Conference Proposal

Aim:

For my Conference Proposal I have chosen the subject area of “What is the oldest religion as we know religion to be today” for religious studies.

Goals:

To find out what is the oldest religion in the world with our current knowledge of what we know of modern day religion using the author Eileen Barker as a source as to what is religion, then making the modern day comparison with that of the earliest form of monotheism and polytheism or other thereof using the latest scholarly evidence.

Likely Outcome:

To have a clear definition of what the beliefs of the oldest religion is in the world bearing in mind we have little information on the subject but just enough to make an educated guess.

Key Themes:

What we know about the topic is religion as we know is derived from modern say Mesopotamia in ancient Iraq with Mesopotamian civilization Seven thousand years ago, which is one of the oldest alleged civilizations that we are currently aware of. Which was a polytheistic civilization with the Sumerian gods called the Anunnaki
. The oldest religious texts in the world even older than the pyramid texts is from Babylonian religion found on a cylinder according to John Peters
. Another hypothesis is that the origins of monotheism come from ancient Egypt with the pharaoh Akhenaten starting a new religion worshipping the “atum” and inspired the modern day Moses story in the Bible with the creation of alleged monotheism which was a form of Henotheism which was later adapted as monotheism with the rise of Monotheistic Judaism, though this is subject to debate amongst scholars
. There is current academic debate was whether or not the worship of the “atum” was strictly a henotheistic religion or monotheistic or a modaltry religion
. Also another academic debate is whether or not pharaoh Akhenaten was Moses from the Bible which is a deeply talked about subject in scholarship
. Which are some alleged well researched ideas on the origins monotheistic and polytheistic ideas. Another idea that can be proposed is what is the meaning of religion in a modern perspective before we can make a foundation of what is the earliest religion that modern archaeology has found out about. According to Maringer 1956, It was stone age man gave rise to the invention of religion but he did not believe unlike his successors that religion developed 7 million years ago
. Also ethnographical surveys are used to postulate what may have been the religious beliefs of early hominids but there is no agreed upon research guidelines to be used to analyse what the beliefs of early hominids was
. According to Mircea Eliade 1978, the beliefs of early Palaeolithic people resembled that of the beliefs of early aborigines and people living amongst the arctic circle
. They practised religious rites before hunting and buried in their dead in a manner that they might have believed in a life after death
.
Some examples of sources I would use, I could talk about animism being one of the original religions which is talked about by Tylor 1871 who has done plenty of research into traits of past societies believing in Animism
, According to Bering 2006, the belief in the afterlife is one of the oldest found beliefs in regards to religion though this is a form of supernaturalism rather than an original religion
. According to Winkelman 1900, Shamanism is one of the oldest belief systems in the world which originally came from Russia
. But one of the oldest belief systems or religions which has extensive research is ancestor worship which is talked about originally by Spencer 1870, then by Sheils 1975, then by Steadman in 1996 then by Swanson in 1960
. These are some examples of sources I would use 

Things we do not know about the subject is what is the earliest civilization that we know of because science is constantly pushing back the time frame of where the earliest civilization is in the world so we can find out the earliest belief systems of that society. How we will I find this out; I will use the lastest academia as to where the earliest civilization realistically in modern scholarship is as to find out what the most possible earliest religion is to compare that to modern religion; which is our mode of measuring what a religion is. The subject of Akhenaten starting modern day monotheism is a researched but; not thoroughly researched subject.  Also the topic of the religion of early hominds is not a well researched at all subject however scholars do have a good idea of what stone age man's beliefs but academia on the subject is constantly changing.

I would engage with my audience by asking for a show of hands on what the earliest religion is in the world and comparing that with survey data, then showing them what academia in the research world is now saying what is the earliest religion in the world. I would ask people to write down their questions before the seminar and answer them at the end of the seminar. To engage with the audience I would ask questions to make sure that I was actively engaging them.  I would give out hand outs as a quiz to see what the audience knew about the subject and to fill it in before the seminar and during the seminar.

Methods of research I would use include mainly qualitative research methods to examine scholarship to find out information concerning the development of religion across different societies and time frames to pin point the most earliest civilization that practised religion which is similar in appearance to that of modern day religion. I would use a qualitative research to do a survey to people asking them what they think is the earliest form of Religion in the world in a local community of where the seminar was going to take place in order to ascertain what people know about the subject before hand.
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