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AIM(S)

· To enable students to demonstrate an in-depth critical understanding of reception of classical antiquity in modern film and television


LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module all students should be able to:  
· critically analyse, interpret and evaluate the reception of the classical world on film and television.
· demonstrate an in-depth understanding of how representations of antiquity on film and television have shaped and influenced the perception of the public .
· determine and conceptualise the problems and difficulties associated with popular reception of antiquity.
· understand the wider contexts of source analysis in reception studies.
CONTENT

The module examines the reception of classical antiquity in film and television in the 20th  and 21st centuries. Film and television are the most popular media of communication in the modern era and the media with the highest degree of dissemination among the general populace, mainly in the western world but also globally.  The representation and description of classical mythology and history on film and television has a major impact on our understanding and view of the ancient world in a non-scholarly environment.  However, producers of films and television shows relating to the classical world do not aim towards education of the public in classics or ancient history but, like the rest of the entertainment industry, aim toward entertainment and profit.  The module looks into not only the impact of films on the classical world on the public’s view of the Greeks and the Romans but also the industry’s penchant for using classical themes for success in both monetary and award terms. Residential students will discuss the module units in seminars. Distance learners will be provided with introductory material for each unit, and will be asked to submit  two pieces of formative written work for tutor comment.
OFFICE HOURS/HOW TO CONTACT ME

Please feel free to come and see me if you would like to discuss any problems you may have concerning this module.  Try, if at all possible, to come during my office hours.  My office hours are Tuesday 14.15-15.00, Wednesday 12.15-13.00, Friday 12.15-13.00.  If you come to see me at another time and I am not in because of teaching or other commitments, please email (e.bissa@tsd.ac.uk).  You can also ask questions (not confidential) on the discussion board available in the Moodle space for this course.  
In addition, all students are invited to make use of the chat room on the moodle space for this module, which will be open every week on Tuesdays at 4.15pm for any questions you might have.


STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION

This 20-credit module has 20 contact hours, inclusive of 10 seminars. Attendance is compulsory for ALL lectures, workshops and seminars. If you cannot make a class because of illness or other good reason, you need to inform me (e.bissa@tsd.ac.uk) and your personal tutor about this.

Seminar times for residential students are agreed with the group at the beginning of each semester. 

For distance learners, completion of the following will satisfy the attendance requirement:
1. 2 x 500-word comments on the focus questions for any 2 units of your choice
2. 2 x 250-word replies to the comments of your peers.
You are required to submit the 500-word comments and 250-word replies on the Moodle forum for this purpose (entitled “Comments and Replies Forum).

ASSESSMENT

Course work	(100%)
One assessed assignment (5000 words).  
The topic of the essay is chosen by the student in consultation with the module tutor but must be related to the content of the module.
For example:
Analyse the influence of the feminist movement on the portrayal of women in Alexander (2004) and Troy (2004).

Course work
Coursework 1: Essay (5000 words)
To be submitted by 28th May 2012; returned by 05/07/12.

General assessment information: coursework
Coursework submission for this module will be through email to the Faculty of Humanities Office. Please follow the instructions on the Faculty of Humanities Moodle page for how to submit your work (available shortly). The deadline for submission will be at 3 pm on the day given above. You will also need to retain a second electronic copy of your work to be submitted, if deemed appropriate, to the module convenor.

Word count
Please be aware that if you go significantly over or under the word limit (i.e. more than 10%), you may be penalised.

REMEMBER that the word count includes everything apart from the bibliography, titles or captions. You must provide the word count clearly on the cover sheet.

Welsh First language
If your first language is Welsh and you would like to submit any assessed coursework in Welsh, please see the School Office as soon as possible to make arrangements for this.

Special needs / requirements
If you have any special needs (e.g. dyslexia, visual impairment) that need to be taken into account for the teaching of this module, please make sure that our Welfare Officer, Dr Kyle Erickson (k.erickson@tsd.ac.uk), is made aware of this so that we can make sure that we fully support you in your studies.

Returning of work
Your coursework will be returned electronically. Detailed feedback is given on the essay cover sheet but if you would like to discuss your work in more detail, do come and see me during one of my office hours (see times given above). 


Extensions
Extensions for the submission of coursework will only be granted in exceptional circumstances; for more information please consult the Student Guide (or the Academic Quality Handbook 7.2.16 pages 180-181). In order to request an extension, you will need to fill in an extension request form, available on the Faculty Office Moodle page, and submit it in good time before the coursework submission deadline to the co-ordinator of your programme of study.

Please note that if you are given an extension, there may be a corresponding delay to the return of your work.

Some extra assignment/essay guidelines
Help for the writing of coursework is available in the TSD and School of Classics Reference Guides, as well as through the Student Support Moodle page. You are advised to read the relevant sections carefully. 

Marks will be deducted if your piece of coursework is not presented properly (e.g. double-spacing, font 12 is needed). Note that all coursework needs to be word-processed; hand-written work will not be accepted. Assessment criteria can be found in the Programme of Study Handbook and at the back of this Module Syllabus.

*** You need to watch plagiarism whenever you use secondary literature (ALL suspect coursework will be submitted to a Turn-It-In analysis). Please consult the Classics Reference Guide for advice on how to reference secondary literature.  

In case of problems….
Do come and see me during office hours if you have any problems with the writing or planning of your piece of coursework. You are also welcome to see your personal tutor for advice.

Bibliography
A bibliography is provided in the Moodle space for this course. Please note that the books mentioned there are only recommendations. You should also make use of the relevant lecture notes and handouts and do some independent research. 

Unless they are available in electronic format, all items for the reading list have been placed on library-only or short loan and are kept behind the library counter. Note that all these items can be reserved via the computerised catalogue – a very useful device that allows you to plan ahead with your reading for the essay.


Essential
M. Winkler (2001), Classical Myth and Culture in the Cinema (Oxford)
M. Wyke (1997), Projecting the Past: Ancient Rome, Cinema and History (London)
L. Hughes-Hallett (1990), Cleopatra: Histories, Dreams and Distortions (London)

Recommended
G. Nisbet (2006) Ancient Greece in Film and Popular Culture (Bristol) 
I. Berti et al (2008) Hellas on Screen (Stuttgart)
M. Winkler (2009) Cinema and Classical Texts (Cambridge)

Course Materials and Moodle
All information regarding this course, including seminar handouts, powerpoints (where provided), this module syllabus, the bibliography, assessment assignment details and lecture podcasts (where provided) will be available in the Moodle space for this course. Further, the Moodle space for this course will offer you a discussion board, where you can ask questions and discuss aspects of the course with your fellow students and me. 

If you have trouble accessing any of this material or the Moodle space for this course in general, please contact as soon as possible the School Moodle co-ordinator, Dr. Errietta Bissa (e.bissa@tsd.ac.uk).





