


Please write an annotated bibliography on an aspect of the Bronze Age of your choice in either Egypt, or the Aegean, or the Near East/Cyprus. For this you should find (and read) and present in a bibliography, following the guidelines set out in the Archaeology and Anthropology referencing handbook, four different academic
Annotate each of these with a 250-word summary of content and an assessment of their academic value. 
• Single authored text (monograph)
Anna K. Hodgkinson, Technology and Urbanism in Late Bronze Age Egypt. Oxford Studies in Egyptian Archaeology. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2018. 
Written by a well-respected Egyptologist, this monograph focusses on the sites of Amarna, Gurob, Malpata. It covers examples of urban and industrial activity as a basis for the categorisation and discussion of the New Kingdom of the late bronze age in Egypt. Hodgkinson defines two aspects; the economic and material nature of production and the location of materials. This covers the urban organisation of industry and their uses in both a common and luxury context. The later chapters cover a comprehensive description and discussion of the case study sites with relevant artefacts. These are used as a direct comparison upon which she bases her methodology for the character and level of early industry from the materials used, tools and placement within an urban context. There is further comparison ending with a discussion on urbanism. The conclusion sets out the author’s ideas on consumption, demand, material, social dependence and infrastructure with classification in workspaces. 
The value of this piece is firstly the comprehensive nature of the texts used. By characterising so many concepts like spatial, economic and social ideas of these sites, the author significantly develops our understanding of this era on the merits of the physical evidence. This piece is archeologically significance due to the well described nature of the case studies and their artefacts. This allows the piece to act as a key reference for both the sites and the topic for this period. There is little referencing of relevant noteworthy articles. The piece itself loses focus but is a good starting point for future arguments on this topic.



• Journal article
Bettina Bader, Egypt and the Mediterranean in the Bronze Age: The Archaeological Evidence, Online Publication Date: Aug 2015 
This article covers an overview of types of cultural connections, and influences between Egypt and the Mediterranean from available sources both archaeological and textual. This article argues that Egypt of the late bronze age had many cultural and economic links to the to the Mediterranean although evidence of this material culture is more evident in later periods. Sections of this article cover geographical scope of contacts, Egyptians views on the Mediterranean, theoretical models and material evidence for cultural contacts and a material chronology. The article spans from the bronze age, the old kingdom to the second intermediate period. There is a focus on material sources such as pottery, tools and architecture. This article categorises the importance of objects and points of cultural connections through categorising and interpreting objects imported and imitated from other cultures around the Mediterranean to show points of cultural connection. This article is academically valuable as a general exploration of this topic and in-depth study of the material evidence. It analyses new models of understanding from the last 15 years of research and discussion. Thus, allowing the article to become a resource for reference for future argument on this topic. It is less useful for seeking fully formed arguments of the topic but acts more as a survey on the physical evidence, chromatics and sites. Thereby demonstrating the need for more work to be done to better understand this area of research for Egypt and a fuller interpretation of the culture.

 

• Chapter from edited volume or paper from conference proceedings
Toby Wilkinson, the Egyptian world, Nadine Moeller urban life Ch. 5 pg. 75 - 159 Routledge 2007
This a discussion of ancient Egyptian urban life. It commences with the environmental setting, the effect of Nile flooding and how this led to specific settlement choices and the impact of the building of the Aswan Dam. The settlement types described are the ones that develop naturally or those designed by the ruling class. It The author goes on to discuss the conditions for these to form such as trade, colonisation, protection and raw materials and includes examples conditions of both of these. The author then details the development of Urban Walling with examples and rationale. 
Temples are included by a description of their structure, their material placement and walls. The piece also covers their role in both administration and society such as labour and tax revenues as well as an explanation of their power during the Old Kingdom. The Town administration section includes a description of the evidence of Memphis. It covers the possible industrial uses for buildings, workshops and their products of clay, bronze and copper. Finally, there is an exploration of private housing. This covers a description of the forms of housing including the poor to the aristocracy. 
This piece is a useful reference to the description of artefacts and architecture and gives a vivid introduction to the topic. This respected Egyptologist gives this source much weight however the breadth of the piece means that there is limited opportunity to present a fully formed argument on any one aspect and loses impact because of it.
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• Web source
https://oi.uchicago.edu/research/symposia/earlymiddle-bronze-age-transition-ancient-near-east-chronology-c14-and-climate
This website is a collection of archaeological research and debates from a multitude of universities on various topics from the earliest points of Egypt to the middle ages of Britain and the current evidence for them. This particular page discusses the links of bronze age Egypt to the middle east, discussing points of great change during the late third millennium BC such as the possible linkages to the collapse of urbanism in the Levant to the decline of the Akkad empire within the Euphrates even the beginning of state pastoralism and the final chronology/timeline for the topic. The points of change are discussed on the possible causes e.g. the rapid climatic changes during this era and physical evidence for both the chronology and the topic. The websites page also covers a seminar for this topic and online discussions that give the opinions of various specialists on veering field on Egypt and the middle east, whom argue over the resulting evidence of artefacts, radiocarbon dating and climatic data for the chronology and the implication of new evidence and dates. The academic value of this website can be found in its focused discussion of the opinions and evidence from scholars on a synopsis of their opinions, this collection of arguments as such can demonstrate its use as a reference source to build arguments and with this use these names to extenuate these points. That stated the website has little detail on their arguments and data giving little in the understanding of the topic it does demonstrate the topics significance. 
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