
	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress, we are interested to read your own assessment of this work as a measure of your own effort and in order that we may comment on your strengths and weaknesses.
Please ensure you complete this assessment before submitting your work.

	What do you consider are the best aspects of this piece of work?    
	The understanding I gained from learning what schools do to include children.



	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?

	I think maybe the layout f the assignment could have been better. 


	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?

	Realizing that schools are trying hard to include all children within education. 





Inclusivity within the foundation stage

The early years foundation stage framework aims to provide every child with 'the best possible start in life and give them the support to fulfil their potential' (DfES, 2007: 07). This is what the foundation stage in England aims to achieve with every student, and to achieve this they need to make sure all students are included within their educational environment. The aim of this piece of work is to outline what the foundation stage in England is doing to include all students, and it will be analyzing the strategies used to promote inclusivity in the foundation stage. With inclusion being a focus for education in today’s society, all schools have a huge pressure to make sure all students have an equal opportunity to succeed in education without their differences holding them back. This will also be outlining the main aims put in place by the foundation curriculum to make sure all students get given the same standard of education, and students are not left behind due to their individuality. The four main areas of the foundation stage I will be looking at are disability, sex, race and religion. This will be outlining what the foundation stage is doing to include all children of different backgrounds, and abilities to insure all students are included within the education curriculum. It will be explaining how the foundation stage is accommodating children who need help with physical movements, and how they are insuring the educational environment is accessible for all students. 
The foundation stage is a curriculum in England, it is for children between two and six, they work with flying start in the early years of education. The foundation stage was put in place in order to fully develop children as individuals before they start the more academic side of education. The aim is for children to be individual’s leaners and involve themselves within their own learning, but this is not always possible because some children face difficulties within the start of their educational experience. It is a learning environment in which children take control of their own learning, making creative decisions based on their own interests from a young age, which has been proven to help children in the development process. With the foundation stage aiming to promote inclusivity, it is also promoting the interaction of students and the independent learning, which is guided by the teacher, but all the learning comes down to the interests of the individual. It is a fairly new concept that is being introduced across the UK because of the interest in child lead learning, and making creative children is becoming a big focus for school and the foundation stage is crucial in doing this. 
There is a lot of framework that is in place in order to make education enjoyable, and make sure no student is left out. The Equality act (2010) has a basic framework of protection against direct and indirect discrimination, harassment and victimisation in education. This framework was put in place in order to make all students of different race, age, abilities and sex would be included as an equal within the education. There are many other frameworks that are in place to help children with disabilities, and to help children who are facing different issues whilst in education. It is important to ensure that the physical environment, admissions and curriculum policies ensure equality of opportunity (Glazzard, 2012). It is also very important for the teachers to reflect on their own attitudes towards individuals and groups within education to ensure all students are treated as equals, because that is what they deserve. The educational framework has been put in place in order to create a curriculum that is suitable for all students within the foundation stage. There are many ways in which the foundation stage is promoting inclusivity within their curriculum, and trying to make sure the standard of education is high and all children are treated the same.

The first issue that will be looked at will be race, and what the foundation stage is doing in order to make all children of different races feel included within education. With children coming from all over the world to be educated in England, there are a lot of challenges they face when they first start in education. One way they may not feel included is when they may get discriminated or victimised because of the colour of their skin, and this is why teachers need to promote equality within the classroom, and teach children from a young age that if children are different they are still an equal. They way teachers are promoting this is by explaining cultural references and using accessible language, illustrating points with examples that reflect the diversity of their students (Equality Challenge Unit, 2013). Teachers also face a big challenge making all children from all countries feel included, especially when there is a language barrier. One-way teachers are promoting inclusion in education is by making materials and resources available for students learning English as a second language. This is a key way in which the foundation stage is promoting inclusion within the educational environment. The need to engage in social interaction with peers can be a particular difficulty for young developing bilingual children in the early years (NALIDIC, 2015) and this can cause children to be left out or feel segregated within their class. Many schools are now hiring teachers of many languages in order to help those children who are feeling left out, this is to help the children feel more integrated within their school, and this is a very good way of promoting equality and inclusion within the foundation stage. When children go into education where their chosen language is not the main language spoke in that school, they may use their own language to communicate even though teachers may not understand, they may continue to use their home language in the expectation that they will be understood, because that is what they are used to (NALIDIC, 2015). In order to promote equality, teachers must be patient and understanding when children from different countries start in their classroom, and this is so students feel included and equal at a young age. The foundation stage is crucial in making children confident, and at ease in the early years of education. Another way teachers are promoting inclusivity in the foundation stage, is by trying to encourage students to learn a few words of a different language. Teachers teach their students a few words in French, Spanish, Afrikaans, Chinese and many more, to raise their awareness of language barriers around the world, and if there are students from other countries you can ask them to help in order to make them feel a part of the classroom (Petty, 2015). 

There are many policies that are put in place in order to include all students who have special educational needs (SEN). There has been a lot of framework put in place in order to make sure all students are included within the curriculum. Some of the main things that have been put in place within the curriculum to include everyone is the ‘special learning program’ which could be; extra help from a teacher or assistant, work in a smaller group, observation in class or at break and teachers helping children to take part in class activities (Gov.uk, 2017). But obviously there are special measures that are out in place for those students who need extra support in order to be fully included with all activates in the curriculum. Within the foundation stage children with SEN may have a one to one that can help them when communicating with other children and they can even support children with physical or personal care difficulties, for example; eating, getting around school safely or using the toilet. This is a framework that is in place to ensue all these students are treated as an equal and get to be involved with everything they want to (Gov.uk, 2017). This has been out in place in order to promote inclusivity within the foundation stage, because all children within the foundation stage have the right to be included and treated as an equal. There is a four-stage process that has been put in place within the foundation stage in order to include children with SEN within education, this plan is; assess, plan, do and review. The assess part has been included in order to assess the students’ needs because every child with a SEN is different, after assessing the student you then have to plan lessons, work and activities around their SEN in order to fully include that student.  The “Doing” part of this process is making sure Your Child’s Foundation stage will put the planned support into place. The teacher remains responsible for working with your child on a daily basis (NHS, 2017). This is to ensure that all children within the educational environment are involved and not discriminated against because of their differences. This is what the foundation stage in England is trying to promote, they want all students to feel safe and included within their curriculum. In the foundation stage there have also been rooms created in order to help those children with SEN who need space and some alone time, this is another thing the foundation stage is trying to promote because these rooms give children with SEN the chance to be a part of their class but when things get to much they have the choice of a quiet less stressful environment. This is a way of promoting inclusivity to all of the students who have SEN, because every student deserves the chance to been included, and the foundation stage has one main aim and that is to include everyone. 

Another policy that has been put in place in order to promote inclusivity within education is the Individualized Education Program (IEP), this is something that has been put in place in order to track the progress of children who have special educational needs. This policy is a document of law which means schools must do this for children with SEN in their care. The policy does a lot of things from giving a statement of your child’s present level of performance (PLOP), to modifying and accommodating the school to the needs of the children, and it tracks your child’s progress, so they can meet their annual goals (Stanberry, 2017). 

Another way in which the foundation stage promotes inclusivity is with the way they include children of different genders in every activity. This is to ensure all children are included within their educational experience. Over the years boys have been far behind girls in the development process, and this was because boys take longer to engage into the academic side of education. Before the foundation stage was brought in boys would be far behind in development because of all the academic work, but now with the foundation stage in place boys have caught up a lot with their development before they go into the academic side of education meaning they have the same opportunity to achieve as much as girls do (Gov.uk (b) 2017). Another way in which the foundation stage is promoting inclusivity is the way it is not separating girls and boys, for example with the toys they play with, games they play and for things like physical education. This is because children should be allowed to play with whatever gains their attention, and interests, instead of making children play with what society thinks they should play with, and children are allowed to play games that they want to. With the foundation stage put in place in order to give children control of their learning, inclusivity between boys and girls is at an all-time high, children are told to learn through their own personal interests and imagination which is so beneficial for the individual student. Students benefit a lot more from the interaction with students of the opposite genders and the development of their imagination.  If children are interested in toys that are seen as the opposite genders, it is seen as a good thing in the foundation stage. With the foundation stage promoting inclusivity, all children are encouraged to play, and develop their personalities by learning through their Interaction with other students. 

The foundation stage promotes inclusivity in a variety of different ways, and one way they promote this is by including all children with disabilities into the educational curriculum. Children with disabilities have often been left out or not involved with things because of their disability, but the foundation stage has been focusing on making sure all students are involved no matter what disability they have, and they have promoted inclusivity by removing all barriers students with disabilities could face in education. 

“The SEN and disability code of practice highlights the UK Government’s commitment, under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, to inclusive education of disabled children and the progressive removal of barriers to learning and participation in mainstream education” (Foundation Years, 2017). 

This code of practice has been put in place in order to include all children even if they do have a disability, because the foundation stage wants all children to be treated as an equal and be involved as they can. Things in the foundation stage like ramps have been put in place in order to help children who have a physical disability, but also things like computers with academic equipment have been put into classrooms in order to help children who have a disability that will affect them reading or writing. Children who have a hearing impairment are allowed things to help them, such as being close to the teacher, having visual aids in order to keep up with work and teachers interaction to see if they are okay. Students who have a sight impairment have materials like brail in order to help them be included within the curriculum. With a lot of children having disabilities within modern day education, schools have an ever-growing pressure to ensure all of these students are fully included within the educational environment. They also have a huge job insuring they are all seen as equals to everybody else, and the foundation stage is trying its best to ensure all of these students are treated as they should be. The foundation stage has a real aim to ensure all of their students can access everything, for example children using moving aids can get from room to room without having to move objects, and for students to be able to move freely around the classroom like any other child. This can be done by arranging the room in an orderly fashion where there is enough room around and between each table, and also things like steps into classrooms, there should either be a ramp for student to enter the classroom or an alternative entrance. 

To conclude this piece of writing I think the foundation stage and the education system as a whole are really trying to promote inclusivity as much as they can. The foundation stage is trying to include all students of different genders, races and abilities, and this is one of the main aims of the equality act 2010. With so many children going into the foundation stage from range of backgrounds, there is a lot of pressure on schools to make sure all students within their school are included in everything they do. Every child no matter what, deserves an equal and enjoyable edycation and this what the foundation stage is trying to promote, they want all children to enjoy and feel a part of their education system. So overall the foundation stage is doing well in the way of promoting inclusivity within their classroom and with their students, they want all children to get along and all feel like they are a part of their own education. With so many students needing help in different ways the foundation stage is a great start to education because it is ensuring all students are getting the correct education and it is providing all children with the education they deserve. With so many things that schools have to focus on every day, inclusivity is now the main thing schools are trying to promote, all students in the foundation stage will be treated as equals and children who need help will have the help they need in order to have to the same quality of education as other children. 
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