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INTRODUCTION:
Nowadays, a lot of things we used to do with a paper and a pen became digital thanks to the evolution of our technology and as we can see even teaching has been using the network tools available to both of students and teachers. 
This report is going to analyse Virtual Learning Environment impact, known as VLE, on students’ academic experience. More specifically, this assignment is going to focus on a platform named Moodle used by the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davies to send teaching material to the students without having to have the whole class at the university itself on a specific day making teachers’ job a lot easier since this system allows them to communicate with students that could not show up for the lesson. The advantages of this platform goes actually both ways, in fact using Moodle students can access the lessons material at any time without the need of waiting the next lesson to ask the teacher a question regarding the previous lesson, allowing them to go on studying without any type interruption.
Literature review:
In 2018, professor Martelloni stated that Virtual Learning Environment does not only help improving the digital skills of the students and its quality, but it is also used to develop the awareness regarding the importance of the role it is covering among all the users that interact with this platform every single day creating a community.
This virtual community is basically a group the students who are getting in touch with each other via internet almost everyday with the common aim of learning and exploring as much as possible through the unlimited sources we all can access to on all the online platforms. As Ahmad et al said in 2019, this online communities are going to replace the “face to face” communication  we can find nowadays between students and teachers due to the efficiency that is behind Virtual Learning Environment making the typical interactions way faster than the ones we can see todays thanks the ones we have today because in this way students will not have to wait until a specific teacher class time to ask him a question, all they need to do is to send him a message and wait for the his reply.

Impact of VLE on the students
According to Herrera (2017), Virtual Learning Environments are having the biggest range of reported researches with both positive feedbacks and impacts from the students when it comes to scholastic turnback. In this context Nguyen et al. (2017), have opined that the VLE helps in promoting the reflection as well as accommodates the requirements of the students in the field of the learning ability. Apart from this, the VLE has also been helping the students in getting confident over using their digital skills and knowledge’s to explore more and develop their understanding. Virtual Learning Environment also improves the learning readiness among the students and creates curiosity about the innovative things and new technological advancements along with this it helps in improving the assessment performance based on the courses.
When was this concept introduced?
According to talentlms.com, the first texting machine was built in 1924. This invention allowed the students to test themselves and few decades after, more precisely in 1954, a Harvard teacher called Skinner invented the “teaching machine”, a tool that made communication possible between schools and students whenever the institutes need to give them specific instructions regarding the ongoing courses, creating a first, embryonal type of Virtual Learning environment.
Who is using this technology?
Since the ongoing pandemic has begun, almost all the schools all over the world had to switch or at least include Virtual Learning Environment in their teaching methods to make possible the non-interruption of the lessons due to the covid restrictions everyone’s life has been affected from in a way that students can avoid losing time and keep achieving their academic goals without being disadvantaged by this situation. It is good to remark the fact that VLE is not used only by the teachers to do online lessons and send homework, it is used also by the other people who work behind the scenes in the schools to improve the whole organisation: head teacher, directorate office, secretary offices etc…  



Why is researching on this topic important?
Researching about a topic taught in class makes learning it easier and in addition the deeper the research is the more interesting facts about it will be discovered, but more importantly we are going to have a 360 view of the topic.
BACKGROUND:
What type of services is this technology proving?
Out of all the services Virtual Learning Environment is currently providing, the most important one is the ability to create online classrooms. The whole concept behind this system was lifechanging: the idea of doing videoconferences to allow students to have lessons without any problem, the chatting platforms that allows teachers and students to communicate even out of the lesson time and to send the homework that have to be done. Another thing that may be underrated is making possible to see peoples’ faces during the videoconferences to make it look less strange than it already is, and that is not something trite at all because eye contact, looking at someone in the face when he is talking to you and human touch in general is very important after we have spent the last two years wearing face masks and maintaining social distancing every time we had to leave our house.
Benefits of VLE:
· Accessibility: thanks to the Virtual Learning Environment students can access their lesson no matter where they are, all they need is a laptop or any other device that can be connected to a Wi-fi to log in and follow the teachers explanations
· Combined structure and freedom: VLE includes a lot of programs containing weekly assignments for students with each due date, assignment papers and submission links to send the work done. It also allows creating a discussion board to let the students share their own opinions regarding a specific topic they have been through during class time. 
· Inclusive environment: during the virtual class, shy students are more likely to participate and interact because being not surrounded by people when they have to answer a question makes it easier for them and at the same time they will feel in a very inclusive class environment.
· It saves money: every year, millions of students spend hundreds of pounds on public transport to get to school and go back home every month, thanks to Virtual Learning Environment all they need to do is a little investment to get a laptop and they will be free to access all the material given on the online platforms.
· It improves digital skills: nowadays, a lot of jobs require a good level of tech skills that unfortunately a lot of ex-undergraduate students could not learn and improve properly because of not using Virtual Learning Environment when they were still studying at university or even before, during high school and middle school. This might cause them a lot of troubles while looking for a job since technology has reached such a high level of evolution that we cannot leave without it. Thanks to Virtual Learning Environment, all the current student are taught the most required digital skills in the job market such as using all the Microsoft apps like Word, Excel, Power Point, Teams etc…
· Gain various perspectives: one of the greatest advantages of globalisation is making the distance between everyone a lot shorten than the past. We can get in touch with a person on the other side of the world without any problem by sending him a message or even by calling him and start talking like he is in front of us. With Virtual Learning Environment we are able to see someone’s research no matter where that person is and this could give us the point of view of someone who is living in a different cultural environment, which might open our eyes regarding a specific point of the research we might be doing. After all it is never too late to learn something new and learning what people from different parts of the world think is something very interesting that will make us wiser.
Problems that may occur using VLE:
· Students with a bad internet connection might face problems during online lessons and this could affect them very negatively while taking notes or even worse during exams.
· Not all the families can afford buying a laptop putting the student in a difficult situation. That is why a lot of schools allow students with economic problems to borrow laptops from the IT departments so they can avoid having any issues related to this teaching method.
What type of technologies are required by VLE?
The list of tools required to access Virtual Learning Environment is pretty  short and includes the products needed to make a videoconference: webcam, speakers and a microphone plus a router to connect the laptop to the Wi-Fi 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH:
· to improve my knowledge about this topic
· to increase my skills in researching 
· to understand the impact of VLE on the students’ academic experience
METHOD:
This research has been made collecting data from my colleagues with a questionnaire based on the impact of VLE on their academic experience in order to show the advantages and disadvantages of this tool. I used a website called “Google Forms” to collect the data I need and make the pie charts that will be shown soon in this report. [image: Graphical user interface, text, application
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RESULTS:
Using the answers given by those who took part in the questionnaire I made pie charts to show how many times each answer has been chosen to make finding out the general opinion regarding every single question easier.












Conclusion
We can conclude saying that although the problems some people could face due to a lack of quality internet connection, Virtual Learning Environment is the next step in the teaching system and we can start see how it is going to be thanks to all the improvements this type of online platforms are getting on a daily basis to make them as accessible as possible to everyone no matter where they are or what their financial situation is. In addition, in case someone cannot afford a laptop or a tablet all he needs to do is to let his school know and he will be immediately provided with one to grant him to access the videoconferences and all the different apps included in this new version of school. The fact that schools give students laptop in case they need one is a huge help not only for the student himself but for all his family that will have to struggle less to get and electronic device to allow the kid to participate at lessons he is given
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1. How long does it take you to access Moodle?




0-2 minutes	2-5 minutes	more than 5 minutes	3	2	1	
2. How difficlt is using Moodle for you?




easy	normal	hard	4	2	0	
3. Can you find all the informartion you need on Moodle easily?



yes	no	6	0	
4. How often do you use Moodle?





daily 	never	weekly	monthly	1	0	5	0	
5. Where would you rather having lessons?



on campus 	online	3	3	
6. How helpful is Moodle in your opinion?






very helpful 	neither helpful or unhelpful	somewhat helpful 	very unhelpful	somewhat unhelpful	4	0	2	0	0	
7. Have you ever used Moodle before?



yes 	no	2	4	
8. Is Moodle user friendly in your opinion?




yes 	no	somehow	5	0	1	
9. How was Moodle's impact on your student life?




positive	negative	indifferent 	6	0	0	
10. Which functions are you using the most on Moodle?





useful links {calendar, email, Hwb etc...}	Using Microsoft  365	Module resources	Moodle activities	3	2	1	0	
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4.how often do you use Moodle?
Daily
Weekly
Monthly

never

5.where would you rather having lessons?
on campus

online

6.how helpful is Moodle in your opinion?
Very helpful
Somewhat helpful
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6.how helpful is Moodle in your opinion?
Very helpful
Somewhat helpful
Neither helpful nor unhelpful
Somewhat unhelpful

Very unhelpful

7.have you ever used Moodle before?
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8.1s Moodle user friendly in your opinion?
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1.how long does it take you to access Moodle?
0-2 minutes
2-5 minutes

more than 5 minutes

2.how difficult is using Moodle for you?
easy

normal
19:45
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2.how difficult is using Moodle for you?

easy
normal

hard

3.can you find all the information you need on Moodle easily?
yes

no

4.how often do you use Moodle?
Daily
Weekly

Monthly
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