts as a kind of metaphor for place and further states that home is a primal space that acts as a first world which then frames our understandings of all the spaces outside. Furthermore, “home is a particularly privileged kind of place that frames the way people go on to think about the wider universe.” (Cresswell 2008). The idea of place as a social construct is to say that “it is not natural and given that human forces made a place then human forces can equally importantly undo it” (Cresswell 2008). Cresswell book gives an example that if New York’s Lower East Side is a social construct, that’s means the place for example has come out of a “social milieu dominated by Western cultural values and the forces of capitalism” and that is has been produced through media, politicians and the people who live there. The book by Cresswell however states that the meaning has little doubt that it comes from society and that to mention that place is socially constructed that the materiality or object of a place is a “product of society” as the area of New York’s Lowest East Side, the parks, building, trees, roads and even the community gardens which are not natural to the area that the place is anything other than a social construct. However, Sack talks about how place’s role in the human worlds run deeper and this it is a force that cannot be reduce to the social, the natural or the cultural and that it is a phenomenon that brings the worlds together and produce them (Sack 1997). Furthermore, a Philosopher named J.E. Malpas (1999) mentions that “social does not exist prior to place nor is it given expression except in and through place and through spatialised temporalized ordering. It is within the structure of place that the very possibility of the social arises.” (Malpas 1999). Malpas and sack argue that people cannot construct anything without being first in place and that place “is a primary to the construction of meaning and society.” (Cresswell 2008). Furthermore, some things for example are gravity, planet Earth, life and death, trees, mountains etc are by meanings have been socially constructed however the examples themselves are there whether we construct them or not. Both Malpas and Sack agree on is that specific places are products of society and culture but clarify that place in a general sense is that society itself is inconceivable without place and that the social and the cultural is geographically constructed.
Therefore, many geographers, scientist and similar researchers find that landscape is a realistic object that can be interacted and seen. Cresswell, (2008) book on Place: A short introduction mentions that throughout human geography before the 1960s it was devoted to specifying and describing the differences between the areas of the Earths surface. Furthermore, the regional geography which is used to describe different counties, countries or continents for example the UK and Ireland which comes under a scientific name. Regional geographers then decided to characterize a region by starting with bedrock, soil type, climate and culture. Therefore, this type of practice was called chorology. Cresswell, (2008) book mentions that chorology refers to the study of regions/places and that the origins of chorology dates back to the Greek geographer Strabo in the first century AD. He described chorology as a description of the parts of the Earth. An article by Marc Antrop on Geography and Landscape Science states that “The landscape became the common framework for regional geography, historical geography, landscape ecology, as well as more applied research in land classification and evaluation for planning purposes.” (Antrop, 2000). Since after the 1960s and in many countries the geographical curriculum was restructured and resulted in a split between physical geography and social geography Antrop, (2000).  Antrop, (2000) argues that landscape and land are two different concepts. Antrop mentions that landscape refers to a common perceivable part of the Earth’s surface while land has to do with soil, ground and territory. Furthermore, geodiversity which in an area that is “defined as its “natural range (diversity) of geological (rocks, minerals, fossils), geomorphological (landforms, physical processes) and soil features” (Melelli et al., 2017). Geologist refer landscape as a physical form which looks at the geodiversity of a land. As of today, geology and geodiversity researchers and scientists have gained more popularity due to a focus on climate change and the impact of the environment Booth and Brayson, (2011). An example of how a geologist sees a landscape is written in an article looking at the geology, landscape and geodiversity of the Isle of Wight, the article examines landscape through the geology of the land which describes the Isle of Wight which comprises of several areas which are discussed. The article mentions that “the majority of the central part of the island is characterised by the Lower Cretaceous Wolds.” (Booth and Brayson, 2011) and that the “Landscapes of this domain are defined by low-lying, gently undulating topography dominated by arable farmland interspersed with pasture.” (Booth and Brayson, 2011). Maps and other forms of information that describe the landscape as a physical object. Booth and Brayson, (2011) mentions how the geology and detailed representation of the Isle of Wight on a geological map provides essential scientific information which supposedly helps the society and economy and can provide the ability to sustain the needs for the future. However, a map is created by people to understand the geological landscape that they are within. To further gain information about a landscape Cresswell (2008) book further explains that through history it is possible to see three levels in which landscape is approached. These three approaches are:
1. A descriptive approach to landscape. This kind of approach looks at the world being a set of landscapes each of which can be studies as a unique and particular entity. This approach is used mainly by regional geographers.
2. The second approach is the social constructed view of landscape. This approach is still interested in the particularity of places but only under the general underlying social processes. 
3. The final a third approach to landscape is the phenomenological approach. This approach isn’t interested in the unique attributes to particular landscapes and not interested in the social aspect of landscape but seeks to define the essence of human existence as one that is necessarily and importantly “in place”.
Conclusion
There have been many researches into whether landscape is a social construct and from the research there is plenty of evidence saying that landscape is a social concept and very few arguing against it. However, the evidence that argues against landscape being a social construct acknowledge that specific places and locations are products of society and culture and further explains that in general terms landscape is seen a geographically constructed. Through my experience I see landscape as both a social construct and geographic construct. Landscape is important among the people and the geographic landscape as without the geographic landscape the social aspect of the landscape would cease to exit and vice versa. As through the research it clearly shows a strong indication that landscape is a social construct, but from the evidence it also shows that the geographic landscape exists within the social construct. There’s however still landscape seems to be undecisive on whether landscape is truly a social construct or that the geology of the landscape which defines it. From the research many types of people such as regional geographer, humanist and radical geographers. Regional geographers talk about landscapes as discrete areas of land with their own way of life whiles humanist refer landscape a s a fundamental way of being in the world and that radical geographers investigate the way landscape are constructed as reflections of power. From the evidence the culture, the people and the geology heavily influence how a landscape is created and from the final quote from Cresswell book is that place is a construction of humanity but a necessary one as “human life is impossible to conceive of without” and that in “other words there was no place before there was humanity but once we came into existence then place did to” (Cresswell 2008).
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