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Biological Seminar: Dopamine Theory of Schizophrenia 

Using information from the following sources, complete the following worksheet:  

 “Biopsychology of psychiatric disorders” lecture  

 Chapter 18 of the Biopsychology book by Pinel  

 Links to reading on module moodle page 

 

1. Provide a detailed account of the dopamine theory of schizophrenia - with backing from 

relevant references. 
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2. Provide a detailed account of the revision to the dopamine theory of schizophrenia that 

took into account selective binding to D2 receptors - with backing from relevant 

references. 
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3. Discuss the four main limitations of the dopamine theory of schizophrenia. You must 

provide appropriate citations and examples of empirical research. 

 

a) Receptors other than D2 are involved in schizophrenia: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) It takes weeks of neuroleptic therapy to alleviate symptoms: 
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c) Schizophrenia is associated with widespread brain damage: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d) Neuroleptics are only marginally effective: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


