Micro-Teach Notes

An introduction into image enhancements, fabrications and negation.

The aim of the lesson is to start an open discussion on whether or not photography can impact our memory.

It has become second nature to us at this point to take photographs. Most of the population owns an phone or device that can record or take images. Although, not too long ago you couldn’t instantly see what you were photographing, there was no screen at the back of your camera helping you to compose your image.

Everything was created by analogue. It would take about two weeks for your work to be developed if you sent it off to a chemist. Even then you couldn’t dictate how the final outcome would look or was edited/cropped. Unless you had access to a  home darkroom. People would use this as documentation and an artefact for remembering.

Now however, this process is now at our very fingertips. 1.2 trillion digital photos are taken a year thanks to the help of smartphones. This statistic isn’t including images taken on analogue devices. That is an incredible amount of data surveying the Internet and devices.

As images are being produced so rapidly and easily does this mean they lose their purpose? A photograph in the 1950’s would be used as a document of the time. So what is its purpose now?


Task & Questions

Does it still in fact regenerate memories? Does this change our ideas around the photograph holding memory?

Now we’ve had a discussion on whether the photography can represent a memory. Can we in fact believe it to be truth?

No wrong answers, just opinion.

What is accumulated memory?
It is what information we retain from what we’re told and what we gain from them.

Put into context. I have been told by relatives that this is my great, great grandmother Matilda. She was incredibly stern but sweet. I’ve built this persona around her from adaptations and stories of her life that have been told to me. 

How much of this information can be the authentic truth? How do we know this is actual fact and not just perceptions of other people’s memories of her? What dictates who she was and her memory when there are no family members who knew her left?


Development

Now we’ve looked at how pictures in still memory but can we actually trust them?

-Susan Sontag quote.-

“The family photo album is a prime occasion for such blurring, a space where we tell ourselves stories about our histories and call upon photographic traces as evidence.”(Susan Sontag), On Photography.


Post truth society

What we are told/we read/we see. What is real, how do we know?

(Show comparison between two images on PowerPoint Presentation)

The first image was taken during the Starlin era (1922) (Polish Revolutionary Committee) posted as a commemorative postcard.
But the original image is this. 

(Show original image in next slide that has not be doctored)

Most publications during this time were doctored in some way. (King: 1977)

Stalin not only ordered to have people ripped out, drawn on or burnt out of publications and images who did not support his ideologies. He would also make sure that he always looked youthful his own idolised version of himself in all media outlets. 

Inventing and inverting reality to the viewer 

Negation- creating deliberate historical misrecognitions of time periods and things that have happened that replace our own logic of what actually occurred.

This effect dismantles the perception of historical events to what truly happened at that time.  

Although, traces of the past are still present within the photograph. It reconstructs time and creates almost a memory hole of unknowing, what’s the truth? 

Book Recommendation: 1984 by George Orwell involves the creation of the memory hole. Workers within the novel would take newspaper articles and images which didn’t correspond with their ideologies and structures in order to continue fabricating lies to the public and the truth could not be recognised or obtained. c

Current day fabrications

How many of your have tried to take a picture of something and its not looked exactly how you viewed it with your own eyes?
Or have tried to take a Selfie and you look distinctively different to how you normally see yourself? 

The camera flips your image. This would mean you are visualising your mirror self. The other self that nobody would be able to visualise and isn’t an accurate representation of you.  These distortions mimic how you look but distort your proportions. Different components of yourself are similar but they are not 100% accurate.

Facetune and Editing Apps in 21st Century

We exhaust this ability to be able to fabricate and exaggerate everything. The unreality has become reality in a sense.

John Berger Quote, recommend reading material to get them thinking about perspective

“An image is a sight which has been recreated or reproduced. It is an appearance, or a set of appearances, which has been detached from the place and time in which it first made its appearance and preserved – for a few moments or a few centuries. Every image embodies a way of seeing. Even a photograph. For photographs are not, as is often assumed, a mechanical record.” (Berger 2008) – Ways of Seeing


-Quick quiz-

Chose whether the image has been doctored or is an authentic unfiltered image.

-Ask questions in between quiz answers. Ask why answers were chosen and what made the learner pick this. -
Benito Mussolini (Doctored)
Paris Hilton (Doctored)

Richard Billingham (Real)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Henri- Cartier Bresson (Real)






Conclusion

So can photographs be used as an accurate form of remembering?

Although, photographs do not serve the purpose that they were initially intended to, which is to hold memory, they still document a single moment; they satisfy our longing to hold a single moment of time as a physical memory, suspending this specific second forever.

Ask if there are any questions
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