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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

Here I am going to reflect on an incident which involved a male and a female. I have never dealt with the two individuals before and upon arrival to the incident it was clear for me to see that there was something not right. The circumstances of this have made the female very anxious about her safety and the effect that us being involved could have on her in the near future. She feared that police intervention could possibly force the male to act in an antisocial manner towards her, and she was very distressed that she did not know what the male was capable of. Anti-social behaviour (ASB) is a general word that is frequently used to refer to a broad range of behaviours. You will frequently find a list of the behaviours that are classified as ASB on the websites of the police, local government, or housing providers. These behaviours may include, but are not limited to, threatening behaviour, loud music, car cruising, the sale or use of drugs, violence, and criminal damage (Anti-social Behaviour – ASB HELP 2021). I'll use the Gibbs Model to think back on this incident. This model will be used by me to assess and analyse important, pertinent factors. I'll also explain what happened and how it affected me. 
When we first attended the address after receiving an abandoned 999 call, we could not get an answer, prior to attending the address the female did not answer her phone, which was a concern for us. At this point we had been at the address for approximately 10-15 minutes trying to get an answer, a short while after a male has arrived at the address who has a key, and stated to us that the female was in the address. When the female, who I shall refer to as the victim, arrived at the front door, she pointed and muttered, "Be quiet. He'll hear you," or words to that effect, to me. It was crucial for me to ascertain what was happening between the victim and the male since I was instantly concerned for the victim's welfare. 
When responding to domestic calls, first responders at scene have two roles to play. They must, recognize abuse signs and the necessity for safety planning to safeguard victims (or potential victims) and stop crimes from happening in the long run. Recognize criminal offences so that criminals can be apprehended and dealt with firmly by the legal system (College of Policing). The female whispered at the front door he forced me to take my medication last night and said that if I didn’t do it he would hurt her. The male in question suffers from mental health issues and has been diagnosed with symptoms of schizophrenia. The male was paranoid that the victim was seeing another male. The victim pretended to take her medication in front of the male and then called the police when he left the address but did not continue with the call due to her fearing the repercussions. Data from several polls show that domestic violence against women is extremely common in all civilizations. About 25% of women in western countries are said to have experienced intimate partner abuse at some point in their lives. The severity of the issue in terms of how pervasive it is in our cultures, however, is the only aspect of the issue that prevalence data reveal. The fact that the majority of domestic abuse cases go unreported is another aspect of the issue that has gotten less attention (Pages 536-537, Journal of Epidemiology & community health 2003). The victim when outside the address was whispering to officers and talking about scenario’s that were not relevant to the current situation. I then decided that due to her behaviour there was something going on that the victim was not telling us. 
I suggested that we convey her to the police station and have a more private chat with her away from the male. At first, the victim refused to co-operate, and I could see that she was very shaky and vulnerable, the female whispered to my colleague at the time “I’m fearful for my life” or words to that affect. A spouse or ex-partner killed 222 women in total between April 2016 and March 2019 over a three-year span. 218 of the suspects, or 98%, were men. This indicates that during this time, a male spouse or ex-partner killed three women on average every two weeks (Women’s Aid 2019). The victim then agreed to attend the police station with officers to give a full account of what has actually been going on. She explained that the male subject had been forcing her to take her medication, which has been known to make her sleepy, leave the address and then return when she wakes. He would assault her and emotionally abuse her when she did not do what he wanted and would stop her seeing friends and family. The female did not want anything done to the male as she was so fearful of the aftermath when he was released from custody. In line with the Codes of Practice for Victim’s (2015) Section (1) I reiterated to the victim that a full update of the ongoing issues would be written and logged onto the police system, following a Public Protection Notification Report that would also need to be submitted on her behalf. The victim was made aware that due to her disclosures to officers the male subject would need to be arrested. And I needed to decide what could be done in that immediate moment to support the victim. She did not want to provide a statement of complaint and would only provide officers with a negative statement detailing that she did not want to make a complaint. I also suggested that a female officer would come and assist me and my colleague and have a chat with the victim, as our presence may have altered her decisions of a complaint. After speaking with a female officer, the victim finally changed her mind and provided a statement of complaint, she was also made aware of a Victim Personal statement which would detail how this incident has made her feel, which she agreed to do. It is a police officer’s job to deal with the initial incident, gather the relevant information involved and provide immediate safeguarding for the victims and witnesses involved, in this case it was just the victim that needed safeguarding. 
As mentioned previously the information relating to this incident gets passed onto to public protection unit who will assess and review the incident and provide the victim with the necessary support. Officers will complete the Public Protection Report whilst being in the presence of the victim where she will be given the opportunity to consent or refuse the support offered to her. Due to this incident being Domestic related further DASH (Domestic Abuse, Stalking, Honour Based Violence) questions were put to the victim and her answers were recorded, this can be completed on a laptop of mobile device by officers. The information gathered will then be passed onto partner agency’s such as the Domestic Violence Unit, victim support services, IDVA (Independent Domestic Violence Advisor) and social services where applicable, in this incident no children were involved. 
Given that it is a component of the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub, or MASH, the Public Protection Notification Report is an excellent tool for police to employ in terms of safeguarding after an incident. MASH encompasses a variety of organisations, including early help, mental health services, children and adult programmes, and others. All the agencies detailed work together so that support can be put in place with an immediate affect for victims. The victim in the incident did not have any immediate family or friends that she could rely on for the immediate future as she had moved to the location recently to avoid a previous Domestic relationship. Whilst still at the police station officers had offered a women’s only refuge for the victim. The services assist thousands of women and their children every day, assisting them in overcoming the negative effects of abuse on their physical, mental, financial, and logistical well-being and in re-establishing their lives (Refuge 2022). The victim accepted the Women’s only refuge as the male subject would not know where she was, and she had a great opportunity to start putting her life back together. However even though the male was arrested the victim was still fearful that she would become yet again a repeat victim, whether it was by the same male or another due to her vulnerabilities. Repeat Victimisation occurs when the same person or place suffers from more than one incident over s specific time as detailed by Bridgeman and Hobbs (Preventing Repeat Victimisation 1997). Due to the victim only recently moving to the area and having a new property she did not wish to stay at the refuge any longer and requested to return to her home, which is a decision that is solely made by the victim. This particular decision could have implications for the victim as the subject knew where she lived, which could result in him re-offending. For any given force to tackle repeat victimisation the opportunities for crime must be reduced, this meaning putting in special measures for victims following in incident. For example, target hardening. Target Hardening is a strategy used to make the victim's property safer and considerably lower the likelihood of offenders committing new crimes. In this case due to the victim engaging in all the help and support that was offered to her partner agencies were able to fit new locks to her front door, CCTV at the front and rear of the property, which included a security light. Neighbourhood policing teams have been instructed to undertake additional patrols in the area after being made aware of the event. Regular police presence would serve as an effective deterrent and crime prevention strategy, preventing any additional crimes from happening.
Following on from this, the male subject was due to be bailed from custody. This means that there are possible further lines of enquiry to be carried out before a charging decision can be made for the male subject. Whilst still in custody officers completed a bail application report, which puts sanctions in place that the male subject would need to adhere to. This report is then reviewed by the CPS (Crown Prosecution Service) who accept and put the bail conditions in place. Although it is very possible that he could offend on bail. An effective strategy used to tackle reoffending is the use of electronic tagging. EM has been employed on a range of suspects and criminals, including high-risk individuals, suspected, or convicted sex offenders, and individuals accused or convicted of domestic violence (College of Policing). With this put in place it would stop the offender attending the victims address and prevent any further incidents from occurring. 
Another strategy which has been shown to be effective in preventing re-offending is RNR (Risk-Need-Responsivity model of risk assessment). Targeting the criminogenic needs of offenders and providing treatment that frequently include cognitive-behavioural therapy for cognitive elements are typical components of this strategy. When interventions are properly carried out and combined, this can result in moderate decreases in reoffending (Government. S – What works to reduce re-offending).
After giving this scenario some thought and applying the Gibbs Model, I was able to emphasise how crucial it is to protect victims during domestic incidents, both in the immediate and long term. It is crucial that the appropriate data is gathered, examined, and forwarded to the appropriate agencies so that the victim can receive the necessary support while also actively preventing future victimisation and reoffending.






 
 





Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

For this assignment I will critically assess an incident I attended which involved a male and a female. The incident was domestic related and is one of the most complex I have attended to date. 
Domestic violence, regardless of gender or sexuality, is defined by the UK government as "any event or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are, or have been, intimate partners or family members." The abuse may be psychological, physical, sexual, financial, or emotional, among other things (Victim Support – Domestic Abuse 2021). In this particular incident I dealt with a male who was vulnerable due to needed 247 care due to mobility and mental health issues and a female who was also vulnerable due to her being an alcoholic. It was alleged that the female had assaulted the male after a disagreement between them both. 
When I have arrived the male has answered the door and I could see a visible red mark to the side of his left cheek and it was clear to me that he had trouble being mobile and speech issues due to suffering a previous stroke, and I could also see a female sitting on the sofa in the living room who was very intoxicated. I have arrived at this call single crewed and both parties were rather irate when I arrived so I have called for a further unit to assist me. This created an issue from the start, due to the circumstances of the call and that the male involved had allegedly been assaulted by the female inside, which was identified to be his wife. It was important for me to separate the two parties but this proved difficult. An article written by Unison National stated that, forces in England and Wales in 2010, there were 79,500 police employees. This figure fell to 61,668 by the month of March 2016. The number of police employees has been reduced by over 23% as a result (UNISON National 2018). Even though forces are now trying to tackle this issue, it presents a big issue for dealing with incidents, specifically this incident as I felt there was not a lot I could do in terms of safeguarding anybody until I had further assistance. I have managed to take the male into a separate room away from the female, and as I have walked back into the living room where the female was, I was approached by another female who entered the address moments later made herself known as the social worker for the male. This helped massively for me as I could not begin to establish what had actually happened. 
The intoxicated female stated she had been drinking for most of the day and continued to state that it was all his fault whilst directing this statement to her husband in the separate room, but would not elaborate further. When I liaised with the social worker, as both parties were separate, she informed me that she has worked with the male for approximately 18months due to his suffering from a stroke. Since this time, she informed me his wife was intoxicated on each occasions of her attendance and was verbally abusive on each attendance and could dearly identify there was an issue with alcohol misuse. An article was written in December 2014, at least one member of the pair involved in "domestic" confrontations that the police in the UK were aware of being "under the influence" of alcohol, according to research. Alcohol screening revealed that, those who had been convicted of domestic abuse were riskier drinkers and more likely to correlate their drinking with aggression. The participants believed that alcohol had a direct impact on their actions, and they occasionally believed drinking to be an excuse. There were signs that gender and alcohol consumption were influenced by interconnected family, and contextual factors. For example, when women drank, they were deemed more responsible for any marital problems, more known as victim blaming, but men were held to be less responsible, being accused of excusing (Alcohol Change 2014).
Once I was assisted by the further unit, I informed them of the circumstances and to ensure the male was safeguarded. Whilst my colleague remained with the female, I spoke with the male in company with the social worker, where I was informed the female had shouted at him for accidentally spilling his drink and slapped him to the face. Due to his identifiable vulnerabilities and unable to protect himself from harm, I deemed it necessary to arrest the female to prevent any further harm coming to the male. I informed not only the male bit also his social worker of this. I enquired with the social worker as to what safeguarding measures they will apply and I strongly suggested that when the female is to be released from custody, he is to be placed either with another family member or possible assisted living accommodation by social services. The social worker was in agreement and due to there being no family in the locality as they resided elsewhere in the UK, she quickly managed to get the male into emergency accommodation that same day. It was clear the male was in an upset state his wife was to be arrested and did not want this but was of understanding due to his disability and being further safe guarded by social services. Adults who have experienced domestic violence and abuse might be hesitant to disclose their experiences or grant permission for information about their worries to be shared with other agencies. Various factors, such as fear of the abuser and what they might do, fear of not being believed, and/or humiliation, may be to blame for this. Given the gravity of the threats to the adult, circumstances may arise where a person may not consent to information sharing and safety measures being taken, necessitating practitioners to override their consent and share information (2.7.5 Consent and Capacity in Relation to Domestic Violence and Abuse – Sussex Safeguarding Adults).
As the male was not only cared for by social services in relation to having help at home, he was also cared for by his wife. His wife had also helped him with his medication as there was no district nurse in place. His wife was adamant that she was his carer and required to give him his medication and no one else could assist him. The social worker informed me that the male was able to do this himself. I due to the conflicting information, I took it upon myself where I contact the males Surgery and spoke with his GP. I informed the GP of the incident as to why police were in attendance and with assistance of the social worker providing me with the new location as to where he would be residing, I arranged with the GP for a community nurse to attend and assist with providing the male with his medication. Nurses provide care for those predominately in the patients own homes and they will be able to further identify any further health care the patient needs. Patients will be given a voice in how their care is provided by the district nurse. Once a District Nursing request has been filed, a visit will be scheduled either the same day, if the need is urgent, or within 36 hours, if it is not (NHS Borders 2022). Once this was successfully completed to safeguard the male, I arrested the female for assault on her husband. She was obstructive and whilst still in an intoxicated state I reasoned with her in order to gain compliance using tactical communications. Utilising my conflict management skills by actively listening to the female and being emotionally aware of the situation not only to the female as she was in an intoxicated state but also needs of her vulnerable husband, he used clear verbal communications where she then came compliantly to custody without utilising any force. This is part of the College of Policing set Standards where UK Police are abided by these set guidelines using the National Decision Making Model (College Of Policing 2020).
I returned to the victim where I obtained an account from in company with his Social Worker in order to continue the investigation and establish further details of not only the incident but previous domestic history. Additionally, after becoming a victim, a person is more likely to experience victimisation again. In other words, their chances of becoming a victim of crime again in the near future significantly increase. For instance, the Crime Survey for England and Wales for 2019–20 revealed that 34% of victims of domestic violence, 27% of victims of acquaintance violence, and 14% of victims of stranger violence were repeat offenders. The majority of repeat victims are not attacked again. If the likelihood of subsequent victimisation is to be decreased, it is crucial to comprehend the various causes of repeated victimisation. For instance, a systematic study has demonstrated that the risk for repeat intimate partner violence differ between men and women who have experienced the violence numerous times and those who have experienced it only once. By exploring further into this investigation, it was established that this was not the first isolated incident between both parties and there was a historic pattern of domestic violence from the female to the male. All resulting whilst female in an intoxicated state. Early in the 1980s, Richard Berk, the Police Foundation, and Sherman collaborated to conduct the Minneapolis Domestic Violence Experiment. According to the study, arresting domestic violence offenders helps prevent repeat offences. "Virtually unparalleled influence" was had by the study in terms of altering then-current police tactics. Later, Sherman collaborated with criminologist David Weisburd on a 1995 study that demonstrated the value of concentrating police crime prevention efforts on localised crime hotspots.
An initiated domestic abuse plan idea by Priti Patel that police forces in England and Wales can use is to give local school teachers a package of help so they can educate kids about sex, relationships, and health education from a young age so they are more aware of healthy relationships. And again, supporting 700 independent domestic violence and sexual assault advocate positions with additional money for over 300 positions later this year to refer and support domestic abuse victims and survivors.
Upon reflection of this incident it was clear to see that there were a number of contributing challenges involved within this particular incident. Sometimes it’s not only the victim that is vulnerable it can also mean that the subject can be vulnerable. In this particular incident the subject was vulnerable due to her drinking problems and how she would behave and make decisions when intoxicated on a regular basis. It is important to always look upon an incident from an impartial stand point and act on the information you have in-front of you. It is crucial that no matter the circumstances of the incident both parties whether it be the subject or victim are safeguarded to their particular needs. The support and guidance given to both the victim and subject following an incident can be crucial in terms of how the relationship dynamic will be following an incident of this nature and can help provide both parties with solutions on how to better themselves and their relationship for the better. 











Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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