
Reconstruction of the Corinthian Correspondence 
 
 
Paul’s founding of the church at Corinth (50-52 CE)    Acts 18:1-18; 2 Cor. 
1:19 
Paul is accompanied by Timothy and Silvanus  (cf. 1 Cor. 3:6, 10; 2 Cor. 
  10:14-18) 
 
    
          
First letter probably lost (although could  1 Cor. 5:9 
2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 be a fragment of it?) 
 
 
‘Painful visit’ by Paul from Ephesus (53 CE) 2 Cor. 2:1; 12:21 
 
 
The Corinthians write a letter to Paul (I Cor. 7:1), probably  
delivered by Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus  1 Cor. 16:15-18 
 
 
I Corinthians (late 53 CE) from Ephesus 1 Cor. 16:8, 17 
 
 
Paul makes a ‘painful visit’ to Corinth (confrontation with 2 Cor. 2:1 
one particular individual) 
 
 
‘Painful letter’ (‘Letter of Tears’) (mid 54 CE) from Ephesus 2 Cor. 2:4; 7:5-8 
(is this II Cor. 10-13?) 
 
 
2 Cor. 1-9 (apart from 6:14-7:1) (late 54 CE) from Macedonia 
 
 
2 Cor. 10-13 (early 55 CE) from Macedonia  2 Cor. 12:17-18 
(unless it is ‘the painful letter’) 
 
 
Final visit by Paul from Macedonia (early 56 CE) Acts 20:2-3; Rom.  
 15:25-26; 2 Cor.10:6;  
 13:2, 10 
 
Delivery of collection to Jerusalem and Paul’s arrest Acts 20:6-7, 16; 
in Jerusalem (56 CE) 21:17-19, 30-33; 
 Rom. 15:30-31 
 


