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BACKGROUND

This supporting paper will provide specific information, relating to children young people and their families, looking at the risk factors, and issues that may have caused the child and their family, to be in a situation of vulnerability, identifying the steps, taken by healthcare professionals to ensure the safety of the child young people and their families.


The first five families, examined were mentioned to the project due to concerns of vulnerability, such as distressed behaviour, accommodation needs and employment issues. Risk factors below:


Distressed behaviour- Caused by, family conflicts, and mental health difficulties, resulting in criminal behaviour and on-going stress. According to (Haydon, 2020) the UNCRC identify a child as, all human beings below the age of 18 years, unless age of consent has been achieved before time, those who are at risk of abuse, usually fall into the category of child, with little criminal authority in England and wales, adds to this separation, at age 10, this is said to be considerably lower than the age to take on any social liabilities, this statement has been confirmed, by the uk government, as long as, it is in the best interest of the child, to acknowledge and receive responsibility, and accept support in addressing criminal behaviour. However limiting research of the child, to growing conceptual conventions, reduced the importance of diversity, while decreasing the relevance of adult - child power discrepancy, critical examination stresses the importance of children and young people, as popular performers, arranging their day to day lives, so adults taking control of this situation may impact the child’s social class, race, gender, sexuality and capabilities. Adultism is another added subject, provided in the policies and practices, this can also impact the child’s skills, opportunities and decision making, not involving the child in personal, family, organisational, and social decisions, can cause the child to be unhappy in doing something they are not comfortable resulting in distressed behaviour’s (Hayden, 2020).
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Accommodation Needs- Caused, by the condition of the home, and environmental changes. (Howden Chapman, 2004) suggests, the risk factors from housing conditions, can have an extreme impact, on children and adults mental health, especially when it comes to women, as they spend majority of their time at home, more than men, the structure of housing, like high rise flats, can cause unnecessary issues. For aging adults, women transporting shopping, and small children, children may want to go outside to play, but living in a high rise flat, makes it hard, for parents to be able to look after their child. Another perception of high rise flats, is that it’s less safe, in terms of criminal activity and the height of the building, this can cause an increase in mental health, poor housing conditions such as mould, are likely to cause emotional upset for women more than men, due to overcrowding, resulting in lack of sleep and constantly feeling frustrated, from reporting repairs or waiting to be rehoused (Howard Chapman, 2004).   



Employment issues- Caused by family disagreements due to lack of funding within the family home, this has impacted, the parents anxiety and depression state, family relationships, and the child’s behaviour, resulting in conflicts, and marriage deprivation, as they are unable to see a way out of the unemployment cycle. ( Andre C, Garcia C, Giupponi G, and Pareliussen J, 2013) stated that detrimental risk factors, may impact health and wellbeing, and result in, loss of finances, research suggests some analysis, supplied clear confirmation, that unemployment also develops through lack of finance systems, even after managing money  and other elements. A variety of research studies, found that unemployed people are unhappy, than people who are employed, unemployment causes risk factors such as depression, anxiety, loss of self-esteem, and personal control, which all impacts health and well-being ( Andre C, Garcia C, Giupponi G, and Pareliussen J, 2013). 
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Involvement from local authorities, first takes place, when families have been assessed, and the results have been identified as, the family having complex and unmet needs, early involvement from local authorities, enables a dynamic outlook to support families, local authorities work in partnership with children services, where family situations, may impact the child’s wellbeing, such dividing work, is necessary, if family intervention is to be taken. After the intervention process, the following local authorities work together in collaboration, to provide focused intervention projects, create action plans and evaluate, for the best interest of the child, young people and their families. 

The theory of partnership working, is a known fact, and has been a vital concept of the British child welfare, since the achievement of the children’s act 1989. Partnership for the best interest of the families:


Access Panel, organise action plans
Project Workers; provide home visits, to families, to begin evaluation
Full-time Administrator, communicate, to and from organisations
GP (General Practitioners), are required to distribute information to professional bodies, relating to the child and their families such as, social services, young people and children services, environmental health, children and young people mental health team, education, youth offending team and the jobcentre 
Core Team, make contact with the families
Community and Volunteer workers, provide fixed interventions
External Agencies, supply, small projects.
Greenwich Local Labour and Business, give working age family members, the opportunity to attend employment and training days.

 
 The steps that have been taken, to protect the child’s safety:

 home visits, were carried out, action plans were produced and reviewed, communication was given, between families and professionals to complete assessments of the families that required intervention, workshops, classes and training days were provided for parents to get the help they need to better support their families, parents were also made aware, of the consequences, from not attending meetings, mini project interventions were provided and made accessible, to family’s dealing with, any difficulties that may impact the family’s. Although local authorities, have been successful in some areas, looking through the case study, has identified barriers that still remain, advice given to local authorities to help overcome these barriers, and  better future projects and services, would be to be more organised, keep records of progress and outcomes of projects and share this information, with the required local authorities, support plan follow-ups to be given , to support the families not only now, but in the future, to ensure a better partnership working, local authorities to prep weeks before intervention takes place, so all local authorities have had meetings to work out a structure, that best suits the children young people
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 and their families. (Meltzer et al., 2002) gave advice to local authorities, to overcome barriers and suggested that, providing more evidence of how data and monitoring was conducted would help to better services in the future, provide surveys not only to families but to the local authorities involved in the case management, provide a list of children looked after by local authorities, and then determine the best service, where the child should be placed, carry out models and support plans in stages to keep progress and records of results (Meltzer et al., 2002).     
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