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Sir Dinadan: The Anti-Chivalric Knight of the Round Table



Aims and Objectives:

Nodau ac Amcanion

This dissertation will examine Sir Dinadan in the Arthurian canon as an anti-chivalric

character and compare his role with those of Celtic and non-Celtic traditions.

The objectives are:

- To take a closer look at the role and features of Dinadan in pivotal Arthurian

works.

- To compare the representations with other literary personalities, for instance,

sharing the same archetype.

- To learn how the narratives echo and deviate from the traditional chivalric

values from the codex of chivalry.

Abstract (approximately 500 words):

Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):

This dissertation, will analyse Sir Dinadan in Legends of Arthur with an in-depth look at

his being an unconventional knight who questions the commonly accepted notions of

chivalry. He challenges other knights who represent the Féodalité and its laws, but

Dinadan constantly upbraids them with irony or satire. This text will focus on essential

texts such as Sir Thomas Malory's "Le Morte d'Arthur" and the "Prose Tristan," in which

Dinadan's sceptical humour takes on a unique perspective on more conventional

expressions of knightly virtues. This paper will explore how this level of scrutiny extends

to comparisons with Celtic literature in general and specifically to characters in "The

Mabinogion" in exploring dominant intercultural perceptions of heroism and knighthood

more generally. This dissertation, therefore, will compare these the tales to give insight



into how chivalric values are presented and rethought in different cultural texts; the

character of Dinadan then highlights social norms in the complexity of that medieval

times.
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