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Hi, I'm Cath Griffiths and I've been working at the university since 2001, and I'm based in Academic Services as part of the Go Global team. Hannah Clayton is the International Mobility Officer and Hannah joined in 2023. UW TSD recognizes the importance of international exchange at the university, but developing global citizens is key for us. So we have a range of opportunities for our staff and our students internationally. As a team, we develop and manage global partnerships. We provide support for staff and students going on overseas activities, and we apply and manage Turing schemes.
The opportunities that we can give our students currently include the semester abroad, which has been running for many years. Any program that has an international mobility opportunity validated within their program allows students to go on a semester abroad if they meet all the entry criteria and apply through us. We have internships embedded in some programs, but there are internship opportunities within the summer open to students on all programs, undergraduate and postgraduate. We are also developing more and more volunteering opportunities. In recent years, through the availability of Turing funding, we've had faculty-led group trips. Up until this academic year, they've been a minimum of two weeks, but now through the Turing scheme in 2025, we're going to be able to apply for one-week visits abroad, but they have to be within the EU.
The semester abroad program has been the most long-standing program within the university. Since 2001, we've been sending students for a full semester abroad, and the credit that they receive from that overseas institution has been brought back here. Within their degree, they get credit for going abroad. We have developed an international module, the International Mobility Opportunity. Generally, students go in the second semester of their second year, except for a couple of programs, such as the BA Acting students, who tend to go to either Fullerton or UNC Greensboro, and BA Design students, theater design students. They also go in semester one of level six. Students must complete the full 60 credits overseas. They also have to do an additional presentation and assignment upon their return to UW TSD. We develop, in conjunction with the student and the academic department, a learning agreement.
Just to give a little overview of the partnerships that we have throughout the globe. We have long-standing partnerships in the USA and in Canada, also in Asia, Europe, the Nordic countries in particular, which have been really popular. More recently, we've developed a link in Australia. In the USA, we've got some really good long-standing partnerships. The first of those listed is with Cal State University in Fullerton. Primarily, it began as a link within the theater program, and that program has been running since 2001. We also have a link with the University of Rio Grande, our second longest. They actually have a Center for Welsh Studies in southeastern Ohio, which is really important for the Welsh-American links. The University of North Carolina at Greensboro is a large university of about 25,000 students with a really good international support program. Cal State Long Beach is a fairly new link. Saint Michael's College in Vermont has been sending students here on summer programs for a number of years within sustainability. Recently, we've opened that out to exchange students. Southern Utah University is another fairly new exchange link in the US.
We've got some excellent links in Canada. The first of those being Douglas College, based in Vancouver. We've had students for many years that come over and complete their degree with us from Douglas College. Also, students on short-term field programs. More recently, we've been sending students and receiving students in exchange as well. Thompson Rivers University in BC and Camosun College. We've developed those exchange and degree completion programs. Fairly new links of ours include MacEwan University in Edmonton, Bishop's University in Quebec, and Lakehead University in Ontario.
In Asia, we have the long-standing joint partnership with the University of Malaya and the University of Wales and UMW International University of Malaya-Wales. We also have a long-standing link with United International College and Hong Kong Baptist University, and more recently, a new link in Tokyo. In Europe, our most longstanding link has been within the Faculty of Humanities, but more recently, the Institute for Humanities and Education at the University of Bologna. We have a link in Paris with ISEP, which sends students over to the computing program in Swansea. We take groups of students from Swansea to Paris on a short-term program. Most recently, the Catholic University of Murcia has a number of programs taught in English within the Institute of IMH. The Nordic countries have been really popular, particularly with the University of South-Eastern Norway. For around 17 years, we've been sending students from the outdoor education program out there. A longstanding link with Swansea College of Art has been Oslo Metropolitan University. Our most recent links are with Vivaldi University College with Media and Film and Copenhagen Business School, which offers a summer program for business students across any of our campuses.
A fairly new one has been in Australia at the Australian College of Physical Education. Working abroad opportunities are available to all students on any of our undergraduate and postgraduate programs. There are private companies that we're really getting to grips with what they're offering, particularly internships linked to students' courses. We're working closely with Absolute Internships and Think Pacific to offer really valuable programs. The generic ones that we can offer students funding for include BUNAC, Camp America, Camp Canada, and Challenges Abroad.
What's been really good to offer opportunities to students from a widening participation background has been the group-led trips. These are a really safe, positive way for students to have that international opportunity but link it directly back to their curriculum. These have been led by academic staff, and we're hoping to develop many more of these. Just an overview of a few of the past trips includes Rio Grande, Aspen, Colorado, Paris, and Vancouver.
We can offer students both Turing and Turing funding. Turing is the Welsh Government replacement for Erasmus. What's good about Turing is it also offers staff and students the opportunity to go on overseas visits. Thirty percent of our funding is for incoming students as well, so it's a fully reciprocal program. Turing funding is available to all students on the Welsh campuses, but Turing funding is the only funding available to those on the London and Birmingham campuses. Students from a widening participation background qualify for additional financial support, but it's important to note that it only partially covers their visits abroad and doesn't cover all expenses. Just an overview of the students we sent out over the last year. As you can see, more students are going on group trips rather than the individual semester abroad. We're hoping now to send more and more students on the full semester abroad, as we used to. In terms of inbound students, there have been 157 students, lots on summer and group trips coming in. The majority of our students come from UMW, the USA, or the link in Paris. A total of 215 outbound and inbound students.
I know you're all fully aware of the benefits of studying and working abroad. The employability and career advantages, personal growth, being immersed in a community overseas, and developing those language skills. The cultural exposure, academic enrichment, and also the personal growth through the psychological and emotional benefits that everybody would have. Here's a link to all our resources. We've got information on the main website for applicants, but more in-depth information for students who are currently with us is on the student intranet. The staff intranet has all of our forms, an outline of the module learning agreement, all the health and safety information, and links to all of our partner institutions as well. Here are our contacts. We have a generic email address, Go Global, and then mine and Hannah's contacts.

