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	STUDENT ID No.: 2117990

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Has the media representation of high profile Taser related fatalities adversely affected police confidence in Taser as an effective response to potentially violent and unpredictable individuals?

INTRODUCTION:
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2019 the Westminster Government launched an initiative to significantly increase the number of police officers Taser trained and equipped in response to a rise in knife crime. (Marsh, Dodd, Grierson, 2019).  Police Federation England and Wales (PFEW) – research carried out in 2019 found that 89% of officers polled stated they would want to routinely carry a Taser, after appropriate training, and 97% of officers supported their colleagues being Taser trained. A concurrent Mori poll of the general public showed 73% of persons polled supported officers being Taser trained. (PFEW, 2023). The number of Taser trained officers in Gwent Police has risen exponentially, from 73 in 2018 to 284 in 2021. (Gwent Police, 2023 b). In contrast, however, as early as 2016 Amnesty International called for a robust parliamentary enquiry into the police deployment of Tasers, following several high profile fatalities, such as the case of Dalian Atkinson and Jordon Begley. (Amnesty International, 2016). While proven officer misconduct should never be tolerated, and all incidents involving the police resulting in either fatalities or serious injury are investigated by the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC), officers have been prosecuted and found not guilty for incidents involving Taser fatalities or serious injury. (IOPC 2023).  
For example, in 2018 PC Claire Boddie was tried and found not guilty of assault after she Tasered Judah Adunbi, a former race relations advisor with Avon and Somerset Police. Despite being cleared by the court PC Boddie then faced an investigation for gross misconduct by the IOPC. (BBC News, 2018, a,). PC Boddie was consequently cleared by the IOPC but in addition to both the court case and misconduct hearings she faced an “entirely negative” press coverage. (BBC News, 2018, b.). The Avon and Somerset Police Crime Commissioner stated in his Scrutiny of Police Powers Panel report 2018, that “In order to build and maintain trust, we welcome public scrutiny. That’s why we’re committed to being as open and transparent as possible…” (Avon & Somerset Crime Commissioner, 2018, p.9).
I would argue that the desire for legitimacy and transparency, underpinning the principle of policing by consent, may have taken precedence over officer’s wellbeing, and the resultant stress they would experience in the investigative process, especially the “trial by media”. This potentially, may dissuade some officers from becoming Taser trained. The purpose of this dissertation is to investigate this possibility by gathering the perceptions of serving Gwent Police officers.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
Aims and Objectives –
1. To define the term Taser and explain its purpose. To outline the current positive and negative positions on its use.
2. To obtain the perceptions of current serving police officers in Gwent Police, and compare the perceptions of Taser trained officers against non-Taser trained officers.
3. To critically analyse the findings of the primary research obtained to determine if the media representation of Taser related fatalities is impacting upon the confidence of officers in Taser as an effective response to potentially violent and unpredictable individuals.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/about/our-priorities/taser-statistics/ Definition of Taser and description of usage.

https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7701/CBP-7701.pdf House of Commons, history of Taser, how police can use it, controversies over use.

https://emj.bmj.com/content/21/2/136 British Medical Journal - effects of Taser on human body.

https://www.college.police.uk/app/armed-policing/conducted-energy-devices-taser Definition of Taser and description of usage.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jun/20/met-to-increase-number-of-officers-with-taser-electronic-weapons MET increasing Taser trained officers. 

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/police-taser-policy-reviewed-light-14491590 Increase in Taser trained officers is a response to knife crime. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/16/timeline-of-taser-controversies-in-the-uk Positive and negative positions of Taser usage. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VkblU6wMdOw South Wales Police Crime Commissioner advocates Taser as a preventative.  

https://www.polfed.org/our-work/operational-policing/taser/  Police Federation view, pro Taser, acts as a violence de-escalator.
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/uk-tasers-inquiry-urgently-needed  Amnesty International call for restraint on Taser, disproportionate use on ethnic minorities, concerns over use on those with mental health difficulties.

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/sep/27/police-in-england-and-wales-to-be-given-more-tasers-in-10m-rollout#:~:text=Any%20frontline%20officer%20will%20be,such%20a%20policy%20carries%20dangers. Government calls for increase in Taser trained officers as a response to rise in knife crime.

https://www.gwent.police.uk/foi-ai/gwent-police/disclosure2/2022/04---april/202225034---declarable-associations-taser-training-and-chis/  Gwent Police increase Taser trained officers.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-44173326 Case of PC Boddie, tried following Taser deployment.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-45420377 Avon & Somerset Police Crime Commissioner’s response to trial of PC Boddie.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-66906201 Met officers hand in firearms permits over concerns officers will face prosecution despite following rules and regulations on use.

https://www.proquest.com/docview/1505321165?pq-origsite=primo Effects of Taser usage on community relations. 

https://www.proquest.com/docview/1777829846?parentSessionId=svH4cCp6PuDS8g0%2Bp8UtH41Jj%2BK5KLsOGwxsxzuRzF4%3D&pq-origsite=primo&accountid=130472 Health risks of being Tasered.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
In gathering perceptions of serving officers I propose using a survey. I consider this will be the most effective method to gather perceptions from a wider demographic within Gwent Police. The survey will consist of a mixture of open ended and closed questions to gather both qualitative and quantitative data. I propose disseminating this questionnaire interactively using an online survey tool.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I propose taking sample perceptions from serving police officers within Gwent Police. For comparative purposes I will sample both Taser and non-Taser trained officers. The perceptions and experiences of officers within different roles within the Force will be sought, to facilitate a broad perspective. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Possibly, if the questionnaire was answered by officers who had experienced an adverse Taser incident, it may trigger difficult memories and cause a detrimental effect upon their wellbeing.

	TIME SCALE:
Proposal & Ethics form by 27/11/23.
Literature Review by 5/2/24.
Research Methodology by 18/3/23.
Analysis of Results by 6/5/24.
Conclusion and Recommendations by 10/6/24.
Final Submission by 8/7/24.
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