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Safeguarding Assignment One.

Throughout this essay, safeguarding and legislation will be defined. Discussions and evaluations on historical legislations within the United Kingdom (UK) leading to what protects children and young people today. It will also be identified how safeguarding legislations are carried out by all safe adults within Wales. Multiagency working will also be described through the history and its changes since the Laming report.
In the Working Together to Safeguard Children Guide realised in 2018, HM Government (GOV) defined Safeguarding as “Protecting children from maltreatment, preventing impairment of children's health or development, ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care and taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes” (Gov, 2018). Legislation as defined by the Cambridge dictionary is a single law or combined laws raised by government and sanctioned by parliament (Cambridge dictionary, 2019).
All children in the United Kingdom (UK) are protected by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) with Unicef (2019) describing it as the most detailed document ever composed. The UNCRC is made up of 54 articles and the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) have condensed these articles to Seven Core Aims in 2000 publishing Children and Young People: A framework for partnership. In 2003, WAG echoed these Core Aims with the paper Children and Young People: Rights to Actions. The following timeline of legislations from 1601 until 2000 argues to be the foundations for the seven core aims that are in place to protect and safeguard children in 2019 whilst centralising focus around the core aim number three – health, freedom from abuse and victimisation. 
Between 1601 and 1870, five legislations regarding children and young people were passed. Although this might seem like a small number each still important. During 1870 The Education Act was passed. As explained by Parliament.UK (2019) This could be considered a victory by itself. This was the first of its kind being the first legislation purely promoting children’s education within the UK. This Act focused on the need to establish an alignment of “school boards” to structure and govern new schools in areas they were needed and in turn were locally elected. (Parliament.UK, 2019). This could be perceived as a positive. As it may have made local families feel more comfortable knowing the professionals managing the schools may have, at a minimum have some prior local knowledge. Parliament.UK, (2019 also explains that although this act allowed voluntary school to continue to teach as they previously had been which may include certain religious teaching, the new board schools were to be “non-denominational” meaning that they were open to different types of Christianity. (Parliament.UK 2019). Which could be argued may have been a very small steppingstone into the commencement of embracing diversity within the UK. Although the rhetoric of this Act may have seemed great, it was not compulsory for children to attend as it today in 2019. The reality was that many parents were unable to survive financially if they had to give up their children’s income and although ten years later the Act was amended and it was made compulsory for all children between the ages of five and ten to attend school but low attendance levels were a huge problem. To conclude, the original 1870 Act could be seen to be great start to protecting children and an attempt to better their future enabling the teachers as professionals to safeguard children within a school setting.
From 1885 to 1908, the UK saw big changes with six acts pass all about child protection and safeguarding. The first legislation saw the age of sexual consent being raised from twelve to sixteen for females. This could be perceived to be of a child protection agenda and a first to keep children safeguarded against exploitation which is mentioned in Wales Core aim number three.  
Although through the nineteenth century, The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) was founded after it was seen in schools by teachers that more children were dying from neglect by poverty rather and physical abuse, which as Munro (2008) explains, the NSPCC were one of the campaigners in pushing for the 1889 Prevention of Cruelty to and Protection of Children act. The Act among other things, gave Children the right to be protected from abuse and as an example, restrictions were put in place to what physical punishments fathers could give their children, but that in it self-came with a lot of grey area. (Munro, 2008). The act states that if a person who has custody of a child is convicted of neglect a fine or prison sentence will apply (Legislation.Gov, 2019). This was a first in legislation, as it was now illegal to abuse a child. In terms of safeguarding a child, this could be argued to be huge step. Although it was then made against the law the abuse a child, no safety plan would have been put in place to protect the child after the adult had left prison, for example no contact with the child. The act also on gave power to only “constables” to enter a home without a warrant, arrest and remove a child. No other service, statutory or third sector were able to do this. Despite the Act being amended and extended in 1894, this was not amended until 1904, only then were the NSPCC also allowed to intervene. Finally, during 1908, the first incest Act was passed, with again the NSPCC’s pressure helping this Act to be passed as they were aware of child sexual abuse in family units sexual abuse was no longer dealt with by the church. However, Munro (2008) states that although this act was passed, very few prosecutions were carried out and a small number of twenty-four within its first year mostly due to its taboo with the nature of the Act, there was not a more social understanding of the problem until the 80’s where there were around five hundred prosecutions. 	
In 1932, the original Children and Young People Act was realised, an adaption on previous Acts but with seeing an increase in powers for courts and supervision order was introduced for children at risk, this was a detailed document with over one hundred and twenty-two pages. However, the following year in 1933 saw the Children and Young People Act was rewritten combining all Children Protection Law in a single piece of legislation.
After world war two ended in 1945, attention was brought to children again after the tragic death of Dennis O’Neil who was murdered by his foster father. The led to significant changes. There was then a public enquiry into his death. The UK’s first public enquiry. The University of Edinburgh, (2019) states the enquiry led by Sir Monckton who within six months produced the Monckton Report, found that agencies involved had done zero prior assessment into his placement, with references not chased up until four months later. The two local authorities involved in supporting the brothers as they were from Newport in Wales but were placed in England had failed to communicate effectively. This enquiry along with the Curtis report published in 1946 became instrumental for The Children Act published in 1948. It could be argued, that the failings previously seen could promote more training so poor assessments and lack of communication would not happen again.  The Act stated that individual children’s committees should be established in all local authorities in the UK to correct this. In turn these would be responsible for a more holistic approach for vulnerable children in a higher standard than seen in previous years. Children’s officers were employed to see these changes happen. Although as mentioned previously in this essay, the rhetoric could be argued to be very different to the reality. The rhetoric of this seemed to be a strong idea of a way to be move forward with child protection and lessons could have been learnt from the lack of assessments and communication. However, the reality was as Parker, (2011) argues that prior to 1948 no formal qualification or even adequate training was mandatory and the Home Office stating in 1951 that “training was totally inadequate” (Home Office, 1951, p.33). This then called for urgent training for staff. However, as Parker, (2011) states that sixteen years after The Children Act was published only twenty seven percent of all staff in children’s services held ample qualifications to the Home Offices set standard. It was also the stronger departments that seemed to attract staff so there seemed not to be an equal distribution of qualified staff. This showed problems especially with staff qualified or not all having high caseloads, in 1949 twenty five percent of Wales and England’s foster children were placed in another local authorities’ area (Parker, 2011). Furthermore, it could be argued that this could be a matter of difficulty with future communications between local authorities, with staff not having had the training or the time, money or ability to give required attention to children on their caseloads. This had tragically been highlighted by Dennis O’Neill’s death.
In 1970, The Local Authority Social Services Act came about after the recommendations from The Seebohm Report. This was founded by the Seebohm committee who spent three years reviewing social services objective in local authorities. Which as described by The Health Foundation, (2019) it was the recommendation of the formation of a combination of multiple organisations to form a singular social services department. Two years after the report was published, The Local Authority Social Services Act came into force enforcing those recommendations. 
In 1974, another traffic death of a child by abuse caused euphoric outrage throughout the country. Although the public enquiry after her death could be assumed it was because it was so tragic, that despite social workers, health visitors, police and other agencies visiting the family fifty times, the child still died due to lack of safeguarding and child protection (The university of Edinburgh, 2019). Parton, (1985) argues that the enquiry and its importance simply came from it being the correct time enabling a public shift in attitudes enabling promotion to rights of the child and their welfare. However, after the inquiry was published, no lawful changes were made, just guidelines. These guidelines were not made legislation until fifteen years later in 1989, the Children Act was published. This could be argued to be on the biggest shifts in legislations. The main principles of the Act are as follows as described by the City of York Safeguarding Children Partnership, (CYSCP) (2019). Children’s welfare should always be priority. Children (age and understanding dependant) should have their views listened to. Children should be raised, when safe and possible by their own families. Parents with vulnerable children have a right to be helped. Intervention should be effective for children at risk. Parents to remain having parental responsibility even if their child does not reside with them. Any service supporting a family should access and treat every child individually, effectively work in partnership between all agencies. This was the first-time early intervention was required with multiple agencies working together for the family which could be assumed will have better outcomes. The basic principles are still used today in the UK so it could be argued that this policy was a strong foundation for safeguarding children.
Ten years later in 1999, one more legislation was passed. The original Protection of Children Act gave means to identify unsuitable people (paedophiles) and stop said people working with children. The Department of Health, (2000) describes the Act also gave emphasis on the mandatory requirements now in place for childcare facilities to have all staff checked the Criminal Records Bureau system on an annual basis. Again, this could be strong steps by the Government, because as previously seen, children should be protected at home by parents, safe guarded by professionals in many other agencies. This act made sure staff in any other setting, for example a small child-minding facility, would not endanger a child by employing someone not fit to work with children.
The UK had moved into the 21st century with great emphasis on the safeguarding of children, However, in 2004 the Children’s Act of 1989 was amended and passed, mainly due to the Every Child Matters Green paper which was the response to the Laming Report following the death of Victoria Climbie. The report was published so lessons could be learnt from the failings in the system. The amendment in the act amplified this. The Act states children’s interests are always the highest priority and that multiagency working’s essential for the welfare of the child. The remainder of the essay with focus on the evolution in multiagency working since the Children’s Act 2004 as although partnership working had been spoken about previously. It could be argued that the Children’s Act 2004 was the turning point in the realisation that multiagency not only had to work together for the best interests of the child, but they had to do it effectively.  CommunityCare, (2007) states that since the Children’s Act in 1948 was published there was more than 70 inquiries which could of all been avoidable had all professionals successfully worked together. From the time period 2004 to 2008 over eleven reports, legislations and papers were published all stating the absolute importance of effective collaborative working when working to safeguard children, young people and even vulnerable adults. This was more than ever seen previously (Social Care Institute for Excellence, 2019). In 2010, the Working Together to Safeguard Children was passed, a legislation dedicated to the importance to multiagency workings to protect and safeguard children which was updated in 2013 and 2018 for use in England. However, in Wales the Social Services and Well-being Act was published in 2014 which then became law in 2016. This was Wales’s own independent legislation this again as stated by WAG, (2015) the need of effective multi agency partnership is essential in order to safeguard anyone needing support. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, the UK has seen many changes over the past four hundred years on how the government safeguards its children and young people. Through mistakes and tragedies made in history it can be argued it was clear that one service can not offer a all round package of support and multiagency working is needed to effectively support families so children in order to grow up safely into healthy adults with early intervention playing a key roles in to that. This argument can be support by the timeline of legislations seen throughout this essay with the government developing strong child protection laws. Then followed, by the need for multiagency working being hugely promoted throughout the county within the last ten years. It is felt that although vast improvements have been made, the child protection system still has room for improvement as serious case reviews are still happening in 2019 with the NSPCC, (2019) publishing over fourteen serious case reviews in 2019 with the majority off the learning outcomes linking with effective multiagency working’s.
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