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Project Overview

o For this project | wanted to look into the meanings of different Tarot cards and how some of them are very
misunderstood, for example, the card Death does not really mean death, it actually means transformation or the
end of a cycle and beginning of a new one. Tarot readings are personal to me and | heavily believe in making a
project personal and something that you enjoy doing.

o Due to COVID-19 and where | work | am forced to look for experimental strategies with what is available to me
already as | cannot travel due to isolation reasons for work. This is a challenge as | need to experiment with
digital methods rather than film.




The cards I'm looking to work with

For this project I'm only going to be working with the 22 Major Arcana cards which are the soul of the tarot deck.
Each card is viewed as a life lesson or words of advice. | will only be picking 6-8 cards from this group and visually
representing their meaning.

I'm also going to look at poetry linked with the chosen cards to gain more inspiration and to help me understand
other people experiences from these cards.

The cards | want to work with are:
o The Hermit - Solitude

o The Tower - Collapse, Chaos

o The Moon - Mystery, Secrets

o The Star - Hope, Light at the end of the tunnel




The Tower

Keywords - Change, Freedom, Upsets, Destruction of the old.

The Tower is by far the scariest in the deck, it isn't always a bad card
but it does symbolise dramatic change and destruction of the old. |

wanted to use this card as | feel this perfectly represents 2020 as life
as we know it has changed dramatically and life for a while became

distressing and chaotic.

This card depicts a fortress being destroyed by fire and lightning,
symbolising a safe building people go to for shelter and protection
betraying them and leaving them running for their lives. As scary as
the message seems it turns out it's not all that bad.

When the card is drawn upright, yes it indicates collapse and this
could be in the form of a relationship or a job but this card tells us that
structure in life needed to be destroyed so we can start anew. The
fortress can be interpreted as a prison, a prison we need to break free
of, this card pushes you to make a change in life, overthrow bad
habits, cut out negative people in your life, leave that job that’s
making your life miserable, finally make those changes in your
relationship that you have desperately needed for a long time. This
card shows big change mostly for the good if you work towards it, but
with no effort then this card will work against you.




When this card is drawn reversed this is when you need to take this

— , message even more seriously as this shows you've been refusing
HEMOJ‘ dH.L change and whether you like it or not this change is coming and the
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more you try to push it away and refuse to accept it the more difficult
things will become until you finally give in to these changes, these
changes must and will take place eventually. This interpretation is best
described as clinging on for dear life to a crumbling structure, you

% 2 know the structure will collapse in the end but you are refusing to let

'\ (. go, if you let go sooner the easier the escape will be, but the longer
you leave it the less stability you have and it'll only get harder and
harder to get free.

“The collapse of the tower is echoed in description of shamanic
initiation, where the candidate experiences, in a vision, a symbolic
dismemberment whereby his body is stripped down to its bones.” -
Anna Franklin, The Sacred Circle Tarot.
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The Moon

Keywords- Intuition, The unconscious, Mystery, lllusion, Secrets

The Moon is an emotion based card as it represents the
unconscious mind and the secrets it holds. When this card is
drawn it symbolizes secrets or mysteries hidden within the
reader and encourages the reader to become more in touch
with their inner feelings and to pay attention to instincts and
intuition.

When this card is drawn upright it shows you are leaning to
your lunar side, your more emotional, inner voice side. When
this card is drawn upright you need to pay attention to your
feelings, dreams and instincts, for some people, mostly artists
this is a great card as it indicates a time of increased creativity
and imagination and this will work in their favour.
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A When this card is reversed it's linked to self-deception and
disappointment, this can be because you didn't listen to that
little voice inside you. Listen and trust that your instincts are
true, do what feels right not what you think is right.

“We comfort ourselves too much with light. Sometimes we
must wander in the dark so that our other senses can find their
full expression and we hear more clearly the message of the
night, the wilderness and the strange creatures that inhabit the
unseen spaces.” - Steve Roberts







The Star
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Keywords - Happiness, Hope, Light at the end of the tunnel,
Good fortune.

This is a very positive card and one | feel we need these
days as this card represents hope and happiness. This card
shows the end of difficult times and a light at the end of the
tunnel. This is also a card of good fortune. This is a very
feminine card not just from the naked woman who
represents purity and truth, she is nourishing the stream and
grass with water, two elements that are associated with
femininity. When getting this card it is the equivalent to
looking at a star filled sky on a clear night.

When this card is drawn upright it signifies an end to
problems and the beginning of a happier time in life. This
card is the literal light at the end of the tunnel, it tells you
not to give up and the good fortune and happiness is within
arms reach. That time in your life you've been preparing for
has finally come.




When reversed this card means you're taking your
change in life more privately instead of shining it to
the outer world. Messages and blessings will be
received more spiritually than physically. You might
feel low in self-esteem and uninspired during this
time but this card gives you the message of trust the
process, attune yourself to your needs and you'll
make it through just fine.

“Hope...which whispered from Pandora’s box only
after all the other plagues and sorrows had escaped,
is the best and last of all things.” - lan Caldwell and
Dustin Thomas, The Rule of Four.







The Hermit

Keywords - Guidance, Solitude, Inner Wisdom, Self-Evaluation

This card | feel is another good one to represent 2020 as this
card symbolizes solitude and isolation. | wanted to use this
card to represent the many months we had to spend as
prisoners to our own homes and the whole world
experiencing complete isolation.

The Hermit can be interpreted as a seeker of truth and
someone who lights the way for anyone who will follow. He is
a wise figure and is often used to represent people in our lives
like teachers or therapists. This card can encourage you to
draw way from busyness and focus more on yourself and what
you physically and mentally need.

When this card is drawn upright it hints that you might be
looking for guidance and you want to gain perspective on
your life. Be open to your inner guide and others who offer to
help and with that you can be on your way to discovering
truth and inner balance.




When this card is reversed this suggests you are
ignoring or rejecting wisdom and guidance being
offered to you. You need to take time to self reflect and
look back on your goals, relationships, career and
purpose in life, find what you need to work on and
what you need guidance on and accept the help that is
coming your way and to stop isolating yourself.

“If the doors of perception were cleansed, everything
would appear to man as it is, infinite.” - William Blake







The 5 of Swords

Keywords- Change, Adjustment, Loss, Destruction, Conflict,
Indecision, Sadness

This card represents a time of adjustment, mostly after conflict,
this could be with your inner self or with someone in the outer
world. This card shows a soldier on the battlefield, this
encourages you to ask yourself have you really won? Or did
you lose?

When this card is drawn upright it symbolises devastation and
a need for you to resolve problems. The cost of winning may
not be worth it and it might be better in the end to take the
loss.
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When this card is reversed it's meaning is still the same
as itis when it's upright but this time its more
remorseful and sad. It shows you can make repairs and
set things right after conflict and learning from your
mistakes but ultimately this card symbolises the
emotional suffering that will accompany you through
this time.







The 3 of Swords

Keywords- Suffering, Heartache, Regret, Grieving, Sorrow, Loss

Just from the image alone it is clear to see this card is a painful
one and not one you'd like to receive. This is the saddest tarot
card as it symbolised deep emotional pain, tragedy and
heartbreak. This is commonly associated with a bad break up,
the loss of a loved one or devastating news.

When this card is drawn upright it signifies the severing of a
connection this might be from someone or something you
held very close to you. Something in your life has died
whether this be literally or something such as a job or
relationship has just run it's course and is now time for you to
let it go and move on.




When this card is reversed it is less severe and very much less
problematic than when it's upright. This gives the message of
“it's not the end of the world” indicating you're making a
mountain out of a mole hill and even though the issue at hand
at the time seems devastating and heart-breaking, it isn't really
in the long run. An example of this is the truth hurts but once
you accept it you're able to make improvements and move on
in life unscathed.

“The soul...is...a diamond in the rough, which must abide the
blows inflicted by suffering in order to shine in all it’s brilliance.”
- Laura Esquivel, Like Water for Chocolate.







